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THE 

AMARANTHINE CROWN 

DESCRIBED, 
BY M I L- T O N. 

n * 

A Crown inwove with Amarant, and gold ; 
Immortal Amar ant \ A flow'r which m$ 
In paradife fajl by the tree of life 
Began to bloom \ but foonfor man's offence 
To Heav'n remov% where jir ft it grew % there grows % 
And flow'rs aloft, Jhading the fount of life. 

Par. Lost, L f III, v. $£2 f 
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ERRATA. 

. k . » • 

* i « 

A Dvertifement, Page 17, for Edwyn Sandys 
jfj^ read Gwr^ fofl^J. 

Ibid, for Caftilio, read Gf/f alio. 
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PREFACE. 

ytfgXg SHALL not trouble the 
\fc ^ Public with excufes for ven- 
joc^w « turing to fend thefe Religious 
mXttM Poems into the world ; hav- 
ing long fince obferved, that all apolo- 
gies made by Authors, far from gaining 
the end propofed, ferve only to fupply an 

A 3 ai- 
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vi PREFACE. 

iH-natured Critic with weapons to attack 
them. This being the cafe, it fhall fuf- 
fice me to fay, that I drew up the pre- 
fent writings for my own private confok- 
tion under a lingering and dangerous ftate 
of health, which it has pleafed God to 
make my portion : Nor had I any better 
opportunity or power of difcharging the 
duties of my profeffion to mankind. The 
goodnefs of my caufe may perhaps fup- 
ply the defeats of my poetry ; lince, in 
thfe knkyiie very gleanings of the grapes 
^/"Ep hrai M will be better than the vin- 
tage ^/"Abiezer. I promife my rea- 
ders no extraordinary art in compofition 
or ftyle ; but flatter my felf they will find 
fome nature, fome flame, and fome truth. 

P arables ) Fable* ', Emblematic Vijions^ 
&c. are the moft ancient method of con- 
veying truth to mankind. Upwards of 
forty of the firieft and moft poetical parts 

of 
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PREFACE* vii 

of the Old and New Teftament are of this 
caft, and force their way upon the mind 
and heart irrefiftibly, tho* they are writ- 
ten in profe. 

From a juft feiile of this humble fim-> 
plicity, I have here tranflated the plaineft 
and leaft figurative Parable that our Bles- 
sed Saviour has delivered to us, relating 
only to a few un- ornamented circum- 
ftances in agriculture, 

T o exprefs fuch humble allufions with 
clearnefs, propriety, and dignity, was, it 
muft be confefled, one of the hardeft pie- 
ces of poetry I ever yet undertook ; ne- 
verthelefs, I flattered myfelf that I was in 
fome degree mafter of one part of the 
fubjed, [namely, the culture of land] upon 
which the Parable is founded. 

Yet the great and real difficulty ftill 
recurred j 

A 4 ' Difficile 
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viii PREFAC E. 

Difficile eft proprie communia dicere.— 

How far I have fucceeded in this, or any 
other particular, is more than I (hall take 
upon me to conje£ture. Nor fhall it be 
diflembled, but that I had a great incli- 
nation to give a Parapbrafe {ox Meta- 
phrafe rather) of the xxviiith Chapter of 
Deuteronomy j which, I believe, hath' 
never yet been turned into Englifh Verfe. 
It is doubtlefs one of the nobleft Pieces of 
Poetry in Holy Scripture ; being at the 
fame time fublime, and yet plain ; feem- 
ingly familiar, and yet richly diverjijied. 

I n this Chapter the change of ideas 
and events from a ftate of Obedience to 
a ftate of Difobedience^ exhibits a power 
of language, imagery, and juft thinking, 
which no un-infpired writings ever have 
laid claim to with juftice, or ever fhall. 
But, when I came to take a clofer view of. 

the 
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P R EF A C E. it 

the precipice and its dangers, my heqrt 
trembled r , as Job fays, and was moved out 
of its place ; I threw down the pencil in 
defpair, and left the undertaking to fome 
abler hand ; namely, to fome future M//- 
ton 7 Dry den y or Pope. 

Upon the whole, I may perhaps ven- 
ture to perfuade myfelf, that the intention 
of the prefent Work is commendable, and 
that the Work, when perufed, may prove 
ufeful (more or lefs) to my fellow- Chris- 
tians. 

Conscious of my own inabilities, and 
being defirous that the Reader may receive 
fome advantage by calling his eyes over 
thefe Poems, I have added, in a few notes, 
the mod remarkable paflages I had an eye 
to in the Holjy~_Scriptures y and in the wri- 
tings of the Primitive Fathers ; they be- 
ing 
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ing the only compafs and charts which I 
have made ufe of in my navigation. 

A mixture of pleafing and inflruStive 
poetry cannot fail to engage the attention 
of all rational and fecious readers : For, as 
// is hurtful to drink wine, or water \ alone j 
and as wine mingled with water is pleafant y 
and delighteth the tajle j even fo fpeech, 
finely framed \ delighteth the ears of them 
that read the Story. 

2 Maccab. Ch. ult. v. ult. 
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EXPLANATION 

OF THE 

■ 

COPPER-PLATE-ORNAMENTS 

IN THIS VOLUME. 



I. 

FRONTISPIECE} H wine Contempla- 
tion. [From a painting of St. Margaret, 
by Annibal Carracie.] 

II. 

The Vignette of the Title-p£ge is a Chaplet 
of Amaranth, from a drawing of G. Liber alt. 

III. 

The Ornament of Two Angels, preceding the 
Preface, (by fome fuppofed to be a Young 
Christ, and "John the Baptijl) is taken from a 
Defign of Wencejlaus Hollar, the Bohemian. 

HEAD' 
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tfi EXPLANATION OF THE 

HEAD-PIECES. 

I. 

Parable of the Sower. [A Country-man 
Jbwing grain on flinty, gravelly , and thorny lands ; 
on the road -fide, and alfo on rich good ground* 
From a Defign of the famous Papillon.] 

The Ascetic, or Thomas a Kempis. A 
Vifion. [ 'Thomas a Kempis fitting under a Jhade ; 
The figure of him from Cafpar Hubert : The land- 
fcape part by John Baptijla Bouffiri.] 

III. 

Contentment, Industry, and Acquies- 
cence under the Divine Will, An Ode writ- 
ten in Carniola, 1749. [The Defign is from a 
Drawing made upon the fpot.] 

IV. 

Vision of Death. [A Scull painted by 
Leonardo da Vinci \ and infcribed, $uis Evadet ?] 

V. 

The Courtier and Prince. A Fable. [A 

per/on in agonies of horrour on a fick-bed, and look- 
ing up to Heaven. A King fitting by and weep- 
ing. Scene a Bed-chamber.] 

VI. 

The Enchanted Region, or Mistaken 
Pleasures. [The wonderful efcape of aCar-r 
5 niolian 
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CX3PPER-PLATE-0RNAMENTS. xiii 

niolian Nobleman, who fell down a precipice ; 
as the Hiftory is fet forth in the Ode : From a 
Drawing taken on the fpot, and copied by Vi- 
fentinu 1 

J 1 VII. 

Eulogius, or the Charitable Mason. An 
Hiftorical Fable, taken from the Greek of Pau- 
lus Sy/Iogus, L. iii. [The Interview betwixt Eu- 
logius and the Hermit is defcribed in page 171, 
&c] 

VIII. 

Macarius, or the Confessor. [Head of 
Macarius, from an original Painting, by Zel- 
man, 1689.] 

IX. 

Boexius, or the Upright Statesman. A 
fuppofed Epiftle from Boetius to his Wife Rufi* 
ticiana. [Head of Boetius, taken frotfi an an- 
cient Marble-Bufto now at Rome,] 

X, 

Religious Melancholy, Aq Emblema- 
tical Elegy. [Defign drawn by H. Goltzius.] 

XL 

Meditations on Christ's Death and Paf- 
fion. An Emblem, [The Figures and Land- 
fcape from Coypel. The Motto, of RESPICE, 
&c. from a Pitture on the fame fubjedt:, defigned 
by the Chevalier Ed/inger.] 

■ 

TAIL- 
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xiv EXPLANATION OF THE, &c. 



TAIL-PIECES. 

> 

I. 

A Cube : Emblematical of Chriftian Firm* 
nefs. Defigncd by the Chevalier Edlinger* 

II. 

The Passion-FlcAver ; Defigncd from the 
Life. 

III. 

The Three Scripture-Herbs and Plants ; 
•fiamely, Hyjfop, Star of Bethlehem, and Cbrijl's 
Thorn. Defigncd by Mrs. Mary Leigh, of Ad* 
ifleftrop, Oxford/hire. 

IV. 

A Tomb and Country Church- Yard. 

V. 

The Aknulated Serpent: An Emblem. 
t)f Eternity. By Macao. 
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C H R I S T's PARABLE 



• • ... . • . -. 

O F 

THE SOWER. 

I will incline mine ear to a parable : I will 
open my dark faying upon the harp. PsaLM 
xlix, v. 4. 

All thefe things fpake JESUS unto the multi- 
tude in parables. Without a parable fpake 
he not unto them. Matth. c. xiii, v. 34. 

A wife man will hear, and increafe learning* 
and a man of underftanding fhall attain unto 
wife counfels : To underftand a proverb 
(a parable ) and the interpretation j the words 
of the wife, and their dark fayings. ProV. 
c. i, v. 5, 6. 

B INTRO- 
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2 CHRIST'S Parable 



INTRODUCTION. 

LONG e'er th* Ascre'an * bard had learnt to 
fing, 

i 

Or Homer's fingers touch'd the fpeaking ftring ; 
Long e'er the fupplemental arts had found 

! 

r 

Th' embroid'ry of auxiliary found j 

The heav'n-born Muse the paths of nature chofeT 

» •- » • .... 

Emblems and Fables her whole mind difclofe, 
Victorious o'er the foul with energy of profe ! . 

True Poetry* like Ophir's gold, endures 

} . 

All trials, yet its purity fecures ; 
Invert, dis-joint it, change its very name, 
The eflfehc€ of the thoughts remains the fame* 
Something there is, which endlefs charms affords * 
And Aamps the majefty of truth oh words. 

\ 

• H*610D. 

, • The 
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qf (if §ow&. | 
The Son of Gideon f, midft Cherizim's fnow* 
Un(kili'd iq numbers taught the ftream to flow, 
With confcious pride difdain'd the aids of art, 
And pour'd a full conyi&ion on the heart : 
His cedar, fig-tree, and the bry'r convey 
The higheft notions in the humbled way J. 

In Nathan'? Fable firong and mild confpire* 
The fuppliant's meeKnefs and the poet's fire z 

« 

TilL waken'd nature bade the tears to flow, 
And David's mufe afifum'd the voice of woe||; 

The Wife, AH-knowing Saviour of mankind 
Mix'd eafe with ftren^th, and truth with emblem 
join'd: 

* 

Omnifcience, veiled with full pow'r to chufe, 
O'erlooks the Jlrong* nor does the weak refufci*: 

+ JOTflAM. 

% See the whole parable, Judc* C.bt, V. 7-*-2t. 
(j On this occafion David compofed the 50th pfalm* 
.* It istheiinifonp doftfine of Scripture, '* That flight Jbalt ptrijh 
" from tht fwift, and the firongjball not ftrengthen his force, tuitbtt 
w Jball tht mighty deliver himfelf." A,mos C. & V. 14* 

B % Leaves 
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4 ChristV Parable • 

Leaves pageantry of means to feebler man, 
And builds the nobleft, on the plaineft plan : 
Divine fimplicity the work befriends, 
And humble caufes reach fublimeft ends. 

True Flame of verfe, O SANCTIFYING FIREf ! 
Warm not my genius^ but my heart infpire ! 
On my cleans'd lips permit the coals to dwell 
Which from thy altar on Isaiah fell J ! 
Cancel the world's applaufe ; and give thy grace 
To me, the meaneft of the tuneful race. 
Teach me the words of JESUS to impart 
With energy of pow'r, but free from art. 
THY emanations light and heat difpenfe ; 
To fucklings fpeech, to children eloquence !— 
Like Habakkuk ||, I copy, not indite \ 
Tim'rous like him, I tremble whilft I write ! 

+ Rom.C.xv,V. 16. 2THEss.C.ii,V. 13. iPet.C.L V.2. 
\ Isaiah C. vi, V. 6. 
\\ HaBs C. ii, . V. 2. 

* * But 
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But Jemmiah with new boldnefs lung, 
When infpiration ruflfd upon bis tongue *• 
The pow'rs of facred poefy were giv'n 
By him % that bears theftgnature of Heav'n f . 

PARABLE. 

* 

WHEN vernal fhow'rs and funfliine had 
unbound 

■ 

The frozen bofom of the torpid ground, 
When breezes from the weftern world repair 
To wake the flow'rs and vivify the air, 
Th* induftrious peafant left his early bed, 
And o'er the fields his feeds for harveft fpread. 
With equal hand, and at a diftance due, 
(Impartially to ev'ry furrow true) 
The life-fupporting grain he juftly threw J. 

* Jer. C. i, V. 6, &c. 8, 9. 
t John C. vi, Ver. 27. 

J " BU/$ God, <wbo hath given thee the two Denarii, namtly, tht 
" Law and the Gosrix., in recompenfe for thy fubmifton and la- 
** four." Chrysost. Hm. in Luc. C. 10. 

B 3 As 
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i 

a • 

As was the culture, such was the return ; 
Of weeds a foreft, or a grove of corn *. 
But, where he dealt the gift on grateful foils, 
Harvefts of induftry o'er-paid his toils. 

Some feeds by chance on brafliy f grounds he threw, 
And fome the winds to flinty head-lands blew : 
Sudden they mounted, pre-mature of birth, 
But pin'd and ficken'd, unfupply'd with earth : 
"Whilft burning funs their, vital juice exhaPd, 
And, as the roots decay'd, the foliage fail'd. 

Some feeds he ventur'd on ungrateful lands, 
Tough churlilh clays, and loofe unthrifty fapds * 
The ftep-dame foil refus'd a nurfe's care : 
The plants were fickly, juicelefs, pale, and bare, 

• ¥bey that fear the l>ord are a fure feed, and they that love him an 
honourable plant : They that regard not the law, are a dijbonourable 
feed • they that tranfgreft the commandments, are a deceivable feed, 

Ecclus. C. x, V. 19. 

+ Brajby lands, in an hufoandry-fenle, fignify lands that are 
dry, /hallow, gravelly, and pebbly. Sack tort of grounds the 
Ojd Romans called glareous : 

Jejuna quidem ciiwfi glarea rurit. 

yi%G t Georg.ll. 

On 
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of the Sower*') « 
On trodden paths a cafual portion fell : 1 
Condemn'd in fcanty penury to dwell, J 
And half-deny'd the matrix of a cell s J 
While other feeds, lefs fortunate than they, 1 

Slept ftarv'd and naked on the hard high- way, J 

From frofts defencelefs, and to birds a prey. J 

Here daws with riotous excefles feed, 

And choughs, the cormorants of grain, fiicceed ; 

Next wily pigeons take their filent (land, 

And fparrows laft, the gleaners of the land. 

Another portion mock'd the feedfman's toil, * 
Difpens'd.upon a rub, hut weedy foil : 
Fat un&uous juices gorg'd the rank-fed root ; 
And plethories of fap produe'd no fruit. 
Hence, where the life-fupplying grain was fpread, 
The rav'nous dock uprears its mifcreant-head * 
Infatiate thrftles, tyrants of the plains j 
And lurid hemlock, ting'd with pois'nous ftains. 

B 4 , What 



I Christ'; Parable 

What thefe might fpare, th* incroaching/j&wwdemand \ 

Exhauft earth's virtue, and perplex the land *• 

At laft, of precious grain a cbofen jkare 
"Was fown on pre-dilefted land with care : 
{A cultur'd fpot, accuftom'd to receive 
*A\\ previous aids that induftry can give y\ 
The well-turnM foil with auburn brightnefs flione, 
Mellow'd with nitrous air and genial fun : 
An harmony of mold, by nature mixt ! 
Not light as air, nor as a cement fiVd : 
Juft firm enough t'embrace the thriving root, 

■ • 

Yet give free expanfe to the fibrous (hoot ; 
Dilating, when difturb'd by lab'ring hands, 
And fmelling fweet, when fliow'rs refrefli the lands. 
Scarce could the reapers* arms the (heaves contain, 
And the full garners fwell'd with golden grain 3 
[Unjike the harvefts of degenerate days,] 
One omer fown, one hundred-fold repays : 

♦ S*e Hose a C. x, V. 4" and 8. Rich 
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Rich produft, to a bountiful excels ; 
Nor ought we more to alk, nor more poflefs ! 
The harveft overcomes the reapers' toil z 
So feeble is the hind, fo ftrong the foil f. 

Man's Saviour thus his Parable exprefs'd : 
He that bath ears to bear, may feel the reft, 

- 

INTERPRETATION. 

THE gift of Knowing is to all men giv'n J ; 
All know, but few perform, the will of Heav'n ; 
They hear the found, but mifs the fenfe convey* d, 
And lofe the fubfiance, whilft they view the Jhade* 

* 

When fpecious doftrines hover round a mind 
Which is not vitally with Heav'n conjoin'd, 

+ Imbedlllor colonus quam ager. Columella. 

% " To fin again ft knowledge is a greater offence than an ignorant 
f* trefpafs ; in proportion as a fault, 'which is eatable of no excufi t 
** is more heinous than a fault which admits of a tolerable defence" 

J. Mart. Refp. ad Orthod* 

<* Ignorant* will not txtufifi*, when it is a fin in it/elf* 

Anon. Vet. 

The 
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■ 

The vifionary obje&s float and pafs 

Tranfient as figures, gliding o'er a glafe : 

Each but a momentary vifit makes, 

And each fupplies the place, the laft forlkkes. — 

Satan for ever fond to be employ'd, 

[And changing minds ev'n a(k to be deftroy'd *,] 

s 

Marks well th' infirm of faith ; and foon fupplies 
Phantoms of truth, and fitbfiances of lyes : 
Killing the dying, he a conqueft gains ; 
And, from a little, deals the poor remains. 

•r 

Reafon 9 man's guardian, by negleft, or fleep 
Lofes that caftle, he was meant to keep. 

The feeds upon a flinty furface call, 
Denote the worldly-wife> who think in hafte : 

• He that is idle tempts Satan to fet him to work." 

Ch*ysost. Horn. 

Pious Jeremy Taylor once faid to a Lady, •* Madam, if you do 
not employ your children, the Devil will." The Son of Strach 
gives alfo the following advice : " Bend thy Son to labour y that be tie 
** not idk ; for idlenefs teacbetb much evil." C. xxxiii, V. 27. 

5 Who 
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Who change, for changing's fake, from right to wrong, 
Conftant to nothing, and in nothing long j 
To-day they hear the word of God with joy, 
To-morrow they the word of God deftroy j 
IndifPrent, to alflfert, or to deny : 
With zeal they flatter, and with zeal decry. 
Such is the Fool of WtT ! who drives with pains 
To lofe thai paradife the peafant gains.—— 
Whenever adverfe fortune choaks the way, 
When danger threats, or clouds o'er-caft die day, 
This plant of cafualty, unfixM at root, ' 
Shakes with the Waft, and cafts his unripe fruk » % 
But, when the ftorms of poverty arife, 
And perfecution ev'ry virtue tries, 
Mindlefs of God, and trufting to himfetf 
He ftrands HeavVs freightage on a dang'rous flielf. 

r ■ , 

i » 

+ " We are all careful about JhtaU matters, and negligent in tbt 
* 4 greateft ; of which this is the rca/on, ave knew net where true fdi- 
* city St.HiiROH. 

Averfe 
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Christ 9 s Parable 



Averfe to learn, and more averfe to bear, 
He finks, the abjeft viftim of defpair ! 
The men of pow'r and pomp refemble feeds 



Sown on rich earth, but choak'd with thorns and weeds. 
Religion ftrikes them, but they fhun the thought ; 
Behold the profit, and yet profit nought. 
Heav'n's high rewards they filently contemn, 
And think the prefent world fuffices them. 
Mean-while ambition leads the foul aftray, 



Far From its natal walk, th' ethereal way \ 

Int'reft alTaflins friendfhip ev'ry hour, 

Truth warps to cuftom, confeience bends to pow'r, 

Till all the cultivating hand receives 

Is empty bloflbm, and death-blafted leaves. 

Idiots in judgment j baffled o'er and o'er $ 1 

Still the fame bait, dill circumvented more ; J 

5elf-viftims of the cunning they adore ! J 



Wife 
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Wife without wifdom, bufy to no end 5 

« 

Man dill their foe, and Heav'n itfelf no friend ! 

The cbofen feed, on cultured ground, zxttbey 
Who humbly tread the evangelic way. 
The road to heav'n is uniform and plain : 
All other paths are Terpentine and vain. 
The true difciple takes the word reveal'd, 
Nor ruflies on the fan&uary conceal'd, 
Whilft empty reas'ners emptieft arts employ ; 
Nothing they build, and all things they deftroy ! 
The Provident of Heav'n unlocks his ftore, 
To cloathe the naked, and to feed the poor : 
To each man gen'rous, and to each man juft, 

- 

Confcious of a depofitary truft. 
Patient of cenfure, yet condemning none : 
Placid to all, accountable to One. 
Ev'n in profperity he fears no lofs, 

. i ' 

Expedts a change, and ftarts not at the Cross; 

All 
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14 Christ^ Parai/e, &c. 

All injuries by patience he furmounts j 

All fufPrings God's own mfdnes he accounts*: 

Studious of goody and penitent for iti* 

Still fhort of grace, yet perfevtring^/Z/j 

As juft and true as erring nature can, 

[For imperfe&ion fets its ftamp on man.] 

Heav'n marks the faint, her manfions to adorn, 

And, having purg'd the chaff, accepts the corn. 



The Preacher writes beautifully upon this fubje&. Ecclus.C. ii. 
My fen, if thou come to ftrve the Lord, prepare thy foul for trial. 
" Set thy heart aright , and conflantly endure, and make not ha fie ijt 
" in time of trouble," i. e. be not impatient to get over thy trouble. 
" Cleave unto him, and depart not away, that thou may eft be increa- 
*' fed at thy laft end. Whatfoever is brought upon thee take cbear- 
€t fully, and be patient when thou art changed to a low eft ate. For 
" gold is tried in the fin, and acceptable men in thefurnact ofadyer- 

" fty. Look at the generations of old, and fee, did e ver any trufi 

" in the Lord and was confounded' ? Or did any abide in his fear and 
" was fbrfaken T Or whom did he ever defpife, that called upon him f 
" For the Lord is full of compafjion and mercy ; He forgiveih fins, and 
" favetb in time of affiiclion. — Wo he to the finner that goetb two 
*' ways," i. e. that hath recourfe to man as well as God. ** Wo 
" unto him that is faint-hearted', for be believeth not, therefore /ball 
" be not be defended. Wo unto you that have loft patience : What 

'* will ye do when the Lord fhall vifit you ? They that fear the 

** Lord will fay, We will fall into the hands of tlx Lord, and. net into 
" the bands of men : For as his majefty is, fo is bis mercy." 

In like manner St. Cbryfoflom in/owns ns, u Thai, in proportion 
** as God adds to our tribulation, He adds likewife to our ritri- 
" bution." 
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THOMAS A KEMPIS: 



A VISION. 



IN OMNIBUS REQUIEM QUiESIVI, ET NUSQUAM 
INVENI, NISI IN ANGULIS, ET LIBELLIS. 

Symbol. Kmpi/Un, 

At nunc, difcufla rcram caligine, verum 
Jfpicis ; ilia alii rurfus ja&antur in cdto. 
At tv a fecuros portus, blandamque quietem 
Utravit, non quassa ratis. 

Stat. Syh. L. IL 
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ADVERTISEMENT 



To the READER. 



AT the end of the Xllth Stanza in this Poem, 
I had feveral inducements for venturing to 
change the Ode into Heroic Meafure. The firft was, 
that I might diverfify the doSrinal part from the de- 
fcriptive. The ficond was, that our excellent and 
moft learned poet, Cowley, had given me his autho- 
rity for making this change, in his Poem de Plantis p 
But the third and truer reafon was, that I found it next 
to impracticable, to deliver fliort, unadorned, didac- 
tical Sentences confidently with the copioufnefs, irre- 
gularity, and enthufiafm peculiar to Ode-writing.— 
Let the Reader only make the experiment, and I 

flatter myfelf he will join with me in opinion. Nor 

have I departed any further than in a metaphor or two 
from that original fimplicity which chara&erifes my 
Author, however difficult and felf-denying fuch an 
undertaking might be in a poetical compofuion. What 
gave me warning was, that Caftilio and Stanhope had 
both fpoiled Thomas a Kempis by attempting to 
adorn him with flowery language, falfe elegance, and 
glaring imagery. And, by the Way, to this caufe 
may be attributed the mifcarriages of many Poets, 
(otherwife confefledly eminent) in their Parapbrafes of 
the Pfalms of David, the Book of Job, &c. The 
grandeur of fcriptural fublimity, or fimplicity, admits 
of few or no embellifhments. Edwyn Sandys, in the 
reign of Charles I, ieems only to have known this 
fccret. 
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J. Ji . Jlou/.n f pinx 



THE 



ASCETIC, 



O R, 



THOMAS A KEMPIS* 

A VISION. 

And in the morning, rifing up a great while be- 
fore day, he went and departed into a folitary 

place, and there prayed. Mark C. i, V. 3 5. 

C 2 1. DEEP 
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L 

DEEP in a vale, where cloud-born * Rhyns 
Thro* meads his Alpine waters roll'd, 
Where panfics mixt with dailies (nine, 
And afphodels inftarr*d with gold \ 
Two forefts, flcirting round the feet 
Of everlafting mountains, meet, 
Half-parted by an op'ning glade j 
Around Hercynian oaks are feen. — » 
Larches t» and cyprefs ever-green, 
Unite their hofpitable made, 

* - 

11. 

ImpearlM with dew, the rofy Morn 
Stood tip-toe % on the mountain's brow j 
Gleams following gleams the heav'ns adprn, 
And gild the theatre below : 

■ 

• This rwer takes its rift from one of the higheft ice-mountains 

%v!m» of Larcb^ree here meant is called Snprvirtn, : 
The other larches are JtcMifMi. 

. X Tif >t. Shaitfpar*. H*om 
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Or, Thomas a Kempis. % 
Nature from needful dumber wakes, 
And from her mifty eye-balls fhakes 
The balmy dews of fbft repofc : 
The pious lark with grateful lays 
Afcends the ikies, and chants the praife 
Which man to his Creator ewes • 

in. 

When lo ! a venerable Sire appears, 
With fprightly foot-fteps haft'ning o'er the plain j 
His treffes bore the marks of fourfcore years, 
Yet free from ficknefs he, and void of pain : 

- 

His eyes with half their youthful clearnefi flione *f\ 

Still on his cheeks health's tin&ure gently glow'd, 

....... 

C 3 His 

• r « Before *we engage in worldly bufiieft, or any common amufe- 
** merits of life, let us be careful to «mf crate tbejurft'fruits of the day, 
" and the very beginning of our holy thoughts u&o$be ferwee of God." 

v , • * St. Basil. 

f Thomas Z Kemfis' had no manifeftirifiraiities .of old-age, and 
retained his eye-fight perfeft to the laft. 

All that I have ever been able to learn in Germany, upon good 
authority, concerning him, is as follows : He waa born at Kempt t, 

«r 



2a 'The Ascetic: 

His aged voice retain'd a manly tone, 
His peaceful blood in e^ual tenour flow'd ; 
At length, beneath a beechen fliade reclin'd, 
He thus poured forth to Hcav'n the traniports of his 
mind. 

41 Come unto m n [Messiah cries} 
" All that are laden and opprefs'd 

* » . 

" To Thee 1 come" [my heart replies] 
" O Patron of eternal reft !" 

" Who 

or Kempen, a fmall walled town in the dutchy of Cleves, and dfocefe 
of Colcgn. His family-name was Hamerhin, which fignifies in tht 
German language a little Hammer. We find alio that his parent! were 
named John and Gertrude Hamerlein. He lived chiefly in the mo* 
nailery of Mount St. jfgties ; where his effigy, together with a prof- 
pedfc of the monaftery, was engraven on a plate of copper that lies 
over his body* The faid monaftery is now called Bergk-Cloefter, 
or, as we might fay in Englkh, Hill-Cloyfttr. Many (bangers in 
their travels vifit it. Kempis was certainly one of the beft and greatefl 
men ftnee the primitive ages. His Book of the Imitation of Chriji 
has (ben near forty Editions in the original Latin, and above fixty 
Tranflarions have been made from it into modern languages. 
Our author died Auguji the 8th, 1471, aged 92 years. 
. In the engraving on copper above-mentioned, and lying over hit 
grave, is reprefented a perron refpeclfully prefenting to him a label* 
on which is written a verfe to this effect 

" Oh! where it Peace? for Then its paths baft trod."—— 
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Or* Thomas a KeMpIS* t$ 

«< tylo walks with me" [rejoins the VoifcB] 

M In pureft dty-ligbt Jball rejoice* 

" Incapable tv trr* or fall" 

With thee I walk* my gracious God % 

Long Pve thy painful foot-fteps trod* 

Redeemer* Saviour \ Friend of all • ! 

II. 

Heav'n in my youth beftow'd each good 

Of choicer fort : In fertile lands 

A decent patrimony ftood, 

Sufficient for my juft demands. 

My form was pieafing ; health refln'd 

My blood j A deep-difcerning mind 

To which Kunpis returns another {trip of paper, inscribed as followsi 
" In poverty, retirement, and ixritb God" 

» 

He was a canon regular of Auguflins^ and fub-prior of Mount 
St, Agnes* monastery. He compoied his treatiie On the Imitation of 
Cbriji in the fixty-firft year of his age, as appears from _a note of his 
own writing in the library of his convent. 

• Imitation ^Christ, Lib* I, C. u 

C 4 Crown'd 
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Crown'd all the reft ; 'The fav'ritc chucr 
Of un-affe&ed eloquence, 
Plain nature, un-fcholaftic fenfe \ 

m 

And once or tw?ce .the Muses fmil'd \ 



HI. 

* 

Bleft with each boon that fimpler minds defire, 
Till Heav'n grows weary of their naufeous pray'rs, 

I made the nobler option to retire *, 

•• 

And gave the world to worldlings and their heirs y 

• * * 

The warrior's laurels, and the ftatefman's fame, 
The vain man's hopes for titles and employ, 
The pomp of ftation, and the rich man's name, ♦ 
I left for fools to feek, and knaves t'enjoy f * 



, * " Solitude is the beft fihool wherein to, learn the way to Heaven." 

St Jerom. 

" Worldly honours are a trying fnare to men of an exalted ftation ; 
" ofcour/e their chief care muft be, to put them/elves out of the reach 
" cfenvy B y humility." Nepotian. . 

" Thepleafures of this world are only the momentary comforts of the 
41 miferablc, and not the rewards of the happy/' .St. August. 
*T Catera /elicit <r fpeciofa incommoda <tit*e 
Permiji Jlultis guarere, habere malts. 

Couleius defiant. 

, An 
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Or, /Thomas a Kempis. 
An early whifper did its truths impart, 
And all the God conceal'd irradiated my heart. 

L 

Happy the man who turns to Heav'n, 
When on the landfcape's verge of green 
Old-age appears, to whom 'tis giv'n 
To creep m fight, but fly, unjeen ! 
Stealer of marches, fubtile foe, 
Sinon of ftratagem and woe ! 
Thy fatal blows ah ! who can ward ? 
Around thee lurks a motley train 

, i 

Of wants, and fears, and chronic pain, 
The hungry Croats of thy guard. 

* ■ 

[Thus on the flow'r-enamePd lawn, 
Unconfcious of the lead furprize, 
In thoughtlefs gambols fports the fawn 
Whilft veil'd in grafs the tygrefs lies. 



g6 *Ibt Ascetic j 

The filcnt trait'refs crouches low, 

Her very lungs furccafe to blow : , 

At length Ihe darts on hunger's wing? \ 

Sure of her diftance and fuccefi, 

Where Newtoh could but only guefs, 

She never mifles, when (he fprings *.] 

in. 

More truly wife the man, whofe early youth f 

■ 

Is offered a free offering to the Lord, 
A felf-addi&ed votary to truth, 
Servant thro' choice, difciple by accord ! 
Heav'n always did th* unblemilh'd turtle chuTe, 
Where health conjoin'd with fpirit moft abounds : 
Heav'n fe&ks the young, nor does the old refufe, 
But youth acquits the debt, which age compounds ! 

* This Parenthefis was inferted by way of imitating the famtftis 
Panntbifis in Horace's Ode, which begins 

Qualm miniftrum fulmims alitem, &C 

t " Even /rem the fitwer till the grape nvas ripe, hath my Jyeart 
M dtliibttdin fTi/dm" Ecclus. C. li, V. i$. 

Aukward 
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Or, Thomas & Ke^pis. 27 
Aukwafd in time, and four'd with felf-difgrace, 
The fpend-thrift pays tus all ft and takes the bankrupt's 

■ 

place. 

1. 

Thus fpoke the venerable Sage, 
Who ne'er imbib'd Maonian lore, 
Who drew no aids from Maro's page, 

■ • 

And yet to nobler flights could foar. 
Taught by the Solymean maid.; 
With native elegance array'd 
He gave his eafy thoughts to flow \ 
The charms which anxious art deny'd 
Truth and fimplicity fupply 'd, 
Melodious in religious woe, 

II. 

Poet in fentiment ! He feel* 

0 * m 

The flame j oor fceks from ver/Pi aid I 

Tfee 
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The veil which artful charms conceals, 

To, real beauty proves zjbade. [' r 

When nature's out-lines dubious are, ; 

Verfe decks them with a flight cymarr * j 

Irue charms by art in vain are dreft. . _ 

Not icy profe could damp his fire : 

Intenfe the flame and mounting high'r, " 

Brighdy victorious when oppreft ! m 

- 

HI. 

By this time morn in all its glory fhone ; 
The fun's chafte kifs abforb'd the virgin-dew : 
Th' impatient peafant wifh'd his labour done, 

♦ 

The cattle to th' umbrageous dreams withdrew; 
Beneath a cool impenetrable (hade, 
Quiet, He mus'd. So Jonas fafely fate 

* A thin covering of the gaufe, or (arcenet-kiftd. 

Dryd. Cjmon &" Iphigen. 

[When 
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Or, Thomas a Kempis. 
[When the fwift gourd her palmy leaves difplay'd] 
To fee the tow'rs of Ninus bow to fate*}-. 
Th' Ascetic then drew forth a parchment-fcroll, 
And. thus pour'd out to Heav'o th* effufions of his foul. 



THE 

« 

MEDITATION 

OF 

THOMAS A KEMPIS. 

(t .) V I ^ I S Vanity to wifh for length of days j 
JL The art of living well is wife mttts praift* 

If death, not length of life, ongagd our view, 

■ 

Life would he happier, and death happier too (a). 

■ 

Nature forefhows our death : *Tis God's decree j 

. : . 

The King, the infect dies 5 and fo muft We. 

■ -. 

f Jonah C. iv, V. 6* 

O ; This and the following paflages marked with a note of re- 
ference are extracted almoft verbatim from Kempis'* Book of the 
Imwim of Christ. Lib. I, C, 1,2, See alfo Lib. 2, C. 19. 23^ 

What'* 
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What's natural, and common to us all. 
What's necejfary \ — none (hould evil call. 
Check thy fond love of life, and human pride ; 
Shall man repine at death, when Christ has dy'd ? 

(2.) He tbflt can calmly view the maflc of death * 
Will never tremble at the face beneath : 
Probationer of Heav*n y he fiarts no more 
To fee the laft funds ebb, than thofe before # . 

(3.) In vain we argue* boafi % elude % defiant ;~ 
No man is honeft that 9 s afraid of want. 
No blood of confeflbrs that lofom warms f 9 
Which fiarts at hunger, as the worft of harms, (b) 



* " Death, 'when compared to life, feems to It a remedy and not a 
" puuijbment" St. Macau* 

On the fame point another Primitive Chriftian hath obferved, 
'* That tbi Supreme Being made lije Jbort ; Jinee, as the troubles of it 
** cannot be removed from us, we may the fooner be removed from 
(t ibem." St. Bernard. 

+ " Dofi thou fear poverty? QbriJI calls the poor man bleffed, > 
— ( * Art tbou afraid of labour ? Pains are productive of a crown. 
*— " Art tbou hungry ? A true confidence in God fears no famine : 
r— " for the Supreme Governour of tbe world beholds thy warfare 5 

•« and prepares for thee a crown of glory and everlafiing rfi." 

Huron. iuEpift. 

(k) L, H, Thorn, a Kmpis, 

W)*be 
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Or, Thomas a Kempis. 31 
f4.) Tie man mtb chriftian perfeverancejhr 9 d\ 
Checked but notfiofd s retarded but not tir'J; 
Straiten 9 d by foes, yet fure of a retreat* 
In Heav'n's prote&on rep fecurely great f : 
Hears ev'ry Jbarp alatm without difmay ; 
Midft dangers daunt left, and midjl terrors gay ; 
Indignant of objlru^ion glows bis flame, 
And, ftruggling, mounts to Heav%from whence Hum ; 
Opprefs'd it thrives ; its own dejlroyers tires, 
And with unhealing fortitude afpires. (c) 
When man defponds, [of human hope bereft,] 
Patience and Chriftian heroifm are left, (d) 
Let Patience be thy firft and laft concern ; 
The hardeft taflc j> Chriftian has to learn % J 

* Perfeverance is an image of eternity," St. Bernard. 
f " The greateft fafety man can haw is to fear nothing but Godf 

Semkc. 

" Human fear defreffes, the fear of God exhilarates " Casi iaH. 

(c) Imitat. of Christ, L. Ill, C. 5, Ibid. C. 19, N?. I. 

(d) Ibid. C. 35, No. 2. Ibid. C P \%, N». 2. 

\ See alfo Caussih's Utfy Com* Part I, L. 3, Se& 32, Fol. 
1650. 

3 
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Life's pendulum in th' other world Jball make 

Advances, on the fide it now goes back. 

By force* a virtue of ceUfiial kind 
Was never ftornVd j by art 'tis undermin'd *. 

(5.) All feck for knowledge. Knowledge is no more 
Than this j To know ourfelves> and God adore. 
Wouldfl thou with profit feek, and learn with gain ? — » 
Unknown tbyfelf in folitude remain, (e) 
Virtue retires, but in retirement blooms, 
Full of good works, and dying in perfumes +. 
In thy own heart the living waters rife J ; 
Good conlpience is the wifdom of the wife 1 (f) 

* " True cbriftian piety *was never made a real captive ; it may he 
** killed, but cannot be conquered" St. Jerom. 

(e) Imitate of Christ, L. I, C. 20. L. II, C. io, 

■f '* The retired cbriftian, in feeking after an happy life, a&uaUy 
** enjoys one ; and poJJ'cjfes that already wbicb he only fancies be is pur- 
*' /uing." St. Eucher. 

% " Drink waters out of thine onuncifterns. Pro v. C. v, V. IJ. 
Scealfo Rev. C. xxii, V. 1. " And be fbowed me a pure river 
« of water of life, clear as cryftal." See John C. vii, V. 38. 

(f) Imitat, of Jesus Christ, L. I, C. 6. 

: 

Man's 
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Or, Thomas a Kempis. 33 
MatfsovAy confidence, unmixt with pride, 
Is the firm truji that God is on his fide! (g)* 
Like AaronV rod, the Faithful and the Juft, 
T orn from their tree, Jhall bloflbm in the duft. 

(6.) God, fays the chief of Penitents f, is One 
Who gives Himself, his Spirit, and his Son. 

i w 

" Is hunger irkfome ? Thou by Him art fed 

" With quails miraculous, and heav'nly bread. 

u Is thirft oppreflive ? Lift thy eyes, and fee 

" Cat'racts of water fall from rocks for thee. 

1 

" Art thou in darknefs ? -Uncreated light 

" Is all thy own, and guides thy erring fight. 

(g) Jmitat.ef Jesus Christ, Lib. II, C. lo. 

• " The only means of obtaining true fecurity is to commit all our 
" inter efts to God, who conftantly knows and is ever 'willing to be- 
" flow good things on them that afi bim as they ought" Cass I an. 

'* Security is no-where but in the love and fervice of God. // is 
" neither in Heaven, nor Paradife, much lefs in the prefent world. 
" In Heaven the Angels fell from the divine prefence : In Paradiie 
" Adam loft his abode of pleafure : In the world Judas fell from the 
" fchool of our Saviour." St. Bernard. 

■f- St. Aucust. The ten lines marked with inverted commas 
are a literal tranflation from him. 
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" Is nakcdnefs thy lot ? Yet ne'er repine 

" The veftraents of Eternity are thine. 

"Art thou a widow ? -God's thy confort true. 

" Art thou an orphan? He's thy father too." 

(7.) The men of Science aim themfelves tojhow *, 
And know juft what imports them not to know (h)> 
[Once having mtfs'd the truth, they farther fir ay : 
As men ride fafteft who have loft their way j] 
Whilft the poor feafant that with daily, care 
Improves his lands and offers Heav'n his pray'r, 
With confcious boldnefs may. produce his fact 
Where proud philofppbers Jhall want a place, (t) 
Phikfophy in anxious doubts expires : 
Religion trims her lamp, as life retires, (k) 

* " // // good to know much and live well : hut*, if <we cannot at' 
" tain both, it is better to deftre piety than learning : for knowledge 
" makes no man truly happy* nor doth bappinefs conftft in inttlle8*al 
** acquifitions. 7be only valuable thing is a religious life." 

Sti. Greg. Magn. Moral. 

And again: " That only is the belt knowledge which makes us 
tetter." 

(h) Imitat. of Christ. 

(i) Ibid. 

(k) Imitat. of Jesus Christ, L. II, C. IO0 

a • True 
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Or, TrtoMAs & &£mpis. 3^5 
True faith, like gold into the furnace caft, 
Maintains its fter ling pur enefs to the lap. 
Confcience will fifty pkm afl atieft * : 
A filent parfegyrifly but the beib! 

(8.) All chaft'ileriients'/^ private ufe aft giv'h \ 
the REVELATIONS PERSONAL cfHeav'n 
But man in mifery ntiftakes bis rcad\ 
Sighs for loft joys and never turns to God. (m) 
Heaven more than meets her child with forrows tryd \ 
Her dove brings olive-, e } er the waves fubfide. (n). 

* As in water face anjweretb to fa'ce^ Jo the heart of man to ma*i 
Prov. xxvii, V. 19. " Thou canjl avoid, fooner or later, whatever 
•« molejletb Thee, except Thy own confeience." 

Augustus in Pfalm xxx* 

(I) Imitat. of Jisus CrfRlST, L. I, C. 13* 

f " God caufelh (afflictions) to come, either for correction, or for 
" his land, or for mercy." Job C. xxxvii, V. 13. 

" It is the work and providence of Odd's fecret counfih that the 1 
u days of the EIe& Jhould be troubled in their pilgrimage. This prefent 
4t life is the way to our eternal abode : God thertf^c in his fecret wif~ 
" dom affiicls our travel with continual trouble, lejf the delights of our 
41 journey might take away the dejire of our journey's end" 

Sti. Greg. Mag. 

*' No fervant of Chrift is without affiiflion. If you expetf' to be 
*' free from perfecution, you have not yerfo f much as begun ta be a 
" Chriftian." St. August. 

(m) Imitat. of Ch* 1ST, L. I, C. II. 

(n) Imitat. ^/Christ, ibid. See alfo Gen. C viii, V. 11. 

D 2 Man 
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r 

Man gives but once, and grudges when we fue ; 
Hcav'n makes old gifts the precedents for new. 

(9.) Afflictions have their ufe ofev'ry kind \ 
At once they humble, and exalt the mind : 

1 

ihe ferment of the foul byjuft degrees 

Refines the true clear fpirit from the lees. (0) 

Boaji as we will, and argue as we can, 

None ever knew the virtues of a man, 

Except affliction fifts the flour from bran : (p) 

Say, is it much indignities to bear, 

When God for thee thy nature deign 9 d to wear ? 

Jfflander vilifies the good man's name, 

// hurts not •, but prevents a future Jhame. 

"The cenfure and reproaches of mankind 

Are the true chrifiian Mentors of the mind. 



(0) Imitat. of Christ, L. I, C. 13. 
(p) Ibid. Lib. I, C. 16. Lib. in, C. 12. See alfo Amos C. ix. 
V. 3, and Luke C.xxii, V. 3>- 

No 
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No other way humility is gain'd ; 
No other way vain-glory is refirain'd. 
Nor worfe, nor better we 9 if praife or blame 

Lift or deprefs The man is ftill the fame, (q ) 

The happy, if they* re wife, mtift all things fear ; 
Nor need th* unhappy, if they're good, defpair. 
(10.) Hard is the lajk 'gainft nature's ftrength to Jlrive : 

♦ 

Perfedtion is the lot of none alive ; 
Or grant frail man could tre&d tb* unerring road , 
How could we fuffer for the fake of God ? (r) 
Afflidtion'j ordeal, Jharp, but brightly Jbines 

■ 

* 

Separates the gold *, and ev'ry vice calcines. 
In adverfe fortune, when the ftorm runs high, 

* 

And Jicknefs graves death's image on the eye, 

* _ 

* * 

(q) Itnitat. fl/CHRIST, L. Ill, C. C. 
( r) Ibid. 

• " For Gold is tried in the frt 9 and acceptable men in the furnace 
*« of adverfity." Ecclus. C. ii, V. 5. 

D 3 Nor 
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Mr nor rank, por pow'r, affuage the grief— 

AJk God to fend thee patience or relief. (s) 

The infant Moses 'fcap'4 bis watry grant *• 

♦ 

Heaven half- o'er whelms joz* // /sow fave ! 

(i i.) T*i>' Ambitious arid the Covetous defm + 
M?r* /Zn?jr rcar/i* deferves, er ttw/j require : 
Not merely for the profit things may yield, 
But ah, their neighbour's pittance maims their field; 
Thus, gain* J by force, or fraudulent deflgn, 
The grapes of Nabqth yield them blood for wine J. 

(s) Imitat, ^Christ, L.IU, C. 5. 
* Exod. C. II, V. 5. 

j- " He that gathered* hy defrauding his own foul, gathereth for 
f « others, that Jhall fpend his goods riotoufly. A covetous man's eye 
** is not fatisfed with his portion, and the iniquity of the wicked drink 
" up his foul' 1 Ecclus. C. xiv. 

X " AhabV excufe to Naboth, when he faid give me thy vine- 
" yard that I may make it a garden of herbs, represents in a lovely 
" manner the pretences that avaricious and ambitious men ufe, nvhen 
t( they want to make new acquifitions. They lye to their confeiences ; 
" ajking a feeming trifle, and meaning to obtain fomptbing very vaiu- 
"able." St. Ambrrose." 

" Woe unto them that covet fields, and take them away by violence" 

Mica .4 C. \\, V. 2. 

" They enlarge their defire as hell, and are as death, and cannot 
" $e fat i fed : Woe unto them that encreafe that which is not 
« theirs:' Hab. C. ii, V. 5, 6. 

(**0 
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(12.) Nothing but truth can claim a lajtingdate; (t) 

Time is truth's fureft judge, and judges late : 

Andy for thy guide y feHE alone beUev% 

Who never can deceive* nor is deceiv'd * ! 

Thus fafe thro 9 waves the fans of I$r*el trod ; 

Their better magnet was the lantp of God : 

And thus Heaves ftar earth's humble fhepherds led 

To their Messiah in his humbler bed. 

(13.) Flatt'ry and f ami at death the V&inforfake, 

And other knaves and fools their honours take f. 
(14.) Ttize not thy mind ; nor run a rejllefs round 

In fearch <?/fcience better loft than found. 

Still teach thy foul a fiber courfe to try, 

And fhun the track of Angularity ! 

(t) Imitat. o/]esvs Christ, L. t, C. 3. 

* ■ Neque decipit ur, neque decipit unquam. Ma nil, 
*f* " 'There is no work thai Jhevos mere art and induflry than the fix- 
" ture of xt fpider's web. The delicate threads are fo nicely di/pojed, 
*' and fo curioujly interwoven one with another y that you would think it 
" produced by the labour of a cehftial Being \ yet nothing in the e vent 
" is more fragil and infubjlantial. A breath of wind tears it to fiaes, 
and carries it away, Jujl fo are worldly acquijitions made by men 
M in exalted flat ions, and reputedly wife and cunning" Or 1 gen. 

D 4 (15O 
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(15.) Prefumptuous flights and fceptical debates 

Foretell [Cassandra-IUcc] the fall of ftates. 

So Greece and Rome foon moulder* d to decay \ 

IVben Epicurus' fyftera gained the day. 

* 

But tbofe who make prophanencfe ftand for wit, 
Defp'rate apply the pigeons to their feet : 
Bankrupt; of fenfe, and impudently bad \ , 
Their judgement ruin'd, and their fancy mad! 
Like Daniel's * Goat *f in tb* infolence of youth , 
Stars they difplace, and over-turn the truth. 

(16.) He j who adopts religions, wrong or right| 
Is not a convert, but an hypocrite : 
Him, feeming what he is not, man efieems 5 
God hates him y for he is not what he fcems. 

1 

The bull-rufh thus a fpecious out-ftde wears, 
Smooth as the fhining rind the poplar bears : 



• Dan. C, viii, V. 10, 11, 

t The Prophet here means, by the Coat, the King of Greece, th« 
region of vain philofophy. 

But 
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But ftrip the covering of its polijh'd Jkin, 
Jnd all is infubftantial fponge within. 

■ 

When not a wbifper breathes upon the trees, 
Unmoved it ftands, but bends with ev'ry breeze. 
It boafts th* ablution of a Jilver flood* 
But feeds on mire, and roots itfelf in mud. 

(17.) Self-love is foolifh, criminal, and vain* - 9 
therefore, O man, fuch partial views reftrain : 
Jnd often take this counfel/<?r a rule, 
¥0 pleafe one's self is but to pleafe one fool *f\ 

(18.) The Alms we give, we keep : The alms we favc 
We lofe : Boffefjing only what we gave J. 

* 

But, if vain-glory prompts the tongue to boaft, 
In vain we firive to give, the gift is hjl. 



• " He that lovetb bim/elf moft, bath of all men the happinefs of 
" finding the feweji rivals. 1 * Anon. Vet. 

f He that plea/etb him/elf plea/etb a foci." 

J; " There is that fcattereth and yet enereaftth ; and there is that 
" tvitboldetb more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty." 

Prov. L. xi, V. 24. 

« The riches which thou treafureft up, are loft j tbo/e which them 
** eharitahly befioweft, are truly thine." St. Aucust. 

Wealth, 



42 Yfo AstETrc: 

JPia/fA, un-bepw'd, is tht^ool's AlcHymy ; — 

Mfers have wealthy but tafte it not ; — * urf die. 

In ev'ry purfe that th* avaricious bears, 
There's ftill a rawf, which wily Satan tears * j 
A man may mend it, at returning light, 

4 

But the Arch-Fiend un-darns the Work at night. 

Ufelefs, O Mifer, are thy labours found 5 

And all thy vintage leaks on thirfty ground f. 

Chimeric nonfenfe ( Riches un-emplofd 

Jn doing good, are riches un-enjofd. 

Tbejlave who fets bis foul on worthlefs pep, 

Is a mere DIOCLESIAN to bimfelf •> 

A wretched martyr in a wretched caufe $ ' ' v 

'4foi % un-bonoufd j dead, without apptaufe! 

4 

* Hacgai C. i, V. 6, 

t " — ■ 1 Jbi omnis 

Pfu/usJahr. — * Vmo. 
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Or, Thomas a Kempis. 43 
Boaft not of homage to earth's momrchs giv'n — 
A Paula'.* % name is better known in Heav'n. 

■ 

(19.) Riches no more arc ours, than arc the waves 
Of yonder Rhyne, which our Mount-Agnes* laves, 
Th* impatient waters no continuance make ; 
Adopt new owners, and their old forfake. 

f As thofe who call for wines, beyond their (hare, 
Refund the draughts which nature cannot bear 5 
(Whitft bile and gaU corroding in their breaft 
Demand a pajfagc, and admit no reft :) 
Juft fo rapacious mifers fwell their ftore \ 
To diamonds diamonds add, and oar to oar 5 

% Paula was a Roman lady defcended from the Gracchi and &t- 
pios. Her hufband was of the Julian race. After his deeeafe, me 
gave moll of her pofleffions to the poor, and retired from Rome to a 
iblitude at Bethlehem. That incomparable virgin Eajlocbium was 
her daughter. Both their Hiilories are drawn at large by St. Jtnm^ 
and addreflibd to Euflochium. Paula has written fome excellent ver- 
fes on religious fubjetts. 

She built a temple at Emmdus in honour of our Blefled Saviour, 
Her tomb is at Bethlehem. The infeription for her and her daugh- 
ter was written by St. Jerom. Sartdyis Trow. Tol. 135; 139, t3c. " 

* The name of the monaftery where Kempis refided. 

t Part of this Paragraph, printed in Italics, is copied from Job 
C. xx, V. 14, ic, 18. Compare alfo Job C.xxvii, V. 19,20,21. 
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They gulp down wealth* — and* with heart-piercing pain, 
And clay -cold qualms , dij charge the load again. 
Death hurfis the cajket, and the farce is o'er ; "1 
(Curft is that wealth, which never eas'd the Poor !) I 
Whilfi fools and fpend- thrifts fweep it from the floor. J 
The gold of Ophy r * dazzles their weak eyes 9 
Turquoifes f next their weaker minds furprize, 
Rich* deeply azur'd, like Italian Jkics* J 
Then are the fiery rubies J to be feen, 
And em'ralds || tinclur'd with the rain-bow's green : 
Tranjlucent beryl §, flame- ey'd chryfolite **, 
And fardonix *f refrefher of the fight \ 

• GoUof Ophir. See i Kings C. ix, V. 28. 1 Chron. xxix, 
V. 4. 2 Chron. viii, V. 18. Psalm xlv, V. 9. Isaiah xiii. 
V. 12. 

f T urquoifts. " The true oriental turquoue comes oat of the cU 
" roek in the mountains of Pirijkua t about eighty miles from the 
" town of Mofebeda." Hift. o/GuJl. Adolpb. Vol. II, p. 342. 

\ Rubies. " Nazarites> more ruddy than rubies" Lam. C. iv, V. 7* 

H Emeralds. " A rain-bow in fight like an emerald." Rev, 
C. iv, V. 3. 

§ Berryh Dan. C. x, V. 6. Rev. xxi, V. 20. 

CbryfoUte. Ezek. C. xxviii. 
•f Sardonyx. Rev. C. xxi, Vi 20. 

With 
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With tbefe th 9 empurpled amethift combines *, 
And opaz ||, vein*d with riv'lets, mildly fkines. 

■ 

All firft turns into rut, then to tt*r* :— 
"WhirFd down th* impetuous torrent, call'd an heir* 

(19.) Religion's harbour, like th* Etrurian bayf, 
Secure from fiorms is land-IbckM ev'ry way. 
Safe, midft the wreck of worlds, the vefel rides, 
Nor minds the abfent rage of winds and tides : 

■ 

Wbilfi from his prow the pilot, looking down, 
Surveys at once God's image and his own £ ; 
Heav'n's favour fmoothes tV expanfe, and calmnefs fleeps 
On the clear mirror of theftlent deeps. ( u) 

* Jmethifi. Exod. C. xxviii, V. 19* Ibid. C. xxxix, V. 12. 

I Ezejc. C. xxviii, V. 13, and Rev. xxi. V. 20. 

+ The port of Lericbe, in Tufcany. 

J " One way to know God is ferfeflly to know one's ftlf" 

Hugo de anima. 

€t Why dofi thou wonder, O smut, at the heigh of the fiats, or 
" depth of the fea ? Examine rather thine own foul, and wonder 
•< there" Isidok. 

(m) Imitat. ^Christ, L. II, C. 1—3, 

(20.) 



4& £2* Ascetic : 

(20.) jV*-m»ac once two* Eden? cm enjoy \; 

Nor earrt 4«*Hfeav*ji the ftlf -fame mind employ. 

Two dip rent ways tV wifociail objeSs draw ; 

Fkfhfirives with Spirit, Nature cmbats La*': 

Reafon Revelation /w <a7 firife % 

Tbo 9 meant for mutual aid, 'like man and wife. (w). 
Religion and the world canne 9 er agree : 

One 9* w facrifie'dy that one w^j yk. 

Canals, for pleafure made, with pleafure fir ay % 

But drain at length the middle Rrtzm away. 

(21.) Life x sjoys and pomp at diftance Jhotdd' appear % 

PofTeffion brings the vulgar dawbing, near. 

Who can rejoice to tread a devious road, 

Led byfalfe views , and ferpentine/hw God? (x) 

| " // is not only difficult but imtoffibk to enjoy Heaven here and 
" hereafter ; or; in other words, to live in ptehfure and d/jfipa/icn, and 
*' at tbie fame time attain fpiritual happinefu No man bath pajfed 
*' frcm^ne Paraiife to anothtr : No nian bath been the mirror of jeli* 
f * ci *y in both *tM*rlds, nor Jbont *vritb *f ami glory in earth and in hta* 

itemJ' Hi Eft ok. 

fw) Imitat. o/Chrut, L, J, C« 24* 
(re) Ibid. L. I, C. 21* 

WouWfi 
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Would? fi thou be vitally with Chjust conjoin' d * 
Copy his deeds* and imitate his mind (y) 
No man can worldly happinefs eqfure v 
Heav'n's conflation oil men aagr procure, (z) 

(22.) When paffion* reign with arbitrary fway % 
Hefiftance, not compliance, wins the day. (a ) 
Here av'rice, there ambitious febemes prevail ; 
Who can quench flames, when double winds affail i 
Boafi as we wiU t our chriftian glories lie 
In humble fqfFring, net proud apathy, (b) 
SubmiflJon an eternal crown procures y 
Heav'n's hero conquers moft> who moft endures. 

Like the four cherubs in Ezekiel'j dream V 
[What time the prophet,/^ by Ohebak 9 s Jlreaml^ 

(y) Imitat. ^Christ, L. T, C. z\\ 
(zj Ibid. 

(a j Ibid. L.I, C. 6. 
(b) Ibid. L. II, C. 3. 

• See Ezek. C. u 

The 
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The Christian, mov'd by energy divine, 

* ■ ■ 

Walks forward ftill, in one unvarying line + : 
Nor wealthy norpow'r, attracl his wand? ring fight \ 
He fwerves not to the left hand, nor the right. 
Humbly be eats, and finds the proffer'd fcroll 
Sweet to the tafie, infpiring to the foul J. 
So when Saul'j weary 1 d Son his fafting broke 
With honey dropping from PmLrsTiAN oak, 
Returning Jlrength and fprightlinefs arife, 
Clow on his cheeks, and fparkle in his eyes fl. 

When fortune finiles within doors and without, 
Man's heart, well-pleas'd, may think itfelf devout : 
But, when ill days, and nights of pain, fucceed* 
Let him bear well, and he's devout indeed, (c) 

(23.) Thofe who revenge a deed that injures them, 
Copy the very fin, which they condemn *. 

Impioufiy 

\ Ezbk. C. 1, V. 12. J Ibid, C. iii, V. 1, 2, 3. 

$ 1 Sam. C xiv, V. 29. 

(c) Imitat. ^Christ, L. II, C. 3. 

• ** To return one injury for another is to revenge like man : Whereat 

" to 
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Impioujly wandering from the Cbriftian ready 
They /natch God's own prerogative from God ! 
Michael in bitternefs of ftrife confign'd • 

The final verdicl to th y unerring mind *. 

From turbulence of anger wifely keep ; 
The hind who soweth winds, shall whirl* 
winds reap +. 
(24.) The Worldling, TEMPTER of himfelf, 
purfues 

Idols of his own making j ideot'a views \ 
(Unhappy wretch ! wrapt up in thin difguife ! 
Where All that is not impious, is unwife ! ) 



" to revenge like God is to love our enemies. It is a great happineft 
*' not to be able to hurt one's neighbour, nor to have the power and 
4t parts to do mi/chiefs The ingenuity of [what we call] ?nen of the 
'« world, confijis in knowing how to injure others, and revenge our- 
** f elves when injured. Whereas, on the contrary, not to return evil 
«* for evil is the true honour and vital principle of the Gofpel." 

Leon. 

9 Judb V. 9. Zech. C. iii, V. 2. 

+ Hose a C. viii, V. 7. Htnd is the head-fcrvant in hufbandry- 
mattcrs. Chaucer, Dry den, and in the weft of England at prefent. 



See, 



I 



£ 0 The Ascetic : 

See, bow be broods from night to morning's dawn, 

On eggs of baftUjks % and fccrpion-fpawn * : 

And, after all the care he can impart, 

His fbfterM mifcrcaftts fting him to die heart s 

Swift thro* each vein the myftic poifbns roul, 

Fatal alike to body and to foul f / 

(25.; PerfeZ would be our nature and wr ]oy 
If man could ev'ry year one vice defiroy (d) %. 
Withdraw thee from the fins that moft affaH, 
And labour where thy virtues leaft prevail, (e) 

(26.) Falfe joys <late % and griefs as faife controul 
<rhe little pifmire with an human foul || : 
Oh, were he like th* un-rea?ning ant, whojlrives 
For folid good, and but by inftind lives. ' 

* Isaiah C. lix, V. 41 
+ Matth. C.x, V. 28. 

(d) Imitat. o/Christ, L. I, C. II. L. IT, C. 23. 

% " Inftead of ft an ding fill, going backward, or deviating, al<way* 
*' add, always proceed : Not to advance, in/ome ferfe is to retire, it 
" is letter to creep in the right way than fly in the wrong way.''* 

St. August, in Serm. 

(e) Imitat. of Chm%t, L. I, C. 25. 
II Man. 

(27-) 
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(27.) To wail and not amend a life mifpent 
Means to confefs, but means not to repent : 

1 

Tongue-penitents,' like him who too much owes. 
Run more in debt, and live but to impofe. 

(28.) Deem not th 9 unhappy, vicious ; nor devote 
To farcafm and contempt the thread-bare coat. 
Oft have we feen rich fields of genuine corn 
Edg'd round with brambles, and begirt with thorn. 
The powers <?/Zeuxis' pencil are the fame, 
Enclosed in gilded, or in fable frame. 

(29.) The down that fmoothes the great man *s amicus 
bed, 

Was gather* d from a quiet poor man's fhed : 
Content and peace are found in mean eft ate, 
And Jacob'.* dreams on JacobV pillow wait *. 

- 

• " And Jacob took the fortes of that place and put them for hi 
" pillow? Gen. C. xxxviii, V. ?. 

E 2 S# 
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So Tekoa'j Swain, by no vainglories led, 

Nurtur'd his herds with leaves, and humbly fed f. 

(30.) Good turns of friends we fcribble on the /and, 
But injuries engrav'd on marble fiand\, 

(31.) TVitbpray'rs thy evening clofe, thy morn begin 5 
But Heav'ris true Sabbath is to reft from fin. 

(32.) An Hermit once crf d out in private pray' r, 
« Oh, if I knew that 1 fhould perfevere /" 
An angel's voice reply' d, in placid tone, 
" fVhatwould'ft thou do, if the great truth were known? 
" Do now *, what thou intendeft then to do, 

« And everlafting fafety fhall enfue." (f) 

To chufe, implies delay ; whilft Time devours 
7hejickly bloffoms of preceding hours. 

T Amos C. vii, V. 14. 

X Kempi/ii didum commune. " Benefida pulveri ; fi quid malt pa* 
" timur, marmot i infcalpimus" 

* 4 * A Chrijlian bath no to-morrow ; that is to fay, a Cbriftian 
* * Jbould put of no duty till tomorrow.*' Te R T U L L . 

(f) Imitat. ^Christ, L. J, C. 25. 

Repentance, 
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Repentance, well perform* d, confirms the more ; 
As boneSy well fet, grow ftronger than before. 

(33.) When Heav*n excites thee to a better way, 
Catch the foft fummons, and the call obey. 
<thus Mary left her folitude and tears, 
"When Martha whifper y d> Lo thy Christ ap- 
pears 1(g) 

t (34) The virtues of the world, which moft men move, 

Are lay'rs from pride, or graftings on felf-love * : 

» 

Whatever for itfelf is not ejleem'd, 

» 

Proves a falfe choice^ and is not as it feem'd f. 



(g) Imitat. Christ L. IT, C. 28. Sec John C. ii, V. 28. 

* " There is a fort of teeming Good, which, if a rational mind 
" lover, it finneth ; inafmucb as it is an objed beneath the confidtra- 
'* tion of fiich a mind" St. August, de Ver. Relig. 

" Whatever is not loved on account of its own intrinfic worth, // 
u not properly loved** Idem in Soli Jog. L. I, C. 13. 

t " In this life there is no virtue but in loving that ivhich is truly 
" amiable. To chufe this, is prudence ; to he averted from it by no 
" terrifying circumfiances, is fortitude. To be influenced by no fort of 
" temptation, is temperance ; and to be affeded by no ambitious vievis, 
" i» conlidering the thing with impartial juftice as vie ought to do" 

Idem de Per. F did tat. L. II. 

E 3 (35.) 
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i 

(35.) The track to Heav'n is intricate and fieep ; 
Narrow to tread y and difficult to keep : 
On either band Jharp precipices lie* 
And our Jleps faultcr with the fwerving eye \ 
That paffage clear 'd, a level road remains^ 
Thro" quiet valleys and refreshing plains, (h) 

(36.) Must would buy Heav'n without a price or lofs 
They like the PARADISE, but fhun the CROSS, (i) 
Many participate of Christ 9 s repaft ; 
Few chufe his abfiinence 9 or learn to fafl. (k) 
Few relijh Chriftianity ; and most 
(Inprivate)m(h their Lord would leave their coaft*: 
Tboufandt may counterfeit tb' apparent part ; 
And thoufands may be Gergesenes at heart ||. 

(h) Imitat. ^Christ, L. II, C. 11, N°. 1, 

(i) Ibid, 
(k) Ibid. 

* Matth. C. viii, V. 34. || Ibid. 

" It is common for man to ajk every blejfing that God can be/low, but 
*' be rarely dejires to pojfefs God Him/elf. n 

Aug. in Pfelm Ixxvi. 

All 
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Or, Thomas a Kempis. 55 
All in ChristV kingdom would the thrones partake 5 
Few have the faith to fuffer for bis fake. (I) 
His tafteful bread by many mouths is fought ; 
Few cbufe to drink bis Passion'j bitter draught, (m) 



(I) Imitat. ^ChRIST, L. II, C. 2. N°. I. 

(m) Ibid. SeealfoC. 12. 
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C O N T E N T M E N T, 
INDUSTRY, 

AND 

ACQUIESCENCE under the Divine Will: 

■ 

An O D E : 

Written in the Alpine Parts of CaRniola, 1749* 
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CONTENTMENT, INDUSTRY, 

AND 

ACQUIESCENCE under the Divine Will : 

An ODE. 

The wildernefs and folitary place (hall be glad 
for them, [the children of the Lord:"] and the 
defart fhall rejoice and blolTom like the rofe* 
It fhall bloflbm abundantly, and rejoice even 
with joy and ringing : The glory of Lebanon 
fhall be given unto it, the excellency of Car- 

mel 



60 . Contentment, Industry, 

mcl and Sharon : They {hall fee the glory of 
the Lord, and the excellency of our God. 

• 

Isaiah C. xxxv, V. i, 2. 
I. 

WH Y dweUs my un- offended eye 
On yon' blank defart's tracklefs wafte ; 
All dreary earth, or chearlcfs fky, 
Like ocean wild, and bleak, and vaft ? 
There Lysidor's enamour'd reed , 
Ne'er taught the plains Eudosia's praife : 
There herds were rarely known to feed, 
Or birds to fing, or flocks to graze. 
Yet does my foul complacence find 

m 

All* all from Thee, 
Supremely Gracious "Deity y 
CorreRor of the mind * / 



• " To Be fausfied is the bigbefi pitch of art man eon arrive to" 

St. Greco r. Horn. 

II. The 
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and Acquiescence, (3c. 
II. 

The high-arch'd church is loft in Iky, 
The bafe * with thorns and bry'rs is bound ; 
The yawning fragments nod from high, 
"With clofe-encircling ivy crown'd : 
Heart-thrilling echo multipjies 
Voice after voice, creation new ! 
Beafts, birds obfeene, unite their cries : 
Graves ope, and fpe&res freeze the view. 
Yet nought difmays s and thence we find 
*Tis all from Tbee, 
Supremely gracious Deity t 
Compofer of the mind ! 

* 4 

III. 

Earth's womb, half dead to Ceres 9 fkill, 
Can fcarce the cake of ofPring give 

* Bafe for bafts* See ZfiCHAR. C. V, V. 2. 

3 



6z Contentment, Industry, 

Five acres* corn can hardly fill 

The peafant's wain, and bid him live. 

■ 

The ftarving beldame gleans in vain, 
In vain the hungry chough fucceeds : 
They curfe the unprolific plain, 
The fcurf-grown mofs, and tawdry weeds. 

I 

Yet ftill fufficiency we find ; 
All* all from Tbee, 
Supremely Gracious Deity > 
Correclor of the mind I 

IV. 

December's Boreas iflues forth, 

* 

In fallen gloom and horror dreft, 
Charg'd with the nitre of the north, 
Abhorr'd by man, by bird, and beaft. 
All nature's lovely tint embrown'd 
Sickens beneath the putrid blaft : 

Deftruction 
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and Acquiescence, &c. 
Deftru&ion withers up the ground, 
Like parchment into embers caft *. 
Yet health, and ftrength, and eafe we find : 

All, all from fbee^ 
Supremely Gracious Deity r , 
Compofer of the mind I 

V. 

Tremble, and yonder Alp behold f, 
Where half-dead nature ga(ps below, 
Victim of ever-lafting cold, 
Entomb'd alive in endlefs fnow. 

• ' inamabile frigm A OUR IT. VlRC. 

Much to the fame purpofe is a paflage in the Son of Siracb : 

** When the cold norto-voind bloivetb, and the <wattr is congealed int* 
** ice, He pouretb the boar-frofl upon the earth. It abidetb upon * v*ry 
" gathering together of water, and cloatbeth the water with a brcajt- 
" plate. It devoureth the mountain, Wburneth the wiiacr- 
•« nefs, and confumetb the grafs as fire." C. xliii, V. 19,21. 

t A glaciere, or ice-mountain. 

Cuncla gelu, canaque aternum prandine /efla, 
jit que xvi glaciem cobibent : riget ardua mantis 
jEtbenii furies, Jurgentique ob<via Phabo 
Duratas nefat fiamais msllirt pruinas. 

Sil.Ttal. 

The 
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The northern fide is horror all * 
Againft the fouthern Phoebus plays ; 
In vain th* innoxious glimm'rings fall, 
The froft out-lives, out-fhines the rays. 
Yet confolation ftill I find * 
And all from Tbee t 
Supremely Gracious "Deity % 
Corrector of the mind I 

VI. 

Blefs me ! how doubly fliarp it blows, 
From Zemblan and T artarian coafts ! 
In fullen filence fall the fnows, 
The only luftre nature boafts j 

- 

The nitrous pow'r with ten-fold force 
Half petrifies earth's barren womb, 
High-archM cafcades fufpend their force, 
Men freeze alive, and in the tomb.. 



and Acquiescence, &c. 
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Yet warmth and happinefs we find ; 
All, all from Thee, 
Supremely Gracious Deify, 



Then, in exchange, a month or more 
The Sun with fierce folfticial gleams 



Darting o'er vales his raging pow'r, 



Like ray-colle&ing mirrours, beams. 
Torrents and catarads are dry, 
Men feek the fcanty lhades in vain : 
The folar darts like lightning fly, 
Tranfpierce the fkull, and fcorch the brain *• 
Yet ftill no reftlefs heats we find j 
And all from Thee, 



" the Sun bumetb the mountains three times more ; breathing tut fiery 
«« vapours and/ending forth bright beams it dimmtth the eyes** 

Ecclvs. Ch. xliii, f 3, 4. 



Cotnpofer of the mind I 
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Supremely 



66 CONTENTMEMT* INDUSTRY* 

Supremely Gracious Deity, 
CorreBor of the mind I 

* i 

yin. 

For nature rarely form'd ft foil 
Where diUgenct fubfiftencc wants i 
Exert but care, new fpare the toil, 
And aH beyond, tV Almighty grant!. 
Each earth at length to culture yields* 
Each earth its own manure f contain! i 
Thus the Corycjam nurft his fields # , 
Heav'n gave th* encreafe, and he the pains, 
Th' Induftrious peace and plenty find % 
All due to Tbee, 

Supremely Gracious Deity , • , . . / 
Compofer of tbe mind ( 

+ D* W; Elm. SJgriadt. PttuJU ; McliorM % du T*r*j, 

* Vi*q, Gtorg, IV, * 1*7, Ue. 

* 

5 IX. Scipio 
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and Acquiescence, flfc. 

* 

IX. 

Scipio fought virtue in his prime, 
And, having early gain'd the prize, 
Stole from th* ungrateful world in time, 
Contented to be low and wife ! 
He fervM the ftate with zeal and force, 
And then with dignity rctir'd ; 
Demounting from th* unruly horie, 
To rule himfelf, as fenfe required. 
Without a figh, he pow'r refign'd. — - 
All, all from <T bee, 
Supremely Graeiens Deify, ' 
Corrector of the mind ! 

X. 

f 

When Dioclesian fought repofc, 
Cloy'd and fatigu'd with naufcous pow'r, 



68 Contentment, Industry, 

He left-his empire to his foes, 

For fools t' admire, and rogues devour : 

■ 

Rich in his poverty, he bought 
Retirement's innocence and health, 
With his own hands the monarch wrought, 
And chang'd a throne for Ceres' wealth. 

Toil footh'd his cares, his blood refin'd. 

And all from Tbee, 
Supremely Gracious Deity* 
Compofer of the mind t 

■ 

XL 

He ♦, who had rul'd the world; exchangM 
His fceptre for the peafant's fpade, 
Poftponing [as thro* groves he rang'd] 
Court-fplendour to the rural fhade. 
Child of his hand, th* engrafted thorn 
More than the viftor-laurel pleas'd : 

• DioctEsiAN* Hearts- 
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and Acquiescence, &c. 69 
Hear?s-eafe*i and meadow-jweet f, adorn 
The brow, from chic garlands cas'd. 
Fortune, however poor, was fcind. 

All, all from Thee* 
Supremely Gracious Deity 9 
Corrector of the mind 1 

XII. 

Thus Charles, with juftice ftyPd the Great % 

For valour, piety, and laws; 

Refign'd two empires to retreat, 

And from a throne to ihades withdraws % 

In vain, [to fodthe a monarch's pride] 

His yoke the willing Perfian bore : 

• Heart* s-eafe, ntiola tricolor ; called alfo by oar old Poets Love in 
idlenefs ; Panjfy [from the French penfee, or the Italian penfikri 
Three faces under a hood, Herb Trinity, Look up and ki/s me, Kift me 
at the gate, &c. 

t Spiraa, named alfo in ancient Engliih poetry Mead-fweet, 
Queen of the meads, Bride-wort, &c. 

% Charlemagne. 

* 

F 3 In 



7 o Contentment, Industry, 

In vain thz. Saracen comply'd, . . 

And fierce Northumbrians ftain'd with gore.; 

One Gallic farm ha cares coafia'd \ 

And all from Tbee, 

Supremely Gracious Deity, 

Compofer of the mind ! . 

XIIL 

Obfervant of th* Almighty-will, 
Prefcient in faith, and pkas'd with toil, 
Abram Chalde'a left, to till 
The mofs-grown Haran's flinty foil*: 
Hydras of thorns ibforb'd his gain, 
The common-wealth of weeds rebell'd, 
But labour cam'd th* ungrateful plain, 
And famine was by art repell'd ; 

- 

• Gen. Ch.xii, ^31. Nb**m. Ch. ix, jrj* JypiTHCh.7, 
Acts Ck vii, jr z—i u 

Patience 



Digitized by 



end Acquiescence, &c. 
fatlcnce made churlifli nature kind. 
All, all from Thee, 
Supremely Gracious Deity , 
Correclor of the mind I 



7* 



Formidine nulla 5 

Sluippe in cordt DEUS . 

Stat, tbeh IV, v. 4!$. 
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THE 



VISION 

OF 

DEATH. 



Imperfecta tibi elapfa e/f 9 ingrataque vita : 
Et tuc-9pinanti Mors ad caput adftitity ante 
£>uam fatur, ac plems pojfts difcedtrt rerunu 

LUCRET. 

A&li modis kti mjfiros Mors una fatigat. 

Stat. Thb. IX, v. 28©. 



I 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



AS this Poem is an imperfetl attempt to imitate 
Dryden'j manner, 1 have of courfe admitted 
more triplets and Alexandrine verfes than I might other - 
wife have done. Upon the wbole> many good judges have 
thought, [and fucb was the private opinion of my much- 
honoured friend Elijah Pint on in .particular] that 
Dryden has too many Alexandrines and triplets, and 
Pope too few. The One by aiming at variety [for his 
ear was excellent^ was betrayed into a carelefs diffufton ; 
and the Other, by offering an overscrupulous regula- 
rity y fell into famenefs and refiraint. 

Wefpeak this with all due deference to the two capital 
Poets of the laft and prefent century : And fay of them as 
theSuecefforefVirgl faid 0/Amphiaraus WAdmetus; 

AMBO BONI, CHARIQUE AMBO. 

Tbeb. vi. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

L RYDEN, forgive the Mufe that apes thy 

« 

voice. 

Weak to perform, but fortunate in choice. 

Who 



D 



j6 TfoVifion of Death. 

"Who but thy felf the mind and car can pleafe 

With flrength and foftnefs, energy and eafe ; 

Various of numbers, new in ev*ry ftrain, 

Diffus'd, yet terfe, poetical tho* plain : 

Diverfify'd 'midft unifon of chime ; 

Freer than air> yet manacled with rhyme ? 

Thou mak'ft each quarry which thou feek'ft thy prize. 

The reigning eagle of Parnassian (kies ; 

Now foaring 'midft the tra&s of light and air, 

And now the monarch of the woods and lair *. — 

Two kingdoms thy united realm compofe, 

The land of poetry % and land of profe. 

Each orphan-mufe thy abfence inly mourns ; 

Makes fliort excurfions, and as quick returns : 

No more they triumph in their fancfd bays, 

But crown'd with wood-bine dedicate their lays. 

* layer, lair, and lay, The furface of arable or grafs- lands. 
Chaucer % Folkingbam, 1610; Dryden. Loire alfo fignines the place 
where beads fleep in the fields, and where they leave the mark of 
their bodies on young com, grafs, fcfc. 

Thy 
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Tie Vifion vf Death. yj 
Thy thoughts and tnuftc change with ev'ry line j 
No famenefs of a prattling ftream is thine, 
Which, with one unifon of murmur, flows j 
Opiate of in-attention and repofe ! 
[So HuRON-leeches, when their patient lies 
In fev'rifti reftleflhefs with un-clos'd eyes, 
Apply with gentle ftrokes their ofier-rod, 
And tap by tap invite the fleepy God *.] 
No— 'Tis thy pow'r, [thine only,] tho* in rhyme, 
To vary ev'ry paufe, and ev'ry chime 5 
Infinite defiant f / fweetly wild and true, 
Still fhifting, ftill improving, and ftill new ! 
In queft of claflic-plants, and where they grow, 
We trace thee, like a lev'ret in the fnow. 

Of all the pow'rs the human mind can boaft, 
The pow'rs of poetry are lateft loft : 



• Vcyagts da Baron La Hontan. 
+ Milton. 

Tha 



r 



Digitized by Google 



7 8 r&Vifion Death. 

The falling of thy trefles at three/core. 

Gave room to make thy laurels ftiow the more \ 

This Pr/»tt of poets, who before us went, 
Had a vaft income, and profufely fpent ; 

have his Awif, but none his treafur'J ftore % 
Lands un-manur'd by us, and mortgag'd o'er and o'er ! 
*< &r wreaths the vulgar mufes ftrive % 
" And with a touch their withered bays revive -\ /* 
They kifs his tomb, and are enthufiafts made ; 
So Statius flept, inipir'd by Virgil's fhade J. 
To Spencer much, to Milton much is due ; 
But in Great Drvden we preferve the Two. 

* 

• The verfes of Robtrt Waring, [a friend of Dr. Ws] on a 
poet in the beginning of the Uft century, may be applied tm 
Dryden : 

" Younger with years, with /Indies frejher grown, 
" Still in the bud, ftill thming, jet jOJkm*.* 

-f Vryden'i Prologue to Troilus and Crissida. 

* 

% tenues ignavo polliee ehordas 

Pulfi, Maroneique fedens in margine templi 

Sum animurn, & magni tumults accanto magiftri. 

Sylv. Lib. IV. 

What 
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What Mufe but bis can nature's beauties fait, 
Or catch that airy fugitive, call'd wit ? 

From limbs of this great Hercules are framM 
Whole groups of pigmies, who are ver/e-men nam'd : 
Each has a little foul he calls his own, 
And each enunciates with a human tone : 
Alike in fhape; unlike in ftrength and fize ; — 

* 

One lives for ages, one juft breathes and dies* 

O Thou, too great to rival or to praife ; 
Forgive, lamented (hade, thefe duteous lays* 
Lee had thy fire, and Congreve had thy wit; 
And copyifts, here and there, fome likenefs hit 5 
But none poffefs'd thy graces, and thy eafe % 
In Thee alone 'twas NATURAL to pleafe ! 

More ftill I think, and more I wifli to fay j 
But bus'nefs calls the Mufe another way. 



to T&Vifion of Death. 

IN thofc fair vales by nature form'd to pleafe, 
Where Guadalc^m'ver Terpentines with eafe* 
[The richeft trad the Andalusians know, 
Fertile in herbage, grateful to the plow,] 
A lovely villa ftood ; [fuppofc it mine ;] 
Rich without coft, and without labour fine ; 
Indulgent nature all her beauties brought, 

* 

And art withdrew, un-alk'd for, and iin-fought. 
For lo, th' Iberians by tradition found 
That the whole diftrift once was claflic ground j 
Here Columella firft improved the plains, 
And fhow'd Afcrcan arts to fimple fwains : 
Taught by the Georgic-muse the lyre he ftrung, 
And fung, what dying Virgil left un-fung *. 

Fatigu'd with courts, and votary to truth, 
Hither I fled, philofopher, and youth : 

• 1 ■ i ■ Et qu& 

VirgiUut nobis poft fe memoranda reliquit, 

Colum. de Hortis, L. X. 

And, 
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The Vifion of Death* 8* 

And, leaving Ouvarez to fuftain 
Th* encumbering of ambitious Spain* 
[A$ once rafli Phaeton ufurpM a day, 
Mis-led the feafons, and miftook his way,] 
I chofe to wander in the filent wood* 
Or breathe my afpirations to the fl6od, 
Studying the humble fcience to be good. 
From the brute beafts humanity I learn'd, 
And in the panfy's life Goo's providence difccrn'd. 

■ 

'Twaa now the joyous feafon of the year : 
The fun had reach'd the Twins in bright career % 
Nature, awaken'd from fix months repofe, 
Sprung from her verdant couch and a&ivc rofc 
Like health refrejb'i with wine •, fhe fmil'd, array'd \ \ 
With all the charms of fun-Orine, ftream, and glade, 
New dreft and blooming as a bridal 

Yet all thefe charms could never lull to reft 
A pecvifli irkfomenefc which teiz'd my breaft ; 

G The 



i* Tie Vifion / Death. 

The vernal torrent, murm'ring Erom afar, 
Whifper'd no peace to calm this turnout war 
And Philomel, the SutiM of the plain, 
Sung fopotific unifons in vain. 
I Jbught my bed, in hopes relief to find 5 
But reftleflhefs was miftrefs of my mind. 

■ 

My wayward limbs were turn'd, and turn'd in vain,— 

Yet fiw from grief was I, and void of pain. 

In me, as yet, ambition had no part; 

Pride had not fowr*d, nor wealth debas'd my heart, 

I knew nor public cares, nor private ftrife ; - — 

And love* the blefling, or the curfe of life, 

- 

Had only hovePd round me like a dream, 
Playjd on the furface, not difturbM the (beam. 

Yet ftili I felt, what young men often feel ; 
[hnpoffibk to (ell, or to conceal,] 
When nothing makes them fick but too much wealth, 
Or wild o'er-boiling of ungovernM health ; 

Whofe 
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Vbt Vifioft qf Death* gg' 
Whofe grievance is fetiety of cafe, '"■■■> 
freedom their pain, aad plenty their difcafc*. H 

night, by day, from pole to pole they run t 
Or from the letting fcek the rifing fun j 
No poor deferring foldier makes fuch haftc, 
No doives purfu'd by falconi fly fo faft > 
And when Avtomspon at length attains 9 
The place he fought for with fuch coft and pain*, 
Swift to embrace, and eager to purfue. 
He Ends he has no earthly thing to do % 

The laft dull refuge indolence can find +, 

Moft men, like David, wayward in extreme** 
Languilh for Rai*ah*b dftern*, and her ftreama s 



• Currit *gtm mamtcs ad *ill*M luc prmipitam** 
AuxHium u£Ht quafiferrt ardtnttbus inflows. 
O/citat txttmptb tttigit am hmina viU*, 
J*s Mlif infitrmm gmvis, atpt oWwa f**rit. 

LtfCAtT. L. Ill, t 

♦ « - 

G a The 
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TJke Vilion of De at it. 
The bev'rage fought for comes ; capricious, they 
Loathe their own choice, and wifh the boon away *• 
Such was my ftate. " O gentle Sleep,'* I cry'd^ 
" Why is thy gift to me alone deny'd ? 

* 4 

M Mildeflof beings, friend to ev'ry clime, 

M Where lies my error, what has been my crime ? 

" Beafts, birds, and cattle feel thy balmy rod j 

4< The drowfy mountains wave, and feem to nod ; * 

** The torrents ceafe to chide, the feas to roar, 

" And the hufli'd waves recline upon the ihoar/* 

Perhaps the wretch, whofe God is wealth and care y 

» 

Reje&s the precious objeft of my pray'r : . 
Th* ambitious ftatefman drives not to partake 
Thy Jrieflings, but defires to dream awake : 
** The lover rudely thrufts thee from his arms, 
" And like Ixion clafps imagin'd charms. 

" Thence come to me.-: Let others afk for more* 

M I afk the flighteft influence of thy pow'r : 

♦ Scc&w^/sTrav. P. 137, and 1 Chron. CU. ai, jr ly&e. 

" Swifteft 
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The ViflDn c/DtA. ? n. "8j 
« Swifteft in flight of all terreftrial things, 
1« Ob only touch my eye-lids with thy wing* * I* 

- 

,fk> fpoke I reftlefs ; and, then fpringing light' 
From my tir'd bed, walk'd forth in meer defpit*. ; 
What impulfe rnov'd my fteps I dare not fay % 7 
Perhaps fome guardian-angel mark'd the way. 
By this time Phospher had his lamp withdrawn. 
And riling Phoebus glow'd on ev'ry lawn. 

■ * 

The air was gentle, [for the month was May^\ 
And evVy fcene look* d innocent and gay. 



• All the verfes in this Paragraph marked with inverted commas 
are imitated from a famous paflage in Statins, never yet tranflated 
into Our language. The original perhaps is as fine a morfel of po- 
etry as antiquity can boaft of. 

Crimint quo merui juruenis placidij/me di<vum 

<%uo<ue errors mifer, donis utfolus egerem 

OOMNE tu is ? Yacet omne peens, <uolucrefque % fer*qiii j * 

Et Jlmulant fejjos cumjata cacumina fomnos. 

Nec trucibus flaunt idem fpnus. Occidit horror , 

JEquoris, terris nutria acclinata qui ef cunt. 

At nunc beus aliquis longa fnb no&e puella 

Bracbia nsxa tenens, uTtro te SoMft* rept&t. 

Inde vent. Nec te tot as infundere pennas 

Luminibus compello meis, [hoc turba precatnr 

Latior ;] extrerno me tange cacumine *virga t 

Suffidt 5 out lenjittr fufpenfo prplite tranfi. 

Sylv. L. V« - 



Q3 1* 



Digitized by Google 



S£ fie Vi&tn &f Death. 

In pious matins birdi with birds confpire, 

Some kid die notes, tod feme affift the ckoi* ' 

The goat-herd, gravely pacing with hi* flocks. 
Xttds thtm tohtaths and bry*fs, and crags and roefea. 
Th' impatient mowtr with an afpeft blytha 

4. 

Surveys tht fcin-foyn^fUlds % and whats his frytha. 
YworsA, Savckia, BftAtaiK, prepare 
To turn th* At* AtsA-fwanhs f with anxious care . 
[No moire for Moorift* Oirabrands they call, 
Their caftaaets hang idle on the wall :] 
Alfalsa, whofe luxuriant herbage feeds 
. The labYmg oxe> mild fheep, and fiery Heeds ; 
Which ev'ry fummer, evVy thirtieth morn, 
I fix tim*s re-producM, and fix times fliom, 
The Cemhu* pine-trees % Form an awful fltfde, 
And theirrich balm perfumes the neighboring glade \ 

m a 

[WhUft 

• Th« b«ft Cf*det of this grafs, hithej^) known, is in Andalufia. 
4> Alfalfa (from the old Arabian word alfalfafat'] Lvcuvi-Qraft. 
|U prcfent the Spaniards call it ajjb Er*vaye. 
% A tepf ever-green lory? : fimuj Cen\br** This beautiful tree 

Digitized by Google 



TkVifion Peat*. % 7 
[WHlft humbler olives, intermixed between, 
Had changed their fruit to/lamotte from green ;j 

Thfi-Pmc granate * op'd itt rofe4ikt flowVs ; 

• • 

The orange brc*th'd its aromatic powVs. 

Wand'ring ftUl on, at length my eyes furvcy'd_ 
A painted feat, beneath a larch-tree's {hade* 
I fate, and try'd to dqfe, but Qumber fled \ 
I then eflay'd a book, and thus I read f : 

€C Suppofiy 0 man, great Nature's voice Jbould eaU 
** Totbee % or or any of us aU\ 
c< What doft thou mean, ungrateful wretck ! thou vaim 
f * Tiou mortal things thus idly to complain ? 
€t If all tie bounteous Ueffings I coedd give . 
«« Tbou eyy'd 5 If thou badji known to live, 
«« [Andfkafure not hak'd tiro 9 ttee like ajkvt *] 

* 9 

grow* wild on the Spanijh Apptmunti, and is railed bjr adtare in 
mountainous pkces. What name the Natives give it I have for- 
gotten ; but tie Fraub in the Brian pis call it mticUt and the Irak'* 
mm in the bifhoprick of T rtnti t in Fiuae, Sec. give it the name of - 
€$rmoH t not Uric hi. 
• The Pm-gr*n*tf. 

t The author introduces the following paflages from Lu« 

G 4 
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« Whydoft thou not give thanks as at a plenteous feajt % 
" CranwCd to the throat with life, and rife and take thy 
'■ " reft? 

u But, if my Heffwgs thou baft thrown away, 
€t Ifindigefted jcyspafs'd thro* and would not ft ay % 
«« WhyVojt thou wifhfor more to fauander ftUl ? - 
« If life be grown a load, a real ill, 

r ♦ 

€t And I would all thy cares and labours end, 
" Lay down thy burthen, fodl ! and know thy friend. 
u To pleafe thee 9 I have emptfd all myftore, 1 
4< I can invent and can fupply no more ; 1 
f< But run the round again, the round Iran before. J 
j" Suppofe thou art not broken yet with years, 

" Tetftill the f elf -fame fcene of things appears, 

♦ • 

«« And would be ever, couWft thou ever live--, 

t 4< For life isftill but life, there's nothing new tc give*. 

• * . . ^ 

« e What can we plead -againft fi juft a bill ? * 

■ * * - - 

« c We ftand conviffed, and our caufe goes ill. 

" But 

4 

l * 
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" But if a wretch, a man opprefs'd by fate, 
" Should beg of nature to prolong bis date, 
<" She /peaks aloud to him, with more difdain ; 
€< ifejW/, tbou martyr-fool, tbou covetous of pain. 
" 5*/ if an old decrepidfot lament ; 

« What tbou ! Jbe cries, who baft out-liv'd content ? . 

j 

1 

" Doft tbou complain, who baft enjoy* d my ft ore ? 
" But this isftill tb'effecl of wifhing more I 
" Unfatisffdwith all that nature 
« Loathing tbeprefent, liking abfent things. 
u Fr<?*» it comes, thy vain defires at ftrife 
" JVitbin tbemfelves, have tantalized thy life 5 
And ghaftly death appeared before thy fight 
Eer thou baft gorged thy foul andfenfes with delight. 
" Now leave tbofe joys, unfuiting to thy age, 
<c <fo afrefh comet \ and refign the ftage. 

" Mean-time, when thoughts of death difiurb thy bead, 
P Confider t Ancus, great and goody is dead: 

Ancus, 



« 
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" Akcvs* fty htur far, was born t* die » 

Charm'd with thefc lines of reafon and good fenfe* 
[No matter who the author was, nor whence,] 
I ftopp'd, and into contemplation fell* 
Amaz'd an impious Wit (hould think fo well * 
Who often [to his own and reader's coft] 
To (how the atheift, half the poet loft. 

■ 

[Knowing too much, makes many a mufc unfit a 
'Tis not the Hocm y but pktbory of wit. — -] 
At length a drowfincli arrefted thought^ 
And flcep [as is her cuftoro] came unfoughc. 

Now liften to the purport of my tale* 
Rethought I wander'd in a Fatty vale : 
Replete with people of each fcx and age * 
Good, bad, great, fmali, thefooWh, and the fage: 

• J.*ucret. L, III, tranflatcd by Drydtu. 

* * i5,i - Whilft 
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Whillt on the ground promifcuoufly were laid 
Stars, mitres, rags, the fceptre, and the ipade. 

At length a haughty Dame approach^ my view, 
Whom by no fingle attribute I knew % 
For all that painters feign, and bards devise. 
Is meer mock-itaagVy, and artful lyes. 
Boldly (he look'd, like one of high degree* 
Yet never feem'd to call a glance on me ; 
At which I inly joy'd j for, truth to fay, 
I felt an unknown awe, and jome difmay. 
She pals'd me : Her fide-face was fmooth and fair \ 
[Much as fine women* turn'd of forty, are :] 
When, turning ffliort, and un-percenrM by me, 
She grafp'd my throat, and fpoke with ftern authority: 
«« Him, whom Ifeek, art tbou! Tiy raceitrun: 
%i Mj joumefs ended, and thy bufneff done, 
« Surrender up to me thy captive-breath, 
•» MypowVisnatwe^pow^mynameisPEATHr. 

Have 



* 

: g± JWifion of Death. 

Have you e'ef fcca th' affrighted peafant grafp * 
[Searching for flow'rs or fruits] th' envenom'd afp ? 
Qr have you ever felt th* impetuous fhock, 
When the fwift veffei fplits upon a rock ? 
Or m^rk'd a face with horror overspread, 
When the third apdple* invades the head ? 
Then form fome image of my ghaftly fright 5 
Fear ftopp'd rny voice, and terror dimm'd my fight; 
My heart flew from it's place f i:n confirmation, 
And Nature felt a Ihort annihilation : 
Then— with a plunge— I fobbM and with faint eyes 
Look'd upwards, to the Ruler of the ikies % 

At length — recovering — in a broken tone — 
Princtfs — I cry'd, — Thy pris'ner is undone.—- 1 
Defpair and mifery fucceed to fear : — 

« 

Oh had I known thy prefence was fo near ! 

« ► 

+ Job Ch. xxxvii, ft. 

* From Stat i us. 

Statat anbda mfta, film $atur* Tonantem » 
Refficiens.- Achill. I, f 487. 

Abrupt 
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T&e Vifion of De ATHr 93 
Abrupt th* inexorable Pow'r reply'd, 
f Then turn'd her face, and fhow'd the hideous fide ;] 
Fool ! 'tis too late to wifh, too late to pray : . 
Thou hadft the means, but not the will to pay ; 
Each day of human life is warning-dzy. 
Thcprefent point of time is all thou haft, 
The future doubtful, and the former paft ! 
Yet, as I read contrition in thy eyes, 
And thy breaft heaves with terror and furpriie, 
[I, who as yet was never known to Ihow 
Falfc pity to premeditated woe] 
Will gracioufly explain great nature's laws, 
And hear thy fophifms in fo plain a caufe. ' 
There is a reafon, [which to time I leave] 

_ • » 

Why I give thee alone this fhort reprieve *♦ 
Banifh thy fears, urge all thy wit can find, 
Suppofe me what I am, fuppofe thy felf mankind ! 



* The reafon is, that what here happens is a vifion, and not a 
reality. 

She 
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She fpoke, and led me by a private way, 

v 

/ 

Where a (mall winding path half-printed lay : 
Then, turning fliort, an avenue we 'fpy'd. 
Long, finootWy pav'd, pagmficeatly wide. 
Dark eypreffes the (kirting fides adorn'd, 
And gloomy eugb- trees > which for ever mournM : 

■ 

Whilft, on the margin of the tyeaten road, 
Its pallid bloom fick-fmelling ben-bane fhow'd \ 
Next emblematic rofe-mary appear^ 
And lurid bemkek its ftain'd ftalks up-rear'd, 

* * 

[God's (ignature to man in evil hour ! — ] 1 
Nor were the mgbt-Jbades wanting, nor the powY i 
Of thorn 9 d Stramonium* nor the fickly floW'r J . 
Of cloying mandrakes \ the deceitful root 
Of the monk's fraudful *w/*, and PUnian fruit f» 

r » » 

P 

• NeptUus', monk y t-focd f frier's the m<tt dangerout fort of 
aconite. 

f AmomMT^PUnii, 

Hyperiw 
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Hypericon * was there, the hvrh tfw*r 9 
Pierc'd thro 9 with wounds, and feamM with maHy a 

fear: 

Add pale nympbaa f with her day-cold breath * 
And poppies, which fubotn the fleep of death. 

This avenue [myfterious to relate] 
SurprizM me much, and warnM me of my fate 
It* length at firft approach enormous fcem'd ; 
Full half a thoufand ftaiia J as I deem'd : 
But then the road was fmooth and fair to fee 5 
[With fuch irrfenfible declivity] 
That What men thought a tedious courfe to run, 
Was finilh'd oft the hour it firft begun, 

m * * ' * 

• St. John's Wert. See GondibiHt, L. I, Canto 6. This 
plant it called by us die herb of nvar, not merely becauie its juice i» 
of a bloody colour, but becaufe il is one of the principal vulnerary 

herbs uied in making the famous arfueSufadt-wzter. And again, 

as its leaves are full of little punftures and holes, it is named by Latin 
writers Porofa, and Ptrfoiiata : The French call it MilU-Ptrtuis, and 
the Italians, Perforata. 

f Wattr-Lilly. 

% About threefcore and ten miles : Emblematical of the Pfalmifis 
duration of human life. 

5 Sudden, 
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- * 

■ 

Sudden, arriving at a palace-gate* 

» 

I faw a fpeftre in the portal wait : 

An ill-fliap'd monfter, hideous to be feen ; 

She feem'd, methought, the mother of the queen V. 

Opening their valves, felf-mov'd on either fide, 1 
The adamantine doors expanded wide : ! 
.When Death commands they clofe, when Death I 1 

commands divide. J 
Then quick we entered a magnific hall, 
Where groups of trophies over-fpread the wall. 
In fable fcrawls I Nero's name perus'd, 
And Herod's, with a fanguine ftain fufFus'd j 
While Numa's name adorn'd a radiant place, 
And that of Titus deck'd a milk-white fpace. 

Now, cry'd the Pow'r of Death \ furvey me well: 
Thy fhame, remorfe, and difappointment tell ; 
Why doft thou tremble ftill, and whence thy dread ? 
Why (hake thy lips, and why thy colour fled ? 

• Si*. Sp*^ 



Digitized by Google 



¥be Villon of D eat a. 97 
Speak, vaflal, recognize thy fov'reign Queen : 
Haft thou ne'er fecn fne ? KnoW'ft thou not me, feen ? 

u Liege- rniftrefs, whdm the greateft Kings adore, 
" I own my homage, and confefs thy pow'r. 
" Alone, that fov'reignty on earth is thine, 
M Which juftly proves its claim to right divine : 
11 Thine is the old hereditary fway, 
" Which mortals ought 9 and mortals muft obey. 
" But, Emprefs, thou haft not the form I deem'd t 
" Velasqjxez * painted lies, and Camoens * 
dream'd : 

<c I thought to meet, [as late as Heav'n might grant ! ] 
" A (kcleton, ferocious, tall, and gaunt j 
11 Whofe loofe teeth in their naked fockets fhook, 
" And grinn'd terrific, a Sardonian look f. 

* Two Spaniards, the one a famous painter, and the other a ce- 
lebrated poet. 

f According to the antients the Herba SarJoa, or apium rtfus* 
[by fome fuppofed to be the water croiv-foot] brought on, after be- 
ing eaten, iuch horrid convulfions, that the party died grinning, 
thro* the extremity of agony. 

H " I thought 

* 

Digitized by Google 



9 S the Vifion g/* Death. 

« I thought, bcfides, thy right-hand aim'd a dart* - 

«' Refiftlcfs, to tranfpierce the human heart, 

«« And that thy likenefs of a head fujtain'd 

iC A regal crown * ; But all was falfe, or feignM." 

" I fee thee now, delufive as thou art, 
41 Without one fymbol to alarm the heart i 
" Not ev'n upon thy flowing veft is fhown 
<c An emblematic dart, or charnel-bone ; 
« c I rather fee it, glorious to behold, 
" With rubies edg'd, and purfled o'er with gold : 
c< Gay annual flow'rs adorn each vacant fpace, 
<c Of fliort-liv*d beauty, and uncertain grace.— 
cc Artificer of fraud and deep dtfguifc ! 

- • 

" Prompt to perform, ingenious to furprize : 
<c In ev'ry light [as far as man can- fee 
" By thy confent] fupreme Hypocrify ! 

* MitTonV Paradifi loft, L. II, jr 672. 

«« PuniA 

* .. 

■ 

■ 

» 

■ 
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* Pumlh thy hopelefs captive if he lies.- — 
" Inftead of a fcalp'd fkull, and empty eyes, 
€6 Bones without flefh, and [as we all fuppofe] 
€C Vacuity of lips, and cheeks, and nofe, 
€< [So dextrous is thy forcery and cate !J 

I fee a woman tolerably fair. 

cc Inftead of fable robes and mournful geer, 
<c CamUon-\\ke> a thoufand garbs you wear, 
« Nor bear the black and folemn thrice a year ; 
f 1 Dreft in gay robes, whofe fhifting colours fliow 
<c The varying glories of the fliow'ry bow, 
c< Glowing with waves of gold ; fea-tinftur'd green, 
• c Rich azure, and the bloomy grideline f. 

" Thus in appearances you cheat us all, 
? Plan our difgraces, and contrive our fall 5 

+ Drydbn'/ Flower and Leaf, ' ' Bright crimfon and pure white, 
fweetly mixed in waves and melting one into the other, make the 
colour which our ancient poets called gridilint" 

H 2 " Something 

• ■ 
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" Something you (how, that ev'ry fool may hit, 
" With mirth you treat, and bait that mirth with wit ? 
" Falfebapesi the loves and graces of your train* 
« [Pimps to the great, th' ambitious, and the vain,} 
" Summon your guefts, and in attendance wait; 
<c While Tou, like eaftern queens, conceal'd in ftate, 
* c Overlook the whole ; th* audacious jeft refine,, . 
c< Smile on the feaft *, and fparkle in the wine. 
" Arachne' thus in ambufh'd covert lies ; 
" Wits, atheifts, jobbers, ftatefmen, are the flies. 

V 

" Doom'd to be loft, they dream of no deceit, 
" And, fond of ruin, over-look the cheat; 
<c Pride Hands for joy, and riches for delight : ■ « 
" Weak men love weaknefs, in their own defpite ; 
And, finding in their native funds no eafe, 
Aflame the garb of fools and hope to pleafe. 



* In fpicuUs Mors atra fedet, dominique fihntis 
Adnumcrat populos. 

Stat. Tbeb. L. IV, ^527. 




" Wretches 
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" Wretches when fick of life for rats-bane call : 
" 'Twere worth our while ta give them fool-bane all : 

« 

*« Since by degrees each mif-conceiving elf 
* c Is ruin'd, not by nature, but himfelf,. 

u Too late I fee thy fraudful face entire : 
" One /fo^ half-mimics health; half-means defire j 
<c And, tho* true youth and nature have no part, 
<* Yet paint enlivens it, and wiles, and art ; 
«« Colours laid on with a true harlot-grace ; 
" They only fhow themfelves, and hide the face, 
c< The other Half is hideous to behold, 
M Ugly as grandame-apes, and full as old. 
" There time has fpent the fury of his courfe, 
And ploughed and harrow'd with repeated force : 
One blinking eye with fcalding rheum fuffus'd, 
« c A leg contracted, and an arm difus'd ; . 
€ * An half-liv'd emblem, fit for man to fee ; 
** An hemiplegia of deformity ! 

• !< But, 



cc 
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" But, Princefs, to thy cunning be it known, "1 
" This emblematic fide is rarely fhown ; j 
" Man would ftart back if wedded to the crone, J 
< c Side- long it is your cuftom to advance, 
•« Show the fair Half, and hide the/?«/, alkance ; 
" And, like a vet'ran tempter, caft an eye 
a Of glancing blandifliment in paffing by. 

" By ftealingykfe-rcayj with a filent pace 
<c Man rarely fees the moral of your face : 
" And [what's the dangerous frea?y of the whim] 
" Concludes, youVe no immediate call for him, 
<l Adjoin to this, your necromantic ppw'r, 
" Contrafting half an age to half an hour. 
Juft fo the cyphers from the unit fled, 
When Maucojln the demon's contract rea£ % 
" The unit in the forcrmoft column flood, 
" And the two cypher. s were obfcur'd with blood f , 

« Two 

* D. Gvift^ a Tragedy. D*yden. 

■f- MalicQm was an affrologcr advanced in years, but, being am- 
5 bitious 
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" Two other miftrefs-arts You make your own ; 
To Circe and Urganda arts unknown : 
" When men look on you, and your fteps furvey, 
<c You feem to glide a-flant another way : 
*< But the firft moment they withdraw their eye 
" Swift you take wing, and like a vulture fly, 
« Which fnuffs the diftant quarry in the wind, 
" And marks the carcafs fhe is fure to find.— — 
* c The next deception is more wond'rous ftill ; 
** O grand artificer of fraud and ill ! 
u When the fick man up-lifts the fafti t' inhale 
" Th* enlivening breezes of the weftern gale, 
M To fnacch one glympfe of eafe from flow'ry fields, 
And [fancying] tafte the joy which nature yields - 9 

bitionsof making a great figure in this world, made over his foul 
to Satan, upon condition that he enjoyed earthly grandeur for 100 
years more. The contract was written, figned and fealed indue 
form, when lo, at the expiration of one year the evil fpirit entered 
Maliconts chamber, preceded by thunder and lightning, and de- 
manded him as his* forfeit. The aftrologer was exceedingly terri- 
fied, and, after making many remonftrances, infilled on feeing the 
original contract ; but the cyphers in number 100 were written 
with evanefcent ink, and the figure i only remained legible. The 
. jposal of this fiction is incomparable. See Aft V, Sc. 5. 

H 4 " Far 
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" Far as the landfcape's verge admits his view, 
,c He fees a phantom, and concludes it you. 
" A gleam of courage then relieves his breaft, 
" Be calm my foul, he cries, and take thy reft f : 
c< When at that moment, dreadful to relate, 
" [For all but he that ought obferve his fate,] 
" The wife, the fon, the friend perceive thee Hand 
" Behind his curtains with up-lifted hand, 

# 

" Thee, real Thee! to drive the deadly dart, 

<c And at one fudden ftroke tranfpierce the heart !" 

Culprit, thou haft thy piteous ftcry told, 
As trite as PriamV tale, and twice as old, 
Repty'd the Queen : Painters and bards, 9 tis true, 
Have neither fung me right, nor juftly drew : 
J am not the gaunt fpeclre they devize 
With chap-fall'n mouth, and with extinguijh'd eyes>— 
Whether enlightened with an heavenly ray, 
Of whether thou haft better guefs'd than they, 

f Luke Ch. xii. ^ 13. I fay 
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1 fay not \ yet thus much I mufi confefs, 
Thy knowledge is fuperior, or tbyguefs. 
1 own the fcign'd retreat, tb 9 oblique advance, 
The flight / take unfeen, th 9 illufive glance, 
The blandifhments of artificial grac e, 
Ibe found, the palfy'd limbs, and double face. 

■ 

■ p ■ 

All I contend for, [there the queftion lies,] 
Is this 5 Let men but look thro 9 wifdom'j eyes, 
And death ne 9 er takes them by a falfe furprize. 

Did not thy MAKER, when he gave thee birth, 
Create thee out of perijhable earth f 
Where hot, and cold, the rough, and lenient fight, 
The bard, and foft, the heavy, and the light : 
Whilfi ev 9 ry atom fretted to decay 

The heterogeneous lump of jarring clay ? 

Was not juft death entail 9 d on thee and all, 

■ 

[Such the decree of Eeav 9 n\ in AdamV Fall? 

The 
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The parent-plant received a taint at root* 
Hence the weak branches, hence the Jickfy fruit. 

'Thus with fpring 9 ? genial balm and fun-Jbinefed 
tfhe annual flouret lifts its tender bead, 
In fummer blooming, and at winter dead ; 
Nay* if by chance a lading plant be found* 
Whofe roots pierce deep tV inbofpitable ground 5 

Whofe verdant leaves, [life's common autumn paji] 

* 

Bid fair t 9 out-live the bitter wintry blajl y 
And green old- age predicls a vernal fhoot \ " 

s 

J lend my hand to pluck both branch and root. — 
Man is no mere perennial than a flow'r j 
Some may live years, fome months, and fome an hc*ur« 

Whenfrft thou gav'ft the promife of a man > 
When th 9 embryon-fpeck of entity began, 
Was not theplaftic atom at a ftrife % 
*Twipt death ambiguous and a twilight life f 

Struggling 
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Struggling with dubious Jhade and dubious light 
JJke the moon's orb ; whilfi nations in affright 
fJope for new day, but fear eternal night ? 

When motionlefs the half -form? d Foetus lay, 
4nd doubtful life juft glean? d a glimmering ray % 
When nature bade the vital tide to roul, 
I cloatVd with cruft offlejh that gem the foul j 
My mortal dart tb 9 immortal fireatn defiVd^ 
4nd the §reV frailties flowed into the child* 
The very milk his pious mother gave 
Turn'dpoifon, and but nurfd him for the grave *♦ 
Jn ev'ry atom that his frame composed 
J weak to ftrong, unfound to found opposed. 
Cruel, and proud of a deputed reign, 
I ting'd the limpid fiream with glootny pain 



* " Conftder, O man, what thou avert before thy birth, what thou 
** art from thy birth to thy death, and what thou jha.lt be after death. 
♦« 'Thou waft made of an impure fubftance, and cloatbed and nourijhed 
f« in thy mother's blood: 9 St, August. 

Nor 
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* * 

Nor yet contented, in the current threw 
Difcolour'd ftcknefs of each difmal hue. 
Thus from the fource which firji life's waters gave, 
T'i/l their laft final home, the ocean-grave, 
Infection blends itfelf in ev'ry wave : 
Marasmus, atrophy, the gout, and ftone i 
Fruits of our parents* folly and our own ! 

To live in health and eafe you idly feign \ 
Man's fprightlieft days are intermitting pain. 
Changing for worfe, and never warned by ill, 
Still the fame bait, the fame deception./?//// 
Youth has new times for change, and may command; 
Age ventures all upon a lojing hand. 
The liberty boafi of is a cheat : 

* 

Licentioufnefs lurks under the deceit : 
Plenty of means you have, and pow'r to chufe ; 
■Tit Jlillyou take the bad, the good refufe. 

The 



Digitized by Google 




Tie Vifion of De at M. 1 09 

The freedom of the tempefts you enjoy. 
Bom to overturn, and breathing to defiroy* 
Thefe injure not themf elves, the reas'ning elf 
Injures alike both others and himfelf 
Sour'd in his Uvelieft hours, infirm when fir ong, 
Unfure at fafeft, and but Jhort when long. 

Haft thou with anxious, care and ftrWeft thought 
Made that nice eftimate of TIME you ought f 
TIME, like the precious di' mond, Jhould be weigh* d; 
Cara&s, not pounds, muft in the fcale be laid. . 
Knowfi thou the value of a year, a day, 
An hour* a moment, idly thrown away t 

* 

Then had thy life been bleffedly employed, 

And all thy minutes fenfibly enjoyed / 

What are they now, and whither are they flown ? 

Th 9 immortal pain fubfifis y the mortal pleafure*s gone ! 

Can'fi thou recall them ? —Impotent and vain ! 

Or have they promised to return again ? 

' Call 
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Call [if thou can' ft] the winged arrow back) 

Which lately cut thro* air its viewkfs track ; 

Or bid the cataracl afcend its fiurce, 

Which pour'd from Alpine heights its furiotts cto&fe % 

Ab no Time's vanifh'd ! and you only find 

A cold, m-fatisfying /cent behind ! 

Foe to delays y xconomift of time, 
Thrice-happy Titus* virtuous in thy prim t 
In whom the noon-day— or the fetting fun 
Ne'er faw a work ofgdodnefs left un-done:— *— » 
Old-age compounds* or [t»ore provoking yet] 
Sends a fmall gift, when Heav'n expefts the debt; 
Bring not the leavings of thy faint defires 
To Him who gives the beft, and beft requires j 
Man moeks his Maker, and derides his law : 
Satan has tht full ears, and God the ftraw. 

Behold the wretch, who long has health enjoy' d, 
With gold un-fated and with pow'r un-cloy'd , 

Salmoneus- 
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Salmoneus-//**, to fancy 9 d greatnefs rais% 

m 

Withflaves furrounded, and by flatt'rers prais'd t 
See him againft bis nature vainly firive, 
The bufieft, perteft, proudefi thing alive ! 
[As if beyond the patriarchal date 
Exceptive mercy had prolonged bis fate A 
When lo, behind the variegated cloudy 
Enwrapt in mifls, and muffled in a Jbrowd, 
the diflblution of old-age comes on, 
Gouts, pdlfiest afthmas, jaundice, and the fione s 
An hungry, mercilefs, infatiate band, 
Ea&r as Croats for Death'/ lafl command! 
Which ftill repeat their mercenary ftrain+ 

* , 

Lead us, to add the living to the (lain. 

Then mark the worldling, and explore him well : 
His grief, bisjhame^ and felf-conviftion tell 9 
Weak were my joys, he cries, and fhort their flay i 
Pride mark 9 d the race, and folly pick* d the way* 
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Can I revoke my mif-diretled pow'r ? 

Where's my loft hope, and where the vaniJJfd hour ? 

Curft be that greatnefs which blind fortune lent * 

Curft be that wealth which fprung not from content ! 

Stilly ftill my confeious memory prevails 5 

And underftanding paints where mem'ry fails ! 

Mow me next with confidence to fay, 
[Asfafely with the ftricleft truth I may ;} 

Why doft thou, ideot, fenfelefsly complain, 

■ 

[Fond of more life, and covetous of pain,] 

That I, a tyrant, feize thee by furprize ? 

Flames, as lhe fpoke, (hot flaftiing from her eyes*' 
Dotard! 1 gave thee warning ev'ry hour; 
Announced my prefence, and proclaimed my pow'r. 
One only bufnefs in the world was thine, 
Born but to die ! V exacl the payment mine. 
If, atheift-like, you blame the juft decree, 
Attack thy Maker, but exculpate me! 

5 Mortality's 

♦ 
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Mortality's coeval with thy breath ; 
Ufeis a chain of links which lead to death. 
Sleep— wake— run— creep — alike to death you move ; 
Death's in thy meat, thy wine, thyfleep, thy love* 
Know' ft thou not me, my warnings, and alarms ? 
Thou, who fo oft haft Jlumber'd in my arms I 
For ever feeing, can' ft thou nought defcry ? 
Dead ev'ry night, and yet untaught to die f 
. How dar'ft thou give thy impious murmurs vent, 
Thy felf a breathing, fpeaking monument ? 
No death is fudden to a wretch like thee, 

> m 

The emblem of his own mortality ! 
Above, beneath, within thee, and without, 

✓ 

All things fore-Jhow the ftroke, and clear the doubt. 
The very apoplex, thy fwifteft foe, 
Forewarns his coming ; and approaches flow ; 

■ 

Sudden confufwns interrupt thy brain ; 

Swift thro' thy temples Jhoots the previous pain ; 

• I Sufpidon 
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Sufpicion follows, and mis-giving fear. — 
Death always fpeaks, //man would firivt t$ hear* 

Jcquit me then of fraudulent furprize: 
Leave fipbiftry to wits he truly wife *, 
For, as the cedar falls, it ever lies * \ 
Start not at what we eall our lateft breath * 
The morning of man's real life is death f. 

So fpake the POWR, Who never felt controul 
Fear fmote my heart, and confeience ftung my fowl $ 
Rcmorfe, vexation, ihame, and anger ftrive.—- — 
I wak'd : — and [to my joy] I wak'd alive. 
Never was human tranfport more fincere 
And the beft men may find inftrufiion here* 

1 

• Eccles. Ch. xi, f 3. 

f — — — Sterilis tranfmifimus aimos ; 

Hac *vi mibi prima die* ; ktcc Umina wit** 

Stat. Sjt<u* L. 4. 

MORAL. 

■ 

1 
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MORAL; 

'pj^THO puts off Death, to the left moments drh% 
Is near the Grave, but very far fromHeav'n** 
He who repents, and gains the wijb'd reprieve, 
Was fit to die, and is more fit to live. 
Cbufe a good convoy in an bofiile courfe ; 
Right forcfight never makes a danger worfc. 

■ 

• A feying of pious Jtmy Taylor. 
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THE 

COURTIER and PRINCE : 

A F A B L E. 

Put not your truft in Princes, nor in the fon of 
. man, in whom there is no help. 

Psalm cxlvi, v. 3. 
Now behold, thou trufteft upon the ftaff of a 

bruifed reed on which if a man lean, it 
• will go thro* his hand and pierce it : So is 

Pharaoh, King of Egypt, unto all that truft 

in him, 2 Kings Ch. xviii, v. 21. 

I 4 WITH 
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ITH diffidence, O Mufe, awake the ftring ; 
Proba *, Her fclf a Mufe, commands to 
fing : 



Diveft thy felf of thy pretended bays, 
And crown'd with fhort-liv'd flow'rs prefent thy lays : 



From female archives ftol'n, a Tale dlfclbfe, 

V . # 

Verfe- tortured into rhymes from honeft profe. 
Short fables may with double grace be told j 
So fmalleft glaffes fweeteft effence hold. 

An ton i a fomewheref does a tale report. 
Of no fmall ufe to fifing men at court : 
[Who feek promotion in the worldly road, 

> 

• * 

And make their titles and their wealth their God 5] 



A Ronton young Lady of quality and a Chriftian convert. She 
afterwards married Adelpbus, who was a Proconful in the reign of 
Homriut and T btodofius junior. She compofed an Hiftory of the Old 
and New Teftament in verfe. Her Epitaph on her hnraand is much 
admired. Both pieces were printed at Franc/mm 1541, 

Her name at length was Proba, Valeria, Fakonia. 



+ Train* fur la Piete folide. Epit. xx, par Madame Antoinette de 

Antonia ! 
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Antonia ! who the Hermit's Story frarri'd*: 
A tale to prdfe-men known +, by verfc-men fam'd J. 

A Courtier ■, of the lucky, thriving fort, 
Rofe like a meteor, and eclyps'd the court 5 
By chance or cunning ev'ry ftorm out-braves : T 
Top-moft he rode, midft fhoals of fools and knaves, y 
Triumphant, like an eygre 0, o'er the waves : j 
Cafually lucky, fortunately great,' 
Ten times his planet overcame his fate. 
Riches flow'd in and accidents were kind ; 
Health join'd her opium to delude the mind 5; 
Chilli pride was gratify'd in ev'ry view, 
And pow'r had fcarce an object to purfue ; 

* Eptt. de Bourignon. Partie Seconde Epit. xvii. 
+ Dr. Patricks Parable of the Pilgrim. 
% ParnelleV Hermit. 

II The tenth wave, when rivers are fivollen by floods, or agitated 
by Itorms, is called in fome parts of England an eygre. 

See Dryden'j fhrenod. Auguft. 
S " Profterous health and uninterrupted eafe are often the occajion of 
* fome fatal misfortune. Thus a long peace makes men unguarded, and 
" fome times unmindful t in matters of ivar ; It being obferved, that 
4< the mojl fignal overthrow is ufually given us, <wben an unexpected 
U firprixttb us in the deepjleep of peace and fecurity." 

St, Gkecor. the Great. 

Cramm'd 



* 
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Cramm'd to the throat with happinefc and eafc* 
Till nature's fclf could do no more to pleafe. ■ 

■ 

Vain-glorious mortal, to profufion blcft f 

And almoft by profperity diftreft ! 

Whilft poets, the worft pandars of the age t 

Hymn'd his no-virtues in each fiatt'ring page : 

True parajitic plants *, which only grow 

Upon their patron-trees, like mifctlto : 

So pella- mountain on the flax appears, 

And thyme, th J epUhimy f , (her baftard) rears 5 

Juft fo th' agaric from the larix fprings, 

And fav'rites fatten on perfpiring kings. — ~ 

• Par optical plants, according to the language of bo tan ifb - , will 
not grow in the common matrix of the earth, but their feeds, being 
difperfed by winds, take root in the excrcmentitious parts of a decay- 
ed tree, or arife as an excrefcence from the exfudations of fome tree 
Or plant. Thus the dodder (cufcuta) formerly called peJla-mtmtairt, 
grows ufually on flax ; and therefore the Italian peaiant calls it po- 
dagra di linio. 

t The Arabians and Italians [imitating the Greek word fWh/p»or] 
call this adfeititious plant efiiimt and epiibimio ; but very few of our 
Englifh botanills make mention of it. As far as I have hitherto feen, 
only one of our herbalifts has touched upon it, namely, Ptttr Trtve- 
ris, who flourilhed about the reign of Henry VII. He calls it tpl- 
tbmy. For my own part, not caring to invent new words, in poetry, 
I have thought proper to retain the word which he (Treveris) has 
ufed, as it i$ well-founding, and not inelegant. 

More 
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More might be faid ; but this we leave untold, 

« 

That better things their proper place may hold. 

Our mirror of good luck, whom Chance had claimed 
As her own offspring, was Amariel nam'd. 
At his firft horofcope the goddefs fmil'd, 
And wrapp'd in her own mantle her own child j 
< Then, as a Wit upon th* oecafion faid, 

■ » * 

[Not lefs a Wit y we hope, for being dead,] 
«« Gave him her hleffmg, put him in a way, 

Set up the farce, and laugh* d at her own play* 

■ 

Fortune, the Msftrefs of the young and bold, 
Efpous'd him early, but carefsM him old ; 
Puteous and faithful as an Indian wife, 
She made appearance to be true for life : 
And kept her love alive, and like to laft, 
JBeyond the date her Pompey was difgrac'd. 
But nothing certain [as the Wife man * foupdj 
Is to be deem'd on fublunary ground. 

• SouofSuACH. j Join'd 



Digitized by Google 



12+ ^ht Courtier and Prince. 

Join'd to good fortune, 'twas our Courtier's lot 
To ferve a Prince who ne'er his friends forgot : 
Humain, difcreet, companionate, and brave ; 
Not milder when he lov'd, than when forgave. 
Gen'rous of promife, pun&ual in the deed ; 
Grac'd with more candour than moft monarchs need, 
A milkinefs of blood his heart poflefs'd j 
With grief he punHh'd, and with tranfport blefs'd*. 

As nobleft metals are moft du&ile found, 
Great fouls with mild compaffion moft abound. 
The golden dye with foft complacence takes 
Each fpeaking lineament th' engraver makes, 
And wears a faithful image for mankind, 
True to the features, truer to the mind : 
Whilft ftubborn iron [like a barren foil 
To lab'ring hinds] eludes the artift's toil ; 

• u Bountifulm/s is a moft Beautiful garden, and mtrcifulnefs endu- 
** retb for ever." Ecclus. 

To 
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To evVy ftroke ungrateful and unjuft, 
Corrodes itfclf, or hardens into ruft. 

Good-nature, in the language from above *, 
Is univerfal charity and love : 
Patient of wrongs, and enemy to ftrife * 

Bafis of virtue, and the ftaff of life ? 

♦ 

Whilft a^rice, private cenfure, public rage> 
Are th* old man's hobby-horfe, and crutch of age. 

■ * 

Varty condu&s us to the meaneft ends s 
Party made Herod and a Pilate friends f. 

Scbrn'd be the bard, and bahifli'd ev'n from fchools* 
Who firft immortaliz'd wan-killing fools j 
Blockheads in. council, bloody in command : 

Warriors -110c of the head, but of the hand ; 

True brethren of the iron- fated Suede $ : 
They fight like Ajax, and like Ajax read. 

* EvJrttJa." MaTTH. Ch. ii, jr 14- 
•f Luke Ch. xxii, ^12. 

X Dcmir-ia/h, or iron-htidtd ; A name given by the Turks to 
£ Urtil tilt Xlith of Mi. 

Of 
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Of all the great and barmlefs things below. 
Only an ELEPHANT is truly fo. 
[Thus writes a Wit *, well-known a cent'ry paft ; 
Forgotten now ; yet ftUl his fame fliall laft.) 
Kings have their follies ; Statefmen have their arts ; 
Wealth fpoilstheGreat; Beauty enfoares our hearts; 
And Witt are doubly dop'd by having parts. 
Some have ten times die parts they ought to ufe i 
46 A great Wit's great $ WORK is to REFUSE fl* 
Never, O Bards, the warning voice defpife * — 
To ADD is dang'tous* to RETRENCH is wife. 
Poqts, inftead of faying what tbty could* 
Muft only fay tie very thing tbiy Jhould. 
This mighty ETPHKA rcfefv'd for Few, 
Virgil and Boileau, Pope and Drvden knetf, 

[Thus by the way.] Now, Mufe, refume tby COtttfe* 
There is no wand'rer like the poet's horfe : 

* Dr. DtnnSs Letters in Prcfi, 12% Land. 1591. 
t Sir John Birhnbe<uTs Efiftlt to Csrtwrigk, 163*. 

5 Wh0 
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Who quits the folid foad, and Well-beat lanes, 1 
[Sick of his track, and punilh'd for his pains,} i 
To mimic galloping on green-fwarth plains. J 
So, in the daily work Ihe labours at, 
The fwallow toils, and rifes with a gnat. — — . 

It chane'd, as thro* his groves our monarch ftrayM, 
T* enjoy the coolnefs of a fummer-Jhade, 
Wrapt up in virtuous fchemes of means and ends; 
To reconcile his foes, or blefs his friends, 
He fp/d a figure, which by lhape he knew, - 
In a lone grotto half*conceal'd from view : 
Thither the prudent wand'rer had retired, 
As modefty and well-bred fenfc required : 
Studious of manners, fearful to intrude 
On precious hours of royal folitude. 

Amariel, cry'd the Prince, I know thee well, 
lavelop'd in the umbrage of a cell : 



Hike 
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■ 

I like thy modefty, with manners fraught ; — — 
But, as my fpirits a(k a paufe from thought, 
Walk with thy Mailer, and with him inhale 
The cooling freftinefs of the weftern gale. 

Am ariel, added He, and gently fmil*d, 
This grove's my kingdom, and each tree my child : 
[Forgive the vanity, which thus compares 
My felf to Cyrus, and his rural cares * i] 
My ready pencil (ketch'd the firft defign, 
Thefe eyes adjuftcd ev'ry fpace and line ; 
Thefe hands have fixt th' inoculated flioots, 
Train'd the loofe branches, and reform'd the roots. 
Happy the monarch of the town and field, 
Where vice to laws, and weeds to culture yield ! . 

My human realms a ten-fold care demand ; 
Rduftant is thzjtapte f of the land : 

• Xbnophont. Oeccnomic; C. iv, £sfr. 

•f The Jfaple of the foil, in an huibandry-fenfe, ts the upper 
earth, which lies within the reach of the plough and influence of the 
atmofphere. 

Thus wc call wool, with relation to England, a Jlaplt commodity. 

Sour 
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Sour are the juices, churlifti is the foil, 

Of rule impatient, and averfe to toil. * 

In vain I cherifli, and in vain replace ; 

Th* ungrateful branch flies back, and wounds my face. 

Courtiers are like th' Hye'na, never tame ; 

No bounties fix them, and no arts reclaim : 

1 

Frontlefs they run the muck * thro' thick and thin j 

Not poorer, if they lofe ; and they may win. 

Patriots of their own int'rest, right or wrong: 
Foes to the feeble, flatt'rers to the ftrong* 
Stiff complaifance thro' their beft homage fpreads, 
So turn,- files f court the fun with 'wry-neck'd heads. 
True as a dial, when their patrons fliine ; 
But blank, if the faid patrons pow'r refign. 
Like good Sir Martin J, when he loft his man^ 
They grieve - — r and get another as they can. 

♦ 

„ < 

*. Dry den' $ Hind and Panther, 

f The Heliotrope, or Sun-J?o<wer, called, by the Italians, orolo-gio 
Mi corttgianu 

\ Sir Martin Marr-aJI, in a Comedy ofDrj&ns writing. 

« - K Yet, 
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, Yet, [tho' fmall real comfort is enjoy'd 
Where man the ruler is, and men employed,] 
Of all my friends and fcrvants, you alone 
Have pleas'd me beft, and moft relievM the throne. 
Whatever then my bounty can provide ; 
Whatever by my friendihip be fupply'd ; 
As far as faith can bind, or fpeech can fay, 
Afk, and I meet thy wiflics half the way. 

The fervant bow'd, and gratitude exprefs'd j 
Such gratitude as dwells in courtier's breaft : 
Pleas'd to the height of tranfport he retir'd ; 
His fears were calm'd, and his ambition fir'd* 
Unhappy man, in both his obje&s wrong ; 
The weak he trufted, and forgot the strong ! 

Six years were paft, when lo, by flow degrees, 
A fever did his limbs and fpirits feize 
Advancing gently, no alarm // makes, 
[Like murd'ring Indians gliding thro' the brakes :] 

1 



Digitized by Google 



*The Courtier and Prince. *3* 
But, having mark'd her furc approaches well, 
She ftorms, and nothing can her force repell. 
Inftant, a liquid fire enflames the blood, 
Whilft fpafms impede the felf- refining flood : 
Petechial fpots th' approach of death proclaim, 
Redd'ning like comets with vindictive flame ; 
Whilft wandVing talk, and mopings wild, prefage 
Moon-Jlruck Ulufion, and conclude in rage* 
Inevitable death alarms the heart \ 
Nature ftands by, and bids her aim the dart* 

The Sick man, ftupifyM with fear and woe, 
Had hardly words to fpeak, or tears to flow ; 
At length in broken founds was heard to cry, 
Grant me to fee my Matter, e'er I die* 
The Matter came. Ah, Prince, Amariel faid, 
Now keep thy promife, and extend thy aid j 
Unfurl my tangled thread of human breath, 
And call me back one year, before my death* 

K 2 The 

■ 
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The Prince [for he was wife, and good withall,] " 
Stood like a ftatue mortiz'd to the wall : 

« 

At length, recov'ring from amazement, broke 
An awful filence, and thus gravely fpoke : 
Am ariel, fure thy pangs difturb thy brain : 
The boon you afk is blafphemous and vain : 
Am I a God, to alter death's decree ? 
That's the prerogative of Heav'n, not me ! 
Then, cry'd Amariel, with an hafty tone, 

t 

Gain me a week, three days, or gain me one. 

Impoffible agen ! the Prince reply 'd ; 
Sure thy difeafe to madnefs is ally'd : 

Afk me for riches freely I refign 

A third or half, and bid thee make them thine. 
Whate'er the world can human greatnefs call, 
Pow'r, rank, grants, titles, I'll beftow them all. 

- 

Then die, in peace, or with contentment live, ' 
Nor a(k a gift no mortal pow'r can give. 
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With eyes that flafh'd with eagernefs and fire 

The fick man then propos'd a new defire : 
As death's dread tyranny has no controul, 

<c Can you enfure the fafety of my foul ?" 

Anxious and doubtful for my future ftate, 

I read the danger, but I read too late. 

The Prince flood mute \ compaflion and amaze 

» 

Tore his divided heart ten thoufand ways : 

And, having rightly weigh'd the fick man's prayer, ' 

Thus he reply'd in forrow and defpair : 

■ 

" Salvation of the foul r by grace is giv'n ; 

«' Unalienable is the Grace of Heav'n. 

*' I tremble at the rafli requefl: you make, 

" 4 Which is not mine to grant, Or your's to take. 1 * 

Amariel then, with difappointment fpent, 

•v - " 

Turn'd from his Prince in mournful difcontent, 
And, lifting up to Heav'n his hands and eyes, 
Thus in a flood of tears obtefts the fkies : 

K 3 1 Wretch 
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" Wretch that I am, unworthy of my breath ; 
" Deceiv'd when living, and deceiv'd in death ! 
" Why did I watte my ftrength, my cares, my fame. 
" To ferve a matter- — matter but in name ? 

■ 

■ 

" An ethnic idol, for dciufion made % 
" Eyes without fight, protection without aid ? 
4< Unable to beftow the good we want, 
" And ready, what avails us not> to grant ! 
" Deceitful, impotent, unufeful Pow'r ; 
" Which can give di'monds, but not give an hour! 
u At Rimmon's fhrine no longer will I bow, 
" But thus to th* Am.-pow'rfull King addrefs mjr 
u voW: 

^ 0 Thou, the only Great* and Goody and Wife* 
<c Ruler of earthy 'and monarch cf the Jkies ; 
y Thou , whomtV in tints of virtuous aftwns pleafe - % 
" Wbofe laws are freedom, and wbofe ferviee eafe * ; 

• Ucirco krvifmtu,, Mi libcri tfe p»fmu$. Cic* r o. 

9 « Wbofe 
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" Whofe mercy waits th' offender to the grave* 

" Willing to hear ; omnipotent to fave ! 

•* Who ne'er forgot one meritorious deed, 

M Nor left a fervant in the hour of need. 

" To mercy and to equity inclined \ 

" Who mind* ft the heart, and tcnour of the mind ||. 

" Forgive my error, and my life reftore\ 

" Thee will Iferve alone, and Thee adore! 

" Farewell eartVs deities and idols all \ 

w Moloch and Mammon, Chiun *, Dagon, Baal : 

« Whofe CHEMARlM&f tread their fantajtic rounds 

" OVr AVEN's J plains, and dance to Tyrian founds. 

" Hence, falfi Astarte §, wira /£* fwZi fuborns % 
<c lambent meteor gliftring round her horns. 

jj Bifliop Jer. Taylor. 

* Cfo'»» # probably from KYON : Qu. if not Anubis* See alfe 
Amos Ch. v, jr 26. 1 Kings Ch. xi, jr 32. 

f For the Chmarims of Baal fee Hose a Ch. x, ^5, /» ilf*rf. 
2 Kings Ch. xxiii, jr 5. 

t Avert. Hose a Ch. x, ^ $. Plain* of Avert. Amos Ch. i, ^ 

i Perhaps the fame as Aflaroth, or JWj, the Goddcfs of the Si~ 

K 4 "if 
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" Let Thammuz moan his felf-infiitled pain, 
" And SipoN'i ftream run purple to the main. 

" No ftar of Remphan * Jball attratt my fight \ * 
<c Shorn of its beams 1 and gleaming Jickly light : 
" Malignant orb ! which tempts bewilder' d /wains 
" fogulphsy to quickfands, and wafte tracklefs plains A 
" By thee the j alfe Achitophel was led* . ; 

" And Haman f iyV and made a cloud his bed* 

" From worldly hopes and f alfe dependance freed* . 
c « i7//«* »* yi/r/y afplinter'd reed * . M 

* c Which caufes thofe to fall* who wifh toftand** 
« Or, //// fteps, gangrenes /i* hand J. 

« Hot vain is all the chymic wealth ofpow'r > 
" Sought -for an age, and fquander *d in an hour I 
" Full late we learn, in ficknefs* pains* and woe* 
V What in high health 'twas pffible to know. 



• Acts Ch. viii, f 43. 
•J- Esther Ch. vir, ^9. 
% Isaiah, Ch. xxxvi, ^ 6. 



2 Twe 
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t xt Two ages may have two Elishas feen ; . 
« € Groups of Gehazis * the fpace between : 
** Who live unthinking* and obdurate die r 
" Nor heed their own or children's leprofy -fv 
*< Sin-Jtom and blind I Who change, proteft, and fwear, 

■ ■ • * 

" eafe they draw the vital air. 

■ 

cc Proud of the wit, and heedlefs of the fin, 

" They ftrip, and fell the chriftian to the fkin J. 

<c Charms irrefiftible the dupes behold 

<c In vineyards, farms, and all-compelling gold. 

« * O/Zwj [Jlill weaker] fet their truth to fale 

" For a mere found, and cut off Heav'n's entail : 

" He, never fails his imps, fupplies 

€t Prompt treachoury, and fr eft)- created lies. — — ~ 

<c Time-fervers are at ev*ry man*s command 

<c For loaves and fifh on D aim akuth a' sjtrand ||." 

« ■ 

* 2 Kings Ch. v, £20. 1 
f jfr ult. 

J " /«// ^*/& robe with the garment," Mic. Ch. ii, $ 8. 
|| Mar* Ch. viii, jt 10. 

« He 
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He fpoke : And, with a flood of tears opprefs'd, 

- 

Gave anguiih vent, and felt a moment's reft. 

Heav'n with compaffion heard the fick man grieve ; 
And Hezekiah gain'd the wiflb'd reprieve*. 
Once more his blood with equal pulfes flow'd, 
And health's contentment on his vifage glow'd. 
Places and honours he with joy refign'd \ 
[Peace-offerings to procure a tranquil mind f 
Gave all his riches to die fick and poor, 
And made one Patriarcb-hrm his only ftore. 
To groves and brooks our new Elijah ran, 
' Far from the monfter world, and tray tor man. 
Thus he furviv'd the tempeft of the day, 
And ev'ning-funflune fbot a gjorious ray. 
Difeafes, ficknefi, difappointments, forrow, 
All lend us comfort, whilft they fcem to iorrow. 

* 2 Kings Ch. xx. 

t Tranquil mind. Shake/peart* 

Here 
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Here I might paint him in a life reti^d, 
Ennobled by the virtues he acquired ; 
But the true tranfports of the Wife and Good 
Are beft by implication underftood'; 
Except the Mufe with Dryden's ftrength could 
foar:- 

Me, humble prudence whifpers * to give o'er. 
A fafe retreat 5 plann'd and perform'd with care ; 
Stands for a vift'ry in poetic war. 
So when the warbling lark has mounted high 
With up-right flight, and gain'd upon the flcy, 
Grown giddy, fhe contrafts her flick'ring wings : *| • 
Thrids her defcending courfe in fpiral rings, 
LelFning her voice ; hut to thcgroun&Jbe fings : 
Refolving, on a more aufpicious d3y, 
Higher to mount, and chaunt a better lay f. 

• Me, mea Calliope, cura kviore *vagantem, 

Jam revocat, farvoque jubct deeurrere gyro, 

Columjell. de Her/h, L, I o. 
•J- 1 1 1 ■ — no/ira fati/cit, 

laxaturo; chelys : <vires irtjligat, alitq; 

Tempefliva quies ; major poft etia vims. Syh. L. 4. 

How. 
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How Few can fiUl their readers minds engage ?- 

One Pope is the flow child-birth of one age. 
Others write verfes, but they write unbleft ; 
Some few good lines ftand fponfors for the reft ; 
They mifs wit's, depth, and on the furface flcim ; 
[He who fceks pearls, muft dive, as well as fwim.] 
Bad bards, worfe critics ! — — Thus we multiply . 
Pqems-arid rules> but write no poetry. , 
Ev'n Pope, like Charlemagne, with aH his fire 

m. 

Made Paladins but not an hoft entire *. 

Far as its pow'rs could go, thy genius went : 
•Good sense (till kept thee in thy own extent f. 

* An anfwer made by Boeeaee, when it was objected to him, that 
{bmc of his novels had not the fpirit of the reft. 

f Amoncft Mrf^'s great intellectual abilities, good fenfe was 
his moll diftinguiihing character : For he knew prccilcly, and as it 
were by a fort of intuition, what he had power to do, and what be 
could not do. ' * 

He often ufed to fay, that for ten years together he firmly refilled 
the importunity of friends and flatterers, when they folicited him to 
undertake a Tranjlation of Virgil after Dryden. Nor did he ever 
millake the extent of his talents, but in the following trivial inftance ; 
and that was, when he writ his Ode to Mujie on St. Cecilia s day, 
induced perhaps by a fecret ambition of rivalling the Inimitable Dry- 
den. In which cafe, if he hath not exceeded the original, [fqr there 
is always fome advantage in writing firfi\ he hath at leaft furpafied 
[and perhaps ever will furpaf>] thofe that come after him a ' and at- 
tempt to make the fame experiment. 

Rare 
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Rare wifdom ! both ? enjoy and know thy ftore j— ~ 
Moft wits, like mifers, always covet moire. 
Leave me, lov'd Bard,, inftruftor of my- youth, 
Leave jne the founds of verfe, . and voice of truth ; 
So when Elias dropp'd his mantle, ran 
Elisha, and a prophet's life began *. 

Add, that the Mufes, nurft in various climes, 
Yield difFrent produce, and at difFrent times. 
Italian plants, in nature's hot-bed plac'd, 
Bear fruits in fpring, and riot into wafte. 
French flow'rs lefs early, [and yet early,] blow: 
Their pertnefs is a green-houfe from the fnow. 
Cold Northern wits demand a longer date ; 
Our genius, like cur climate, ripens late. 
The fancy* s foljlice is at forty o'er, 
The tropic of our judgment fees threescore. 
- Thus fummer codlings yield a poignant draught, 

1 

Which frifks the palate, but ne'er warms the thought : 

• 2KiNcgCh.ii. Rough 
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Rough cackagtcsi [four months behind them call,] 
Take all bad weathers, and thro 9 autumn laft : 
Mellow'd from wild aufterity, at length 
They tafte like ne&ar, and adopt its ftrength. 




1 
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MISTAKEN PLEASURES. 
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ENCHANTED REGION: 

OR, 

MISTAKEN PLEASURES. 

The miftrefs of witchcrafts. 

Nahum Ch. iii, v. 4. 

Draw near hither, ye fons of the Sorcercfs. 

Isaiah Ch. lvii, v. 3. 

According to their pafture, fo were they filled ; 
they were filled, and their heart was exalted ; 
Therefore have they forgotten ME. 

Hose a Ch. xiii, v. 6. 

L L EMPTY, 



• 
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TgrVMPTY, illufcry Ijft 
r J Pregnant with fraud, in mifchiefs rife* } 
Form'd t* enfnarc us, and deceive us : 
Nahum's Enchantrefc ! which beguiles 

► 

With all her harlotry of wiles ! — 
Firft She loves, and then She leaves us ! 

m 




The wretch that ftrays o'er Circe's ifles \ 
All things Anile* and all annoy him ; 
The rofe has thorns, the doves can bite * 

* Art thou arrived to maturity of lift T Look back and thou Jbalt 
4t fee the frailty of (by youth, the filly of thy childhood, and the fenfe- 

" left dijjipaticn of thy infancy ! Look forward and thou Jbalt be* 

** hold the infincerity of the uoorld and t ares of life, the difeafes of thy 
*' body and the troubles of thy mind? An on. Vet* 

. In this world death is every-wbere, grief every-tubere, and defo- 
" lation every-*where» The world* fiieth us, and yet ive follow it .* 
** It falleth, and avf adhere to it, fall with it, and attempt to enjoy 
«.itfaUin g :\ * St. Grecor. Horn. 

5 Riot 
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Riot is a fatigue till night, 
Sleep an opium to deftroy him- 

m. 

Louring in the groves of death 
Eugb-irees breathe funereal breath, 
Brambles and thorns perplex the ihade : 
Afpbaltic waters creep and reft \ 
Birds, in gaudy plumage dreft, 
Scream un-meaning thro* the glade 

IV. 

Earth fallacious herbage f yields, 
And deep in grafs its influence fhields ; 
Acrid juices, fcent annoying — 
Corrofive crow-feet choak the plains, 
And hemlock ftrip'd with lurid ftains, 
And lufcious mandrakes* life-deftroying. 

• It is remarked, that birds adorned with rich plumage, a* pea- 
cocks, parrots, &c. have, generally fpeaking, an-muiical voices. 

f — _ faUa* htrba <vtnm. ViRO. 

L * V. Gaudy 
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V. 

Gaudy bclla-donna * blowing, 
Or with gloffy berries glowing, 
Lures th* Un-wifc to tsrnpt their doom : 
Love's appk f mate the fruit of death ; 
Sick hen-bane murders with her breath, 
A3m % with an harlot's bloom. 



VL 



One plant 0 alone is wrapt in fhade j 
Few eyes its privacy invade 5 

« 

Plant of joy, of life, and health ! 

« 

More than the fahled lotos fam'd, 
Which [tafted once] mankind reclaim'd 
From parents, country, pdwV, and wealth §. 



* The beJU-dcuna Ulj t or deadly utght-Jbade. [Atropa LimM*i.] 
f Jmomum Plinii. 

t Aa*a% Herh Cbriftopber. 

0 The Passion-Flower. 

1 Sec Homer's Odjfey L. IX, f 94, Ve. 

VII. On 
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VII. 

On yonder Alp I fee it rife,. 

Afpiring to congenial fkies, 

But covered half with ivy-walls — — 

There, where Eusebio * rais'd a flirine, 

Snatch'd from the gulph by Paw'r Divine, 

Where Reiga's tumbling torrent falls f. 

• The Baroh De Bottom. 

t This alludes to a well-known fa& in the dutchy of Carniola, 
where the prefent Ode was written. 

About the year 1675, a nobleman was riding at night upon a 
road which goes near the edge of the precipice here mentioned. 
Miftaking his way (and that tor a few fteps only) his horfe Hopped 
fhort, and refufed to go on ; -upon which the rider, who in all pro- 
bability was heated with liquor, (otherwife he ought to have known 
the precipice better, it being not far from his own cattle) loft both 
his temper and prudence, and fpurred the horfe with great anger j* 
upon which the poor beaft took a defperate leap, intending, as was 
imagined, to have reached another angle of the precipice on the 
fame fide which the rgad lay. The horfe fell directly into the tor-' 
rent, two or three hundred feet beneath, and was hurried away with 
fuch rapidity that the body was never found. The nobleman was - 
difcovered next day in an opening of the rock, about half-way down, 
where a few bulhes grew ; and, as the faddle was found not far from 
him, it was fuppofed that the horfe, by the violence of the effort he 
made, burft the faddle-girths. The rider lived many years, after 
this wonderful efcape, and, out of gratitude to God, ere&ed a beau- 
tiful chappie on the edge of the precipice, dedicated (if I miftake not) 
to St. Anthony of Padua. 

I made a drawing of the chappie, precipice, torrent, and noble* 
man's caftle ; of which a copy was taken afterwards by the celebra- 
ted draftfman Fi/entiniy at Venice, in 1750 : It makes the vignettCy 
or ornamental copper-plate prefixed to this Poem. 

L 3 VIII. Com- 
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VIII, 

Compar'd with th$e % how dimly {hows 
Poor Anacreon's life-lefs rofc ? 

* 

What is Homer's plant • to thee ? — -» 
In vain the Mantuan poet try'd 
To paint Amzi.i.v% % jlarry f pride, 
Emblem of wit's futility ! * 

IX. 

Men faw,, alas, and knew not thee, 
Myftic evangelic tree ! 
Thou hadft no charms for paynim-eyes i 
Till, guided by the lamp of Heav'n, 
To chafte Urania pow'r was giv'n 
To fee, t'admire, and moralize, 

All-beauteous flower, whofe centre glowi 
Wjth ftuds of gold j thence ftreaming flow? 

• Mofy. Honor's Ofyfy ^ f 3°5< 

f Apr Jtticut or [purple Italian] $tar<*wort. 



» 
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Ray-like effulgence. Next is ktn : 

A rich cxpanfe of varying hue, 

Enfring'd with an empurpled-blue, 

And ftreak'd with young Pomona** green *. 

XL ] 
High o'er the pointal, deck'd with gold, • 
[Emblem myfterious to behold,] 
A radiant cross its form expands •, — 
Its opening arms appear t' embrace 
The whole colle&ive human race, 

* 

Refuge of all men in all lands ! 

. < 

XII. . 
Gnat me, kind Heav'n, in profp'rous hour 

- 

To pluck this confecrated flow'r, 
And wear it thankful on my breaft 5 
Then lhall my fteps fecurdy ftray, 

• Alluding to that particular fpetfes of green cajktfty tfcc French 
pemme-vtrtt* 01 applt-ffrm* 

h 4 N« 
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No pleafures lhall pervert my way *, I 
No joys feduce, no cares moleft. 



XIII. 

Like Tobit [when the hand, approv'd 
By Hcav'n, th' obftrucling films rcmqv'd f] 
I now fee objects as I ought : 
Ambition's J hideous ; pleafure vain ; 

Av'rice t is but a blockhead's gain, 

» ■ 

Pofleffing all, beftowing nought. 

XIV. PaJJtonX 

• " My heart is a vain and wandering heart, whenever it is led 
*' by its own determinations. It is bufy to no purpefe, and occupied tt 
" to no end, whenever it is not guided by divine influence : It feekttb 
" reft and Jindeth none : It agreetb not with it/elf: It alters refolu- 
** tions, changtth judgement , frames new thoughts, and fuppreffes old 
*' ones ; pulls down every thing, and re-buildetb nothing ; in jhort, it 
« never continueth in the J'ame ftatt? ^.Bernard. Meditat* 

«' Seefi thou the luminary of the greater world in the higheft fitch of 
" meridian glory ; where it continueth not, but defcends in the fame 
** proportion as it afcended? Look next and confider if the light of this 
" lower world is more permanent? Continuance is the child of 
" Eternity, and not of Time. 9 * Ex.. Vet. Ascet. 

+ Tobit Ch. iii, jr 17. 

% X *' J% w« dd by age : Covetoufnefs (and Ambition) 
« alone grow young." _Ex f Vet. Ascet. 

*« Why 
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XIV. 

PaJJions and frauds furround us alf» 
Their empire is reciprocal : 
Shun their blandifhments and wiles 5 
Riches but ferve to fteel the heart ; 
Want has its meanefs and its art ; 
Health betrays, and ftrength beguiles. 

XV. 

■ 

1 

In higheft ftations fnares mifguide ; 

Midft folitude they nurture pride, 

Breeding vanity in knowledge ; 

A poifon in delicious meat, 

Midft wines a fraud, midft mirth a cheat, 

In courts, in cabinet, and college, 

» 

" Why are earth and ajhes proud ? There is not a more wicked tlnng 
" than a covetous man : for fuch an one fetteth bis own foul to f ale t 
" hecaufe f nubile be livetb t be cajietb away bis bowels i. e. is a 
Granger to companion. Ecci us. Ch. x, jfr 9. 

XVL The 
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XVL 

The toils are fixt, the fportfmen keen : 
Abroad unfafe, betray'd within, 
Whither, O Mortal ! art thou flying ? 
Thy resolutions oft are (hares, 
Thy doubts, petitions, gifts, and ffdfrs ; ■ 
Alas, there may be fnares in dying I 

XVII. 

Deceiving none, by none enfnar'd, 
O Paraclete *, be thou my guard, 
Patron of ev'ry juft endeavour ! 
The Crofs of Christ is man's reward f : 



• nAPAKAHTOT: The Comforter ; The Hoj,y Spirit. 

John Ch. xiv, f 16—26. 

Dry den firft introduced the word Paraclete into the Engliih lan- 
gaage, in his tranflation of the Hymn Vent Creator Spiritus : Af alio 
tfk his Britannia Rediviva : 

" Laftfilemn Sabbath f aw the church attend ; 

" The Paraclete in fiery pomp defund. 

** But, when his ivond'reus c$a<vc rolled again"— 

t Rom. Ch. vitf, f 39. 
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No heights obftruft, no depths retard ; " 

* 

joys are joys for ever ! 




EULOGIUS: 



■ « 



V 
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EULOGIUS: 

O R, 

The CHARITABLE MASON, 

An HISTORICAL FABLE: 
Taken from the Greek of Paulus Syllogus, Lib. IIL 



NOS, vilis turba, caduris 



Defervire bonis, femperqi OPTARE parati, 

jimur in cafus. Stat. Sjfo<e, L. It. 



Cti gives us what be knows our wants require* 
And better things than thofe which we defire. 

Dryd. Palam. & Arc. 



< 
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E U L O G I U S : 

> 

O R, 

The CHARITABLE MASON. 

Give me neither poverty nor riches ; feed me 

vith food convenient for me : Left I be full 

and deny thee, and fay, Who is the Lord ? 

Or left I be poor and fteal, and take the name 

of my God in vain. Agur's Prayer. 

Prov. Ch. xxx, v. 8, 9. 

INTRO- 



• 
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EULOGIUS 

■ 




INTRODUCTION. 

ERMIT me, STANHOPE «, as I form'd 
thy youth . 
To claffic tafte and philofophic truth, 
Once more, thy kind attention to engage. 
And, dying, leave thee comfort for old-age ; 

r 

This-Hift'ry mayeternal truth* fuggeft : 

I've feen thee learned* and would leave thee bleft ! 

* 

1 

One grain of piety avails us more 

Than Prussia's laurels, or Potosi's ftore. 

How blindly to our mifery we run ; 
Dup'd by falfe hopes, and by our pray'rs undone ! 
We want, we wilh ; we change, we change agen j 
Yet know not bow to afk, nor what, nor wben. 



* Philip Stanhope, Efq; late Member of Parliament for St. 
German's in Cornwall, and at prefent Envoy Extraordinary to the 
Court of Drefdtn and the Circle of Leaver Saxony, &c. 

Juft 
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Juft (6 % rhis-led by liquor, drunkards (tray* 
They know they have a road, but mifs their way 
Th* exiftence of their borne admits no doubt ; 
Th' uncertainty — is where to find it out *• 
Zimri afk'd wealth, and wealth o'ertUrh'd his 
. parts. 

Parents for children pray, which break their hearts* 

■ 

Contractors, men, for villas figh \ 
To-day they purchafe, and to-morrow die* 
Six cubic feet of earth are all their lot f 5, 
Mourn'd with hypocrify, with eafe forgot. 
Their Cbri/lian-htirs the pagan-rites employ, 

- 

And give the fun'ral 1LICET with joy; 

• V* tcmpori iIJi quando non Deum cognovimust 

August. Solibq. G. 3 1 • 

f *' Hie tsbi mortis efunt met a : Domus alia fuh Ida, 

*« Lyrne/fi domus alt a j Sob Laurente fepulcrum. 

Virc. JBneid. XII. 
*' J /mall /pace 0/ ground after death contains both rich and poon 
u Nature produce/ b us all alike > and makes no difiihclion at death* Open 
*' the grave, view the dead bodies 9 move the ajhes, you will find no 
** difference between the patrician and the pea&nt, except thus /ar j 
Tt that by the magnificence 0/ the tomb 0/ the former you may perceiui 
u he had much more to refign and b/e than the latter? £/. Ambrose. 

M Lelio 



162 Eulpgius: 

LelijD t would be th' Angelic * of a School} 
Kneels down a wit, and rifes up a fool. 
Weak Jwnds aflfeS to hold the Statefman's fcale 
As well the flirimp might emulate a whale. — — . 
Clamb'ring, with ftars averfe, to Fortune's height " 

Ambitious Om r i rofe, and dropped down-right > 

■ 

His paunch too heavy, and his head too light. J 
Like fall'n Salmoneus, he perceiv'd, at length, 
The mean hypocrify of boafted ftrength : 
To deal like Dennis, his vain thunder round* 
And imitate inimitable found* — — 
Both ways deceitful is the wine of pow'r * 
When new, 'tis heady, and, when old* 'tis fovfr. 
Ianthe' pray'd for beauty ; lucklefs maid !— * 
An idiot-mind th' angelic form Utrafd. 
Nature profufely deck'd the out-fide pile, 

■ 

1 

But ftarv'd the poor inhabitant the while. 

, ■ 

f Late Lord B • • • DoBor AngtUctut 

3 D'AYENANt 

* 

/ 
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ITavenant implor'd the Mufes for a tongue : 
The Mufis lent him .UUfh He fweetly fung 5 
And— [but for Milton *] had ^ Jweetfyf fwung. m 
Learn hence* he cry'd, <c my merry brethren allh" 
Tyburn's agaric Ranches wit* and galh 

Others mount PegaSus* but lofe their feat 1 ■ 
And break their necks* before they end the heat* 
Libanius try'd the fireams of eloquence* 
But plummet-deep he funk* un-buoy*d with fenfe* 
Soncinas J ask'd the " knack of plotting treafon 
«* Againfi the crown and dignity of reason 
By his own art th* artificer was try'd, 
And lawyers beat him on the quibbling fide. 



• Milton interceded j and faved & untenant, when he was a ftate* 
prifoner at Couuis cattle in the Ifle of Wight, anno 1650 : D'avenan/ t 
in return, preferved Milton at the Reftoration. 

f Alluding to a paflage in Drya'en : " A man may be capable, 
" as Jack Ketch's wife faid of his fervant) of a plain piece of work* 
" hare hanging \ but* to make a malefa&or die sweetly, was 
•* only belonging to her huiband." Dedication to Juvenal, 

H Prom an Old Poem. 

% A Spanifh Cafuift. 

§ Logic t So defined by our venerable Poet Frmncit paries, 16384 

M 2 Now 



1 64 Eulogius: 

Now haften, Poet* tof bcgiri thy forig i 
" A tale? fays Prior, " ne'er Jhould be too long." fc 
Ill-judging is the bard, who flacks his pace 
And feeks for flow'rs, when he fhould run the race j 
Or, wand'ring to enchanted caftles, fleeps 
On beds of down 5 or Cupid's vigils keeps ; 
Wmlft the main adtion is by pleafures croft, 
And the firft purport of th' adventure loft- 
Great Wits may fcorn the dry poetic law \ 

■ 

Nor from the critic, but from nature, draw : 
Each feeming trip, and each digreflive ftart, 
Difplays their eafe the more, and deep -plan n'd art ; 
(All ftudy'd blandifhments t* allure the heart.) 

r 

LikeSANTUEiL's*ftream, gliding thro* flow'ry plains, 
Th' effe&s are feen : The fource unknown remains. 

» * 

■ 

* Alluding to his famous infcription ; 

Qua dot aquas faxo latet ho/pita Nympba fub into ; 

Sic tUj cum dtdtris dona, latere vtlis, Saktol. Pom. 

■ 

IN 

■ 1 
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IN ancient times, fcarce talk'd of, and lefs; known, 
When pious Justin * fill'd the Eaftern throne, 
In a fmall dorp | till then for nothing fam'd, 
And by the neighb'ring fwains Thebais nam'd, 
Eulogius liv'd : an humble mafon he$ 

) k 

I 

In nothing rich, but virtuous poverty. 

From noife and riot he devoutly kept, 

Sigh'd with the fick, and with the mourner wept ; 

Half his earn'd pittance to poor neighbours went : 

They had his alms, and he had his content, 

Still from his little he could fometbing fpare 

To feed the hungry, and to cloathe the bare. 

He gave, whilft aught he had, and knew no bounds j 

The poor man's drachma flood for rich men's pounds* 

He learnt with patience, and with mceknefs taught ; 

His life was but the comment of his thought. 

* About the year dxxvi. 

U Dorp j a village, or mpre properly an hamlet. Dryd^n, 
It is a German word, and adopted by our bell writers in the 
beginning and middle of the laft century. 

M 3 Hence, 



i66 E u t o g i u s ; 

Jicncc, ye vain-glorious Shaftesburys, allow 
That men had more religion then than now. 
Whether they nearer Hv'd %o the bleft times 
When man's Redeemer bled for human crimes j 
Whether the Hermits of the Desart fraught 
With living praftice, by example taught j 
Or whether, with tranfmiflive virtues fir'd, 
[Which Chrysostqms all-eloquent infpir'd,] 
They caught the facred flame — I fpare to fay. 
Religion's Sun ftill (hot an cv*ningr|y; 

On the fouth afpeft of a doping hill, 
Whofc (kirts meandering Peneus waflies ftill, 
Our pious lab'rer pafs'd his youthful days 
}n peace and charity, in pray'r and praife. 
No theatres of oaks around him rife., 
Whofe rpots earth's centre touch, whofe heads the fleics 
No (lately larch-tree there expands a fhade 
p'er half a rpod * of Larijjian glade : 

f Set the note to Page 173. N< 
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No lofty poplars catch the murm'ring breeze, 
Which loitVing whifpers on the cloud-capped trees . 
Such imag'ry of grcatnefs ill became 

V 

A nameleft dwelling, and an unknown name ! 
Inftead of foreft-monarchs, and their train, 
The un-ambitious rofe bedeck'd the plain : 
Trifoliate cjtijks reftrain'd its boughs 
For humble fheep to crop, and goats to browze. 
On fkirting heights thick ftood the cluft'ring vinig 
And here and there the fweet-leav'd eglantine ; 
Oiie lilac only, with a ftatelier grace, 
Prefum'd to claim the $ak*s and cedar's place, 
And, looking round him with a monarch's care, 
Spread his exalted boughs to wave in air. 

This fpot, for 'dwelling fit, Eulocius chofe, 
And in a ntftlth a decent home-ftall rofe, 
Something, between a cottage and a cell. 
Yet virtue here could flcep, and peace could dwell, 

M 4 From 



r£>8 EuLOGiut: 

From living ftqnc, [but not of Parian rocks] 

He chipp'd his pavement, and he fquar'd his blocks i 

And then, without the aid of neighbours* art, 

Performed the carpenter's and glacier's part. 

The ftte was neither granted, him, nor giv*n ; 

•Twas nature's ; and the ground- rent due to Heav'n. 

Wife he had none : Nor had he love to fpare ; 

An aged mother wanted all his care. 

They thank'd their Maker for a pittance fent, 

Supp'd on a turnip, flept upon content. 

Four rooms, above, below, this majuioii grae'd* 
"With white-wafh deckt, and river-fand o'er-caft : 
The firfty [forgive my verfe if too difFufe,] 
J?erform'd the kitchin's and the parlour's ufe ; 
The fecondy better bolted and immur'd, 
from wolves his out-door family fecur'd : 
[For he had twice three kids, befides their dams \ 
A Cow, a fpaniel, and two fav'rite lambs :] 

'A tbira\ 



Digitized by 



Or, Tie Charitable Maforu 169 
A third* with herbs perfum'd, and rulhes fpread, 

Held, for his mother's ufe, a featherM bed : 

> 

Two mofs-matrafies in the fourth were flipwn ; . 
One For himfelf, for friends and pilgrims one. 

A ground-plot fquare five hives of bees contains ; 
Emblems of induftry and virtuous gains * ! 
Pilajler'd jas'tnines 'twixt the windows grew, 

* 

With lavendar beneath, and- fage and rue. 
Pulfe of all kinds diffus'd their od'rous powVs, 
Where nature pencils butterflies f on flow'rs : 
Nor were the cole-^orts wanting, nor the root 
Which after-ages call Hybernian fruit, 
There* at a wifh, much chamomile was bad ; 
[The confcience of man's ftomach good or bad ; J 
Spoon-wort J was there, fcorbutics to fupply ; 
And centaury to clear the jaundic'd eye ; 

• *' NuUus 9 cum per caelum Ucuit, otic periit dies" 

v Plin. Hift. Natural. L. I. 
+ All leguminous plants are, as the Learned fay, papilionaceous^ 
or bear butterflied flowers. 

X pocbleari*. Spoon-wort is the old EnglHh word for fcurv)- 
gra/s. 



lya ft v t o G I u $ : 

And Tbat *, which on the Baptist's vigil lends 
To nymphs and fwains the vifion of their friends, 
Elfephyfical and kitchin-plant* alone 
His fkill acknowledge, and his culture own. 
Each herb he knew, that works or good or ill, 
More leara'd than Mesva f, half as learn'd as Hill j 
For great the man, and ufeful, without doubt, 1 
Who feafons pottage — or expetts the go$/Lt y 
Whofe fcience keeps life /*, and keeps death out I m 
No flefl* from market-towns our peafant fought, 
He rear'd his frugal meat, but never bought : 
A kid fometimes for feftivals he flew : 

• * ■ 

The chpicer part wa$ his lick neighbour's due : 
Two bacon-flitches made his Sunday's cheats 
Some the Poor had, and fomc out-liv'4 the year ; 

* In imitation of Virgil: 

" Cm»w, fcf fuu fiat alhr 

" Defcrifftt radio ? kt» 

i An Arabian Phyfician, well {killed in botany. 

Fop. 
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for roots and herbage, [rais'd at hours to fpare]* 
With humble milk, compos'd his ufual fare. 
[The poor man then was rich, and liv'd with glee ; 
Each barley-head un-taxt, and day-light free :] 
AH had a part in all the reft could fpare, 
The common water *, and the common airf. 

§ 

Mean whileGod's bleffings madeEutpojus thrive^ 

The happieft, moft contented man alive, * 

His conference chear*d him with a life well-lpejit, 1 

Pis prudence a fuperfluous fmetbing lent, 

> 

Which made the poor who tool^and Poor who gave, j 
content J 
* Alternate were his labours and his reft, 
For ever bleffing, and for ever Weft, 



• •* QuiJfrobibttisaquas? U/us emmumt aquarum efl 

Ovid. Mtt, 

f *< , t Et tun8ii mdamqut auramque faftntm" 

Vulc.jEm. vii. 

?ut Ovid is ftill more explicite, Met. I. 



<( 



Campt 



Communemq; friut, ceu lumina (blis, aurac." 
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172 Eulogiits: 
Such kindncfs left men nothing to require, 
Prevented wifliing, and out- ran defire. 
He fought, not to prolong poor lives, but fave ;. 
And That which others lend, he always gave. 
Us'ry, a canker in fair Virtue's rofe, 
Corrodes, and blafts the blofibm e'er it blows : 
So fierce, O Lucre, and fo keen thy edge : — - 
Thou fak'Jl She poor man's mill-ftones for a pledge * / * 
Eusebivs, hermit of a neighb'ring cell, 

■ 

His brother-chriftian mark'd, and knew him well ; - 
With zeal un-envying, and with tranfport fir'd, 
Beheld him, prais'd him, lov'd him, and admir'd, 
Convinc'd, that noifelefs piety might dwell 

+ 

Iji fecular retreats, and flourifh well i 

* 

And that HeavVs King [fo great a Matter He] 
Had fervants ev'ry-where, of each degree. 

* " No man Jball take the nether or upper mill-ftone to pledge j 

u for be taketb a tnatCs life to pledge." De ut. Ch. xxiv, f 6. 

* 

*« All-graciqu$ 



Digitized by 



Or, Tie Charitable Mafon. 173 
€c AH-gracious Pow'r," he cries, " for forty years 
" IVe liv'd an anchorete ii> pray'rs and tears : 
€< Yon* fpring, which bubbles from the mountain's 
« fide, 

4< Has all the luxury of thirft fupply'd : 
M The roots of thirties have my hunger fed, 
" Two roods * of cukur'd barley give me bread,' 
w A rock my pillow, and green mofs my bed. 
** The mid-night -deck attefts my fervent frafrs t 
4C The rifing Sun my orifons declares, 
" The live-long day my afpirations knows, 
" And with the fetting fun my vefpers clofc ! 
,€ Thy truth, my hope: Tfiy Providence, my guard t 
" Thy Grace, my ftrengtb : Thy Heav'n, my laft 
" reward!'* 

■ 

" But, felf-devoted from the prime of youth 
" To life fequefter'd, and afcetic truth, 



* Two foods i i. d half an acre; 

" With 
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44 With fatting mortify'dj worn out with teafsj 

44 And bent beneath the load of lev'nty years, 

" I nothing from my induftry can gain 

44 To eafe the poor man's wants, or fick mah's pain i 

44 My garden takes up half my daily care, 

44 And my field afks the minutes I can fpare j 

" While bleft Eulogius from his pittance gives 

4C The better half, and in true praftice lives. 

4C Heav*n is but cheaply fervM with words an4 fliofy 

* 4 I want that glorious virtue To BESTOW! 

u True Chriftianity depends on fafr: 

44 Religion is not theory, but aft. 

4C Men, Seraphs, all* Eutocius* praife proclahil*' 

4t Who lends both fight and feet to blind and lame t 

u Who foothes th' afperity of hunger's figKs* 

4C And diflipates the tear from mournful eyesj 

u Pilgrims or wand'ring angels entertains ; 

11 Like pious Abraham on Mamre's plains* 
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- •« Ev*n to brute beads his rigbtecus care extends *, 

" He feels their fufPrings, and their wants befriends » 

" From orie fmall fource fo many bounties fpring, 

w We lofe the peafant, and fuppofc a king \ 

<c A king of HeavVs own ftamp, not vulgar make } 

" BleiTed in giving, and averfe to take ! 

1 

** Not fuch my pow'r ! Half-ufelefs doom'd to live, 

" Prayers and advice are all I have to give : 

" But all, whatever my means or ftrength deny, 

* c The virtues of Eulogius can fapply. 

•V Each, in the compafs of his pow'r, he fcrves j 

" Nor ever from his gen'rous purpofc fwerves t 

" Ev'n enemies to his protection run, 

" Sure of his light, as of the rifing fun. 

" What pity is it that fo great a foul, 

u An heart fo bountiful, Ihould feel controul ? 

- 

* " Tbt righteous man regardtth the lift of bis bt*Ji: % 

Phot, Ch* xii, } td. 

Warril 

*- 
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•« Warm in it fclf, by icy fortune dampt* 
•* And in the effort of exertion crampt - % 
•* Beneficent to all men, juft, and true : 
" As nature bounteous^ and impartial too. 
."•Thus fometimes have I feen an angel's mind 
u In a weak body wretchedly confin'd i 
€t A mind, O Constantine, which from thy throne 
u Can take no honours, and yet add her own ! 
«' Then hear me, gracious Heav'n, and grant my 
" pray'r* 

46 Make yonder man the favorite of thy care : 

<c Nourifli the plant with thy celeftial dew, 

" Like manna let it fall, and ftill be new : 

" Expand the blo(Toms of his gen'rous mind, 

4C Till the rich odour reaches half mankind* 

44 Give himBizANTiuM'swealth, which ufelefs fliines* 

u Sicilian plenty, and the Indian mines j 

« Inftead 
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> 

kl Infteadof Peneus, let Pactolus lave 
u His garden's precin&s with a golden wave ; 

- 

. " Then may his foul its free-born range enjoy, 
M Give deed to and ev'ry pow'r employ : 
ls In him the Sick a fecond Luke ftiall find; 
" Orphans and widows^ to his care confign'd^ 
* c Shall blefs the father, ahd the hulband kind : 

Juft fteward of the bounty he receiv'd* 
u And dying poorer than the poor relieved !" 

- 

So pray'd he, whilft an angel's voice from high 
Bade him furceafe to importune the flcy : ~ 
fate ftopp'd his ears in an i!l-omen'd day, 
And the winds bore the warning founds away ; 
Wild indiftin&ion did their place fupply ; 
Half-heard, half-loft, th* imperfeft accents die; 
Little fore-faw he that th* Almighty Pow'r, 
Who feeds the Faithful at his chofen hour, 

N Confults 
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Eulogius: 



Confults not tafte, but wholefomenefs of food, 



Nor means to pleafe their fenfe, but do them good* 
Great was the miracle, znd fitter too, 
When draughts from Cheeuth's brook Elijah 
drew * : 

And wing'd purveyors his fliarp hunger fed 
With frugal fcraps of flefli, and ma/tin- bread -fv 
On quails the humble prophet's pride might fwell, 



And high-fed lux'ry prompt Him to rebell. 

Nor dreamt our anchorete, that, if his friend 
Should reach, O virtuous Poverty ! thy end, 

* r Kings Ch. xvii, jr 4, &c, 

f Ma/lin-bread, i. e. mijcellane, or mifcellaneous bread, an an- 



C ne of the firft cares of a prime-mini ft tr (who ought alfo to be coo- 
fid ered as proveditor-general of a kingdom) is to fee the people (ap- 
plied with bread, of an <wbolefome nature, at as reafonablt a price 
as pofiible. 



" talent s to feed a large army in the fields upon eajy terms , in times of 




ence the Great G 





Than 
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Or, Hhe Charitable Mafon. 179 
That confidence apd religion foon might fly * 
To fomc forfaken clime and diftant (ley. 

IgtCrant of bappinefs> and blind to ruin t 
How oft are our petitions our undoing ? 

Jeptha, with grateful fenfe of vidt'ry fir'd, 
Made a rafti vow, and thought the vow infpir'd : 
In piety the Firft, his Daughter ran, 
To hail with duteous voice the conqu'ring Man : 
Well-meaning, but unconfeious of her doom, 
She fought a blefling, and me found a tomb * ! 

The Pow'r Supreme, [my Author fo declares,] 
Heard with concern the erring Hermit's pray'rs $ 
Heard dif-a'pproving but at length enclin'd 
To give a living teflon to mankind ; 
That men thence-forward mould fubmiflive live 5 
And leave Omnifcience the free pow'r to give. — * 

■ 

* Judges Ch. xi, f 31. 

N a For 



1 

i8o E t; t o o i u s : 

For wealth or poverty, on man beHoVd* 
Alike are bleflings from the hand of God t 
How often is the foul enfnar*d by health ? 
How poor in virtue is the man of wealth ? 

The Hermit's pray'r permitted^ not approv'd\^—~ 
Sooii in an higher fphere Eulogius mov'd : 

- 

Each fluice of affluent fortune open'dfoonj 

And wealth flow'd in at morning, night, and nooff. 

One day, in turning fome uncultur'd grotfnd, 
[In hopes a free-ftone quarry might be found,] 
His mattock met refiftance, and behold 
A cafket burft, with diamonds fill'd and gold* 

He crammed his pockets with the precious ftore* 

And ev'ry night review'd it o'er and o'er y 

> 

'tTill a gay confeious pride, unknown as yef, 
Touch'd a vain heart, and taught it to forget : 
And, what Hill more his ftagg'ring virtue try'd* 

* * 

His mother, tutrefs of that virtue, dy\L 

i 

A ncigb- 
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Or, The Charitable Mafon. 18 j 

A neighboring matron, not unknown to fame, 

< 

[Hiftorians give her Tsraminta's name,] 

The parent of the needy and diftrefs'd, 

With large demefnes and well-fav'd treafure bleft ; 

[For like th ? Egyptian Prince * fhe hoarded (lore 

To feed at periodic dearths the poor ;] 

Tfiis matron, whiten'd with good works and age, 

ApproacVd the febbath of her pilgrimage 

Her fpirit to himfclf th* Almighty drew \ — ^ 

Bre^th'd on th* alembic, and exhal'd the dew. 

In fouls prepar'd, the paflage is a breath 

From time t'eternity, from life to death f. 

» * 

But firft, to make the Poor her future care, 
She left the good Eulogius for her heir, 

* Gen. Ch. xli, jr 35, &c. 

t " Tbe time in nvbieb uue now five is borrowed from ibe /pace of 
" our exigence: W bat is paft is dead and vanijhed \ ivbat remainetb 
" is daily made lefs and lefs ; infomucb tbat the whole time of our lift 
** is nothing but a pnfage to death." 

St. Aug ust. de Civitat. Dei t X. 

* ■ N 3 . Who 

■ 

■ 

V" 

1 
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182 ' EulOgius: 

Who but Et/LOoit/s now exults for joy ? 
New thoughts, new hopes, new views his mind employ. 
Pride pufh'd forth buds at ev'ry branching ihoot, 
And virtue ftirunk almoft beneath the root. 
High-rais'd on fortune's hill, new Alps he fpies, 
P'erfhoots the valley which beneath him lies, 
Forgets the depths between, and travels with his eyes. a 

The TfiMPTER faw the danger in a trice, 
[For the man flidder'd upon fortune's ice :] 
And, having found a corpfe half-dead, half* warm, 
Reviv'd it, and aflunVd a cornier** form : 
Swift to Thbbais urg'd his airy flight j 
And meafur'd half the globe in half a night. 

With flowing manners exquifitely feign'd, 
And accent foft, he foon admiffion gain'd : 
Survey'd each out- work well, and mark'd apart 
Each winding avenue that reach'd the heart ; 

Difplaying, 
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Or, The Charitable Mafon. 183 
Difplaying, like th' illufive Fiend of old, 
Thrones deckt with gems, and realms of living gold *. 
Bad fpirits oft intrude upon the Good ; 
Adonis* grot near Christ's prefepio flood f. 

Th' artificer of fraud, [tho* here he faii'd,] 
Strait chang'd approaches, and the ear aflail'd 
This only chink acceflible he finds ; 
For flatt'ry's oil pervades ev'n virtuous minds. 
Virtue, like towns well-fortify'd by art, 
Has [fpite of fore-fight] one deficient part. 

With lenient artifice, and fluent tongue, 

« 

[For on his lips the dews of Hybla hung,] 
LiBANius-like {, h« play'd the fopbift's part, 
And by foft marches ftole upon the heart ; 

* Matth. Ch. v, ^ 8. 

+ See Sandys % & T ravels into the Holy Lane), Folio, P. j 38. 
Prefepio is an Italian word, taken from the Latin, and fignifies 
a flable or manger. It is now become a term of art, and denotes 
any picture, drawing, or print, where Christ is reprefented as 
horn in a (table or lying in the manger. 

X A famous Greek rhetorician in the fourth century, whofe Ora- 
tions are ftill extant. 

N 4 Maintain'd 
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j 84 EutoGius; 
Maintain'd that flatten gave new birth to fenfc, 
And call'd forth manners, courage, eloquence: 
Then touch'd with fpritely dafhes here and there, ' 
[Correctly ftrong, yet feeming void of care,] 
The mafter-topic, which may moft men move, 
The charms of beauty and the joys of love ! 
Eulogius faulter'd at the firft alarms, 
And foon the 'waken'd paflions buzz'd to arms v '. 
Nature the clam'rous bell of difcord rung, 
And vices from dark caverns fwift up fprung. 
So, when helVs monarch did his fummons make, 
The flumb'ring demons ftarted from the lake- 
Eulogius faw with pride, or feem'd to fee, 
[Not yet in atl> but in the powV to 
Great merit lurking dormant in his mind : 

He had been negligent but Nature kind ; 

Till by degrees the vain, deluded elf, 
prew out of humour with his former felf. 

• • J~Ie 
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Or, The Charitable Mafon. 185 
He thought his cottage fmall, and built in hafte j 
It had convenience, but it wanted tafte. 
His mien was aukward ; graces he had none ; 
Provincial were his notions and his tone ; 
His manners emblems of his own rough ftone. 

m 

Then, flavilh copyift of his copying friend* 
He 3p'd him without (kill, and without end : 
Lariffa's gutturals convuls'd his throat j 
He fmooth'd his voice to the Bizdntine note. 

■ 

With courtly fupplenefs un-furVd his face \ 
Or fcrew'd it to time bonne mine of grimace ; 
With dignity he fneez'd, and cough'd with grace. 
The pious mafon once, had time no more 
To mark the wants and misVy of the poor ! 
Sufpiqous thoughts his penfive mind employ, 
A fullen gratitude, and clouded joy. 
In days of poverty his heart was light : 

- 

He fung his hymns at morning, noon, and night. 

Want 



i86 Eulogius: 
Want fharpens poefy, and grief adorns \ 
The fpink * chaunts fweeteft in a htdgt of thorns f , 
TirM of an houfe too little for his pride, 
Tir'd of himfelf, and country-friends befide, 
He fometimes thought to build a manfion, fit 
For ftate, and people it with men of wit * 
Knowing [by fame] fmall poets, fmall muficians, 
Small painters, and ftill fmaller politicians j 
Nor was the fee of ten*fcore min<e wanting, 
To purchafe tafte in building and in planting, 
A critic too he was, and rul'd the ftage ; 

The fafhiohable^^wttrf % of his age : 
When Crito once a panegyric fhow*d t 
He beat him with a fiaff |) of bis own ode. 

* 

* Spink, the old poetical name fpr Jtnebes of every {bit. See 
* Country Farm, by SurJUt and Markbam, folio, printed in 1616. 
■f Sic Oric. 

J Critics in the reign of Charles II. called themfelves judgements. 
Hence Dryden fays, 

- " A BROTHER -JUDGEMENT /pare, 

" He is, like you, a *very nuolf, or Bear, 9 * 

|| Stflfy i. e. Stanza. See Skakefpeare, Cowley, arid Dryden's 
Rival Ladies, Aft 1, fc. 2. 

Ah 
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£h what, he cry'd, arc Pindar's flights to me ? 
I love foft home-made fingfong, duty-free. 

* 

Write me the ftyle that Lords and Ladies fpeak 

Or give me Paftoral* in Dpric Greek : 

I read not for inftru&ion, bqt for eafe ; 

The opium of the pen is fure to pleafe : 

Where limpid ftreams are clear 7 and funjkine bright \ 

Where woes and coos, and loves and doves unite : 

Where fmply-married epithets are feen, 

With gentle Hyphen keeping peace between. 

Whipt creatn 5 unfortify'd with wine or fenfe ! 

Froth'd by the flattern-mufe, indifference ; 

And deck'd [as after-ages more (hall fee] 

With poor hedge- flow'rs, yclept simplicity ! 

Pert, and yet dull ; tawdry and mean withall \ 

Fools for the future will it nature call. 

He learnt his whims, and high-flown notions too, 

Such as fine fnen adopt, and fine men rue : 

[Meer Angularity the point in view.] 

Julian 

» 
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1 88 EuioGius:* 1 
Julian with him was ftatefman, bard, and wit ; 
Julian, who ten times mifs'd, and one time hit 

4 

Who reafon'd blindly, and more blindly writ, J 
Julian, who lov'd each fober mind to fhock ; 
Who laugh'd at God, and offer'd to a cock; - 

He learn'd no fmall regard for Arius too : 

And hinted Wbat^ nor He, nor Arius kne^, 

But moft [as did his pregnant parts become] 
J-le lov'd th* old pageantry of Pagan Rome, 
Pompous Idolatry with him was fafhion ; 
Nay, he once dream'd of T ranfubftantiation. — 

Now, Mufe, return, and tread thy courfc again j 
I only tell the ftory of a fwain. 

Pi rasmus [for that name the demon bore 
Who nurs'd oqr fp*rk in fafhionable lor?] 
Lik'd well this way-ward vanity of mind, 
But thought a country-ftage a niche confin'd j 
Joo cold for lux'ry, nor to folly kind : J 

Bizantiutifs 
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Or, The Charitable Malbn. 189 
iiizantium's hot-bed better ferv'd his ufe* 

The foil lefs ftubborn, and more rank the juide. 

■ 

f a 

My Lord* he cries, [with looks and tone compos'd, 
Whilft he the mifchief of his foul difclos'd] 
Forgive me, if that title I afford 
To one, whom nature meant to be a lor&% 
How ill mean neighbourhood your genius fuits ? 
To live like Adam midft an herd of brutes ! 
Leave the meer country to meer country-fwains* 
And dwell where life in all life's glory reigns. 

At fix hours' diftanceiirom Bizattium's walls, 
[Where Bofpborus into the Euxine falls] 
In a gay diftri&j call'd th' Elyjian vale 
A fqrnifli'd villa ftands, propos'd for fale : 
Thither, for fummer-fliade, the Great refort ; 
Each nymph a goddefs, and each houfe a court 2 
Be matter of the happier Lares there, 
And tafte life's grandeur in a rural air. 

1 

* Sic Oric, He 

■ 

♦ 
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* 

He fpoke. Eulogius readily agreed* 

1 

And fign'd with eager joy the purchafe-deed; 

Div'd in the Tbeban vales an homc-fpun fwain* 

And rofe a tawdry fop in Afia't plain. 

Dame nature gave him comelinels and health* 

And Fortune [for a pafs-port] gave him wealth* 

The beaus extoll'd him, the coquets approv'd \ 

For a rich coxcomb is by infliuft lov'd. 

Swift Atalanta [as the ftory's told *] 

Felt her feet bird-lim'd to the earth with gold : 

The youth f had wealth, with no unpleafing face j 

That) and the golden apples, won the race : 

Had he been fwifter than the fwifteft wind, 

And a poor wit, He ftill had figh'd behind,—^ 

» 

Here Satan Vanifli'd :— He had frefii commands^- 
And knew his pupil was in able hands. 

» 

* Ovid. Met. L. x, ^ 666; 

+ HlPPOMBNES, 

And 
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And now, the treafure found, and matron's ftore, 



Sought other objefts than the tatter'd Poor : 
Part to bumiHattd Apicius went, 
A part to gaming conf effort was lent, 

< < 

And part, O virtuous Thais, paid thy rent 



. I 



Poor folks have leifure-hours to faft and pray ; 

Our rich man's bus'nefs lay another way : 

No farther intercourfe with Heav'n had he, 

But left good Works to men of low degree : 

Warm as himfelf pronoune'd each ragged man, 

And bade dHlrefs to prdfper as it can : 

Till, grown obdurate by meer dint of time, 

He deem'd all poor men rogues, and want a crime *. 



• *• Why dofi thou doat on the image of a King ftamped on coin+ 
49 and defpifift the image of God that Jbines in human nature ?" - 

St, August. 

Minutius Felix addrefles himfelf very pathetically to great 
and opulent men devoid of charity and alms giving : 

" A man" fays he, " ajks bread of ycu. Wbilft y cur borfes champ 

*• upon bridles whofe bits are gilt with gold, the people die with bun- 
« ggr . whereas one of your diamonds might fa<ue the lives of an 

hundred families." 
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- 

By chance he ancient amities forgot, 
Or elfe cxpung'd them with one wilful blot : 
Nor knew he God nor man, nor faith nor friends* 
But for by-purpofes and worldly ends* 
No fingle circumftance his mind difmay'd* 
But his low extraft, and once-humble trade j 
Thefe thoughts he drove to bury in expence* 
Rich meats, rich wines* and vain magnificence : 
Weak as the Roman Chief* who drove to hide 
His father's cot, [and once his father's pride,] 
By cafing a low Ihed of rural mold 
With marble-walls* and roof adorn'd with gold *; 
Who but Eulocius now is prais'd and known* 
( The very Ignis fatuus of the Town ? 

Our ready fcholar in a fingle year 
Could lie, forget, fwear, flatter, and forfwear f i 

Rough 

* Sic Orfg, 

f " Thofeivho are accufiomed to fwear often may fometimts by chance 
u happen to forfwear ; as he that indulges his tongue in talking fre- 

«« ouentlj 
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kough to the tim'rous, timid with the brave j 
*Midft wits a witling* and with knaves a knave; 

Fame* not contented with her ironi high-way^ 
Delights, for change* thro' private paths to ftray } 
And* wand'ring to the Hermit's diftant cell* 
VouchfaPd Eulooius' hiftory to telh 

At night a dream confirm'd thfe Hermit more 1 
lie ftarted, fcream'd* and fweat from eV'ry porei 

He dream'd that on his throne th* Almighty fat* 

< 

In th* awful valley of Jehoshaphat 
Where-, underneath a fpreading cedar's (hade, 
He Tpy'd his friend on beds of rofes laid ; 
Round him a croud of threatening furies (lands* 
With inftruments of vengeance in their hands. 

* gently /peaks that which U hlujhes/or in JiUnct* 

St. Chrysost: 

Again, St, Jerom adds, " Let thy tongue he a /ranger to lying 
k * and /wearing , on the contrary , let the love 0/ truth he /o Jlronglf 
u in thee, that thou count eft whatever thou /ayeft to be /eaitd with 
u an oath." 

* Joel, Ch. iii, > 12. 

6 the 

« 

1 

* 
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The Judge fupreme foon caft a ftedfaft eye,- 
[Stern, yet attemper'd wkh benignity,] 
On the f afh Hermit whtr with impiom ptay'r 
Had been the fponfor of another's eare. 
" Wretch* thou art loft in part, and in the whole ! 
" Is this the mortgage for thy brother's foul ?* 

An apoplex of dread Eosebius fliook : 
Defpairmg Judas glar'd in all his look. 1 
Trembling he fell befirte th* Almighty-throne ? 
Importunate as Abraham * t' attone 
For others' crimes : O Pow'r Supreme,- faid hey 
Grant me, once more, th* ungrateful wretch to fee : 
'Sufpend thy doom till then : On Chriftian ground 
No gracelefs monfter, like my friend, is found. 

He fpoke, and wak'd aghaft : He tore his hairy 
And rent his fack*cloath garments in defpair 5 
Walk'd to Constantinople, and enquired 
Of all he met at length the houfe defied 

* Gen. Ch. xviri, } 23—33- ^ 
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fey chance he found, but no admiflion gain'd ; 
A Thracian flave the porter's place maintain'd, 
[Sworn foe t6 thread-bare fuppliarits,] and with pride 
His matter's prefence, nay, his name, deny'd. 

There walk'd Eusebius at the dawn of light, 
There walk'd at noon, and there he walk'd at night. 

In vain.- At lengthy by Providence's care, 

He found the door un-clos'd, nor fervants near. 
He enter'dj and thro* fev'ral rooms of ftate 
Pafc'd gently; in the laft Eui^ogius fate. 
Old man, good-morrow, the gay courtier cry'd * 
God give you grace, my [on, the fire feply'd ; 
And then, in terms as moving and as ftrong, 
As clear, as ever fell from angel's tongue, 

- 

Befoughtj reprov'd, exhorted, and condemn'd : a 

Eulooius knew him, and, tho* known, contemn'd. 
The Hermit then affum'd a bolder tone ; 

* 

His rage was kindled, and his patience gone, 

O 2 1 Without 



1 

igt Eulogius: 

Without refped to titles or to place, 

I call thee [adds he] mifcreant to thy face. 

My pray'rs drew down Heav'ri's bounty on thy head* 

And in an evil l^our my wiflies fped. 

Ingratitude's black curfe thy fteps attend,- 

Monfter to God, and faithlefs to thy friend ! 

With all the rage of an infulted ban 
The Courtier call'd his flaves, who fwiftly ran i 
44 Androtion, Geta, feize this aged fool, 
44 See him well-fcourg'd, and fend him back to fchooL 
" Teach the Old Chronicle, in future times 
" To bear no mem'ry but of poor rogues* crimes.** 

The Hermit took the chaftifemenfc and went 
Back to Thebais full of difcontent j 

i 

Saw his once-impious ralhnefs more and more, 1 
And, vi&im to convinced contrition, bore I 
With Chriftian thankfulnefs the marks he wore.- J 

And 
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a 

And then on bended knees with tears and fighs 
He thus invok'd the Ruler of the ikies : 
cc My late requeft, All-gracious Pow'r, forgive ! — 
c< And — that yon mifcreant may repent, and live, 
" Give him that poverty which fuits him beft, 
" And leave difgrace and grief to work the reft." 

So pray'd the Hermit^ and with reafon pray'd. — r+ 
Some plants the fun-mine alk, and fome the made. 
At night the nure-trees fpread, but check their bloom 
At morn, and lofe their verdure and perfume. 
The virtues of mofi men wilj only blow, 

JL,ike coy auriculas^ in Alpine fnow * : 

< 

Tranfplant them tQ the equinoftial line, 

They: vigour fickens, and their tints decline. * 

Heav'n to its pre-dilefted children grants 
The middle fpace 'twixt opulence and wants. 

» 

* This flower was flrft difcovered under the fnow, at the feet of 
T^ine ice* mountains araongft the Alps. 

0 3 Mean-while 
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Mean-while Eulogius, un-abafh'd and gay, 
Purfu'd his courtly track without difmay : 
Remorfe was hood- wink'd^onfciencecharnVd away. M 
Reason the felon of berfelf was made, 
And Nature's fubjlance hid by Nature's jfoafe/ 
Our fine Man, now completed, quickly found 
Congenial friends in Jfiatic ground. 
. Th' advent'rous pilot in a fingle year 
Learn*d his ftate-cock-boat dext'roufly to fleer ; 
Verfatile, and fharp- piercing like a fcrew, 
Made good th' old paflage, and ftill fore'd a new: 
For, juft as int'reft whiffled on his mind, 
He Anatolians left, or Thracians join'd ; 
Caught ev'ry breeze, and fail'd with ev'ry tyde \ 
But ftill was mindful of (he lee-ward fide : 
Still mark'd the pinnacle of fortune's height, 
And bark'd - — to be made turn-fpit of the ftate. 

1 
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By other arts he learns the knack to thrive ; 

The mod obfequious parafite alive : 

Chamelion of the court, and country too ; 

Pays Cesar's tax, but gives the mob their due ; 

And makes it, in his conference, the fame thing 

To crown a Tribune, or behead a King : 

All things to all men 5 and (himlelf to pleafe) 

/ijfimulates * each colour which he fees. 

Jf patriots pay him, willow- wreaths he bears, 

And coats of filamotte f complexion wears ; 

■ 

If ftatefmen pay him better, a frefh hue T 
Brightens his garb ; more brilliant as more new ; y 
(Court-turquoife, and indelible of blue. J 
Thus weather-cocks by ev'ry wind are blown. 
And int'reft oils 2l motion, not their own. 

* " Pretinus aJHmulat tetigit quofcunque colons " 

Ovid. Met. XV, jr 411. 

\ Filamotte (Dryden) is that " clouded mixture of crimfoH, 
ft yellow, and water-colours, which are feen in the beginning of 
*' winter on a falling leaf." Filamotte, quafi fe'ueille morte. Thus 
IfabeUa-co\ovLr denotes a certain grave colour worn by the Infanta 
l/abella Clara Eugenia , Arch-ducnefs of Auftria, Sec, 1 623. For 
grideUne, fee the Vision of Death, page 99. 

O 4 How 
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V 

Jiow flrangely crouds mifplace things, and mif-call j 
MADNESS in One is LIBERTY in Ml 

On lefs important days, he pafs'd*his time 
In virtuofo-lhip, and crambo-rhyme-: 
In gaming, jobbing, fidling, painting, drinking, 
And evVy art of ufing time, hut thinking. 
He gives the dinners of each up-ftart man, 
As coftly, and luxurious, as he can ; 
Then weds an hcirefs of fuburbian mold, 
Ugly as apes, but well-endow'd with gold ; 
There fortune gave hiqi his full dofe of ftrife, 
A fcojding wom^n, and a jealous wife ! 

■ 

T* encreafe this lpad, fome fycophant-repoit 
peftroy'd his int'reft an^l goiod grace at court. 
At this one ftroke the 7n an look'd dead in law : 
Jlis flatt'rers /camper, and his friends withdraw *• 

• " A friend cannot be known in profperjt^ f and an enemy (axmt 
y it bidden in adverfiy " /^^^>\ ¥ C ^ LW <* CJu 

Stmt 




Digitized 



by Google 



Or, The Charitable Mafon. aoi 
Some men [as Holy Writ foretelleth right] 
Have one way's entrance, but have fev*n ways flight *, 

€l I never lik'd the wretch," fays one : another 
Opines f in the fame language with his brother ; 
A third, with myftic fhrug and winking eye, 
Sulpefts him for a dervife and a fpy. 

5* Pray, Sir, the crime The monarch frown'd, 

«. No more, 

The fellow's guilty, and his hus*nefs o'er $. 

And now [to fhorten my difaft ? rous tale] 
Storms of affronts pour'd in as thick as bail. 

■ 

Each fcheme for fafety mifchievoufly fped, 
And the drawn fword hung o'er him by a thread. 

■ * » * 

* Dbut. Ch. xxviii, } j. 

f Opines, i. e. gives his opinion. Mr. Pope, from the French. 

J " ■ Nunquam, fi quid mihi credis, amavi 

" Huncce hominem. Sed quo cecidit fub crimnef Quif quant 
1* Delator ? Quibus indie its, quo tejle probavit ? 
€i Nil horam. Verbofa, et grandis epiflola venit 

" ACapreis. Benebabet, nil pUu interrogo." 

Juvbn. Sat. X, f 6$. 
To fucb fort of worldly connexions may be applied the golden faying of 
St. Chr ysostom, " MEUM and TUUM are almoft incompatible 

<f WOrds.^ OlLAT, W PflltAGON. 

ChiI4 
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Child he had none. His wife with forrow dy'd $ 
few women can furvive the lofs of pride. 

Mean-while the Deweon, who was abfent far, 
[Engag'd in no lefs work than civil war] 
Perceiv'd tlx' approaching wreck ; and, in a trice 

* 

Appearing, gave both comfort and advice. 

" Great genius's," he cry'd, " muft ne'er defpair j 
" The Wife and Brave ufurp on Fortune's care ! 
f The un-exhaufted funds of human wit 
" Oft mif$ one object, and another hit : 
44 The man of courts^ who trufts to one poor hole, 
46 Is a low fooltfh fool* 9 and has no foul : 
4C Difgraces my refpefted patronage, 
cc And, gaining Heav'n, beconies the jeft of lb 9 agef! 

■ 

" Court? 

• « if yW<> folly? Prov. ef Ch. xvii, * 12. 

+ The fo» of S track, in oppofttion to thefe falfe and dangerous 
notions, juftly remarks: " Ob/erve the opportunity, and beware of 
" Be not ajbamtd when it concerned thy SOUL." 

Ecclus. Ch. lv, f 20. 
I/ataf?* advice is very noble : " Fear not the reproach of tncn, 
" neither be ye afraid of their revilings : For the moth Jhalltat them 

« up 

• 
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m • 

Court-loyalty is a precarious thing ; 



.** When the king's trump, time-fervers ferve the kingj 
* c But, when he's out of luck, they fliift their fail, 

■ 

f ' And popularity's the fav'rite gale : 
* c Vain popularity ! which /*#ry fhrouds, 
*« Like Juno's fhade, in party-colour'd clouds. 
? c Each man will go a mile to fee you crown'd 
With civic wreaths, till earth and flues refound ; * 

* c And each man will go two to fee you drown'd. m 

- 

" Whoever hopes in dang'rous times to rife, 
f c Muft learn to fhoot fwift Fortune as lhe flies r 
?* Capricious Phantom ! never at a ftay ; 
M Juft feen, and loft when neareft, far away ! 
? c But, to be brief ; [and mark my judgement well :] 

* 

y 

f* Your fortunes totter'd, when old Justin fell ; 



* f up as a garment, and the worm Jhall eat them like wool ; but my 
*' falvation (hall be for ever." Ch. li, f 7, 8. 

" /, even /, am HE that comforteth you. Why Jhouldeft thou be 
" afraid of a man that (hall die, an d forgetteft the LORD thy Ma* 
f* ker, av/fo ftretcbed forth the heavens Ibid, jr 1 2, 13. 



cc 



« His 
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iC His fucccflbr *, as you and all men know, 

Is kind, when friend ; and un-appeas'd, when foe j 
" Some fly court-vermin, wriggling in his ear, 
*« Has whifper'd, what predicts your ruin near ; 
u Then caft thy die of fortune all at once $ 
«' Learn to be any thing but dupe or dunce. 
Fortune aflifts the brave. Plunge boldly in - 9 

■ 

*« T' attempt, and fail, is a poor fneaking fin, 
" Hypatius [with pretenfions not the worft] 

M Affects the throne : Be thou to join tYitjirft : 

■ 

fi *Tis not a crime too worldly-wife to be j » 

« € Or [if it is] difcharge the crime on me" 

Thus weak Euj,qgju$, by falfe greatnefs aw'd, 
^iften'd — r unto jh* artificer of fraud ; 
Th$ doftrine came not from tfi' all- righteous Throne i 
When Satan tells a LIE, 'tis all bis own f. 

He fpoke, and vanifiYd. Swift Eulooius fled. 
And to the Emulous of empire fped. 

f Justinian. f John Cb. viji, J 44. 

Here, 
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tlere* were it not too long, I might declare 
The motives and fuccefles of the war, 
The prowefs of the knights, their martial deeds* 

* 

Their fwords, their Ihields, their furcoats * and their 
Heeds i 

Till Behsarius at a Angle bloW 
Supprefs'd the fadtion and repell'd the foe. 
By a quick death the traytors he relieved ; 
Condemned, if taken *, famifh'd, if reprier'd. 

Now fee Eulooius [who had all betray'd 
Whate'er he knew] in loathfome dungeon laid i * 
A pris'ner, firft of war, and then of ftate : 
Rebel and tray tor a(k a double fate ! 
But good JusTiNiAff, whofe exalted mind 
[In fpite of what Pirasmus urg'd] enclin'd 
To mercy, foon the forfeit-life forgave, 
And freed it from the fliackles of a Have* 

• Murcoaty an upper garment of defence. Dkydbh. 

Thert 



f 
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Then fpdke with mild, but in majeftic ftrain^ i 
Repent, and hafte thee to Larifa's plain, I 
Or wander thro* the world, another Ca*n. J 
Thy lands arid goods fliall be the poor marl's lot* 
Or feed the orphans, you've fo long forgot. 

Forfaken, helplefe, re-cogniz'd by none, 
Profcrib'd Eutooius left th' unprofp'rous town : 

For fuccour at a thoufand doors he knock'd j 

■ 

Each heart was harden'd* and each door was loek'di 
A pilgrim's ftaff he bore, of humble thorn $ 
Pervipu$ to winds his coat* and fadly torn : 
Shoes he had none : a beggar gave a pair* 
Who faw feet poorer than his own, and bare\ 
He drank the ftream, on dew-berries he fed, 
And wildings harm fupply'd the place of bread \ 
Thus home-ward urg'd his folitary way ; 
[Four years had he been abfent to a day;] 

Tame thro' Tbebats his arrival fpread, 
Half his old friends reproach'd him, and half fled : 

0/ 
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Of help and common countenance bereft. 
No creature own'd him, but a dog he left. 
Compunftion touch'd his foul, and, wifer made 
By bitter fufPrings, he refum'd his trade : 
Thank*d Heav'n for want of pow'r and want of p#f \ 
That he had loft the worlds and found himfelfc 
Confcience and charity reviv'd their part* 
And true humility enrich'd the heart, 
While grace celeftial wkh enliv'ning ray 
Beam'd forth, to gild the ev'ning of his day* 
His neighbours mark'dthechangej andeaeh man drove 
By flow degrees t* applaud him, and to love. 
So Peter, when his tim'rous guilt was o'er, 
Emerg'd, and flood twice firmer than before 

EtiSEBius, who had Idng in filence mourn'd* 
Rejoic'd to hear the Prodigal return'd j 

* See Luke Ch. xxii, jfr 55—62. 

€t Peter flood more flrmly, after be bad lamented his fall, than 
u before he fell.'* " Ambrose. 

3 And 
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9 

And with the eagernefs of feeble age 

r 

Made hafte t' exprefs his joy, and griefs affuage, 
" My Son*" he cry'd, " once more contemplate 

-- 

me : 

" Behold th' unhappy wretch that ruin'd thee i 
"My ill-judg'd pray'rs [in lucklefs moments fpedj 
u Brought down the curfe $f riches on thy head* 
" No language can exprefs one fingle part 
u Of what I felt, and what ftill racks my heart* 
u Vainly I thought, that, to encreafe thy ftore t 
" Was to encreafe Heav'n's wanna for the poor* 
c< Man's virtue cannot go beyond its length % 
" God's gifts are ftill proportioned to our ftrength* 
u The Scripture-widow * gives her well-fav'd mite 
u With affluent joy, nor fears to faffer by't : 
u Whilft Dives' heaps [the barter of his foul] 
14 Lie bury'd in fome bafe inglorious hole, 

- 

* 

* Luke Ch. xxi, } 2, 2 Cor. Ch. viii, f 12. 

* Of 

S* 

■ 
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Ci Or on the wings of pomp and lux'ry fly, 
" Accurft by Heav'n, and dead to charity f ! 
" The charitable Few are chiefly they 
*< Whom Fortune places in the middle way J ; 
4< Juft rich enough, with ceconomic care, 
•* To fave a pittance, and a pittance (pare : 
"Juft poor enough to feel the poor man's moan, 
" Or fhare thofe fufPrings which may prove their 

■ 

€l own ? 

u Great riches, with irrfinuating art, 

« c Debafe the man, and petrify the heart. 

" Let the felfe friend, like Satan, be withftood, 

** Who wifhes us more wealth— to do more good ! 

•f- " God is not honoured with our expending that money which if 
* f hide-wed *witb the tears of the oppre fled Chrysost. 

J The truly charitable man, (who happens Co be neither rich 
nor poor J is well painted by an antient Claffic. I quote the verfes, 
becaufe I never faw them quoted : 

" Cujus 



*' Non fronton ventre mime - y fed Candida femper 
" Gaudia, & in <vultu cur arum ignara voluptas* 
41 Non tihi fepofitas infelix firangulat area 
** Divitias ; atride*ve animum dijprndia torquent 
" Faemris expofiti cenfus ; fed doefca fruendi 
" Temperies/' &c, 

P « To 
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" To this great trial SOME arc equal found ; ' 

" MOST in th' unnavigable dream are drown'd jj." 

He fpoke : And, with a flood of tears oppreft, 
Left his Eulogius to divine the reft. 

- 

" Father," he cry 'd, (and with complacence fmiPd) 
ct HeavVs tryals have at length reclaim'd its child. 
" Omnifcience only can our wants fore-know, 
" And All- Beneficence will beft beftow. 
" SOME FEW God's bounty on the Poor employ : 
" THERE ARE— whom to promote, is to deftroy ! 
u Rough, thorny, barren, is pale virtue's road ; 
" And poifons are true cures when giv'n by God. 
Spontaneous I refign, with full accord, 
The empty nothings wealth and pow'r afford ; 
cc My Mind's my All, by Heav'n's free grace re- 
" ftor'd. 

(I Hugo* in his excellent treatiie De Anima, makes the following 
remark upon greatnefs and ambition : 

" The human heart is a /mall thing , and yet defireth great matters. 
" // is barely ftJTicient for a kite's dinner, and yet the whole world 
« Juffceth it net/* 

" O 



cc 
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" O Pow'r Supreme ! unfearchable thy views ! 

•« Omnifcient, or to give, or to refufe ! 

" Grant me, as I begun, to end my days 

" In a&s of humble charity and praife ; 

u In thy own paths my journey let me run, 

" And) as in He av'n, on Earth thy Will tedcne!" 

Thus he maintain^ Almighty Wifdom's caufc. ' 

The fun fhone forth — The Hermit pleased with- 
- 
draws — 

And Nature wore an afpetf: of applaufe. 
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O R, 

THE CONFESSOR. 

Da vocem magno, Pater, ingeniumque dolori. 

Stat. Epiced. Patris. 

- 

An EPISTLE to the Rev. Dr. Robert 
Hort, Canon of Wind/or. 




L L fober poets with thy Bard * agree, 
Who fung, " That truth was trueft poetry" — 



Cowley. See his Davidiii. 

P 4 Alike 



216 Macarius: 
Alike to me, and the ijtokfV, 1 a Friend ; 

0 Hort, to thefe my pious (trains attend. 

Thou knew'ft the Man ; and thy Good Senfe is fuch, 

1 dare not fay coo little, or too much. — 

Under his eye the felf-fame views combined 

* 

Our ftudies, and one horofcope conjoin'd. 
He check'd th f impatient wand'rings of our youth, 
And grafted on our fancy fads and truth. 
Together we amus'd our youthful prime, 

Days feem'd but hours, and time improv'd on time : 

* 

Mindlefs of cares, [and how they pafs'd or came] 
Our fports, our labours, and our reft the fame *. 

See'ft thou yon* Eugbs, by penfive nature made 
For tears, and grief, and melancholy lhade ; 
Wide o'er the church they fpread an awful light, 
Than day more ferious, half-compos'd as night, 



• Thde eight lines are imitated from a femous pafftge in PfiR- 
Sat. V, too well known to be reprinted. It begins 

[There, 
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[There, where the winding Kbnnet gently laves 
Britannia's Lombardy * with filver waves ;] 
There fleeps Macarius, foe to pomp and pride ; 
Who liv'd contented, and contented dy'd. 

Say, (hall the lamp where Tullia was entombM, 
Burn twice fev'n ages, and be un-confum'd ? 
An4 not one verfe be facred to a name 
Endear'd by virtuous deeds and filent fame ? 
True Fame demands not panegyric aid ; 
The fun'ral torch burns brighteft in the made ; 
Too faft it blazes, fann'd by public air i * 

■ 

Thus bloflbms fail, before their tree can bear. 
True Fame, like porcelain earth, for years rauft lay 
Bury'd, and mix'd with elemental clay f. 

• Berk/hire. 

•f- It is reported that the Cbinefe beat and mix thoroughly toge- 
ther the composition that makes porcelain, and then bury it in a 
deep bed of clay for an hundred years. See Dr. Donnis Letters. ' 
See alfo the Dnco very of Hiddtn Trea/ure, 4to, London 1656, 
p. 89 ; (a very fcarce and curious Work, by the famous Gabri&x. 

PtATTfiS.) 

His 
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His younger days were not in trifling fpent, 
For pious Hall * a kind infpe&ion lent : 
He fhew'd him what to feek and what to fhun :— 
Harcourt f with him the thorny journey run. 
Companion of his ftudies ; and a friend 
Sincere in youth, and ftedfaft to the end. 

Courts and the world he knew* but not admired j 
He traveird thro* them wifely* and retired : 
Giving to folitude and heavenly care 
Thofe moments which the worldling cannot fpare. 
Thus, half a century, his courfe he run 
Of pray'r and praifcs, daily, like the fun : 
Happy ! Who T ruth invariably purfues, 
And well-earn'd fame by better fame renews J ! 

His 

* Mr. John Hall, Matter of Pembroke College, Oxford, in 1667, 
and Re&or of St. Mate's in the fame univerfity. Created D. D. in 
i66q ; defied Margaret Profeflor in 1676 ; and confecrated Bifhop 
of Briftol the 12th of June, 1691. All which preferments he en-, 
joyed together. 

f Mr. Simon Harcourt, afterwards Lord Chancellor Harcourt V 
offered him a Biihoprick from Queen Anne many years after the Re- 
volution ; but the favour was declined with grateful Acknowledge- 
ments. 

% *« Surely vain are all men by nature, i»ko are ignorant of God; 

" and 
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His hooks % like friends were chofen, few and good* 
Conftantly us'd and truly underftood. 
The Sacked Scriptures were his chief delight * 9 
Talk of the; day, and vifion of the night : 
Truth's fecmd fources he with care furvey'd, 
And walk*d with HeRmas in the rural fliade f. 
Cyprian with awful gravity he fought ; 
And true fimplkity Ignatius brought 
Lively Minucius did his hours beguile ; . 
Lactaktius charrn'd with elegance of ftyle : 
But moftly Chrysostgm engag'd his mind : 
Great without labour, without art refin'd ! 
Now fee bis gentle elocution flows, 
Soft as the flakes of heav'n-defcending fnows ; 



** and could not, out of the good things that are feen, know him. 
** That is, neither y 6y confidering the works did they acknowledge 
** theimrk-mafterr Wisd. of Sol. Ch. xiii, jr I. 

* He employed ten or twelve .hours a day in ftudy, without any 
Interruption, fbut that of cafual ficknefs] for fifty years fuceeffively. 
His principal Dufinefs was in referring every difficult part of Scrip- 
ture to thole particular pauages in the Fathers, and eminent modera 
Divines, who had explained them exprefsly or occafionally. 

f Alluding to a Work entituled the Shepherd of Her mas. Hermas 
was cotemporary with fome of the Apoftles. 

Now 
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Now fee bim, like th* impetuous torrent, roll ; 

Pure in his di&ion, purer in his foul ; 

By few men equalled, and faiipafs'd by AOtte j 

A Tully and Demosthenes in One * ! 
Something at chearful intervals was due 

To Roman claffics, and Athenian too. 

Plato with raptures did his foul infpire; 

Plotinus fann'd the Jcademkf fife. 

Then came the Stactritb ~whofe excellence 

Beams forth in clearnefs, brevity, and fehfe ! 
Next, for amufement*-fake, he turn'd his- eyes 

To Them, whom we defpoil, and then defpife: 

* In order to judge a little of thefe two afiertions, be pleafed 
only to read St. Ckryj'ojlon? $ Homify on the Ten Talents, 6? His Com- 
mentary on St. Matthew ; and his Orations to the People of Antiocb 
IIEPI AN API ANTON. 

See alfo F error ius De Condone Veterum, and the Eloquence Crettemn 
of M. Gijbert : The loft of which Works was a favourite Book with 
the late Lord So me as, and .wrought a great ejhc? on hit future way 
of thinking. 

This anecdote was imparted to me By the late Mr. Elijah Fsif- 
ton* as matter of && on bis own knowledge. 

f Academic is ufed in the Horatian fenft df Ad word : 
" Atque inter Jylvas Acadtmi quxrtre verum" 

forc-moft 
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Fore- moft of thefe, unrival I'd Shakespeare Hands ; 
With Hooker, Raleigh, Chi t ling worth, and 
Sands * 

[For in thofe days " «w? Giants in our lands /"J m 
Thus, like the bee, he fuck'd from ev'ry flowV, 
And hour furpafs'd the predeceflbr-hour. 
Latimer's father f was bis type of yore ; 
Little be had, but fomctbing for the poor : 

■ 

• Edatym Sandys, Archbifhop of York, was one of the firft emi- 
nent Reformers, not only of our holy religion, [which almoft every 
perfon knows] but of our language [which circumftance few perfons 
are apprized of.] His fermons [the time when he preached them 
being duly confidered] may be looked upon as a mailer-piece of 
eloquence and fine writing. They were chiefly preached between 
the years 15502nd 1576. 

His fon George [and here let me be underftood to refer chiefly to 
his Parafbrafe on J06] knew the true harmony of the Englifti Heroic 
Couplet long before Denbam and Waller took up the pen ; and pre- 
fervc4 that harmony more uniformly. Variety perhaps was want- 
ing ; which Dryden afterwards fupplied, but not till he came to the 
forty-fifth year of his age ; namely, till the time he publiflied 
Aurengzxbe. 

\ Bitliop Hugh Latimer [whom I quote only by memory, not ha- 
ving the original at hand] fays, in one of his Sermons preached at 
St. Paul's Croft, about the year , " that tho* his father pof- 
41 fefled no more than 40 acres of free land, or thereabouts, yet he 
«' had always fomething to give to the poor, and now and then 
*« entertained his friends that he portioned out three daughters, 
" at c /. a-piece, and bred up a fon at the univerfity ; ' otherwife, 
adds he, "I mould not have had the honour of appearing in this 

pulpit before the King's majerty." 

Note, The original Edition fays 4 acres, which muft be an error 
of the Prefs, in (lead of 40 acres. Old Latimer lived in good repute 
about the year 1470, in which year his fon Hugh was born. 

And 
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A ad oft on better days the board was fpread 
With wholefbme meat and hofpkable bread. 
Poor in himfelf, men poorer he reliev'd, 
A nd gave the charities he had receiv'd. 

The midnight lamp, in cryftal cafe enclosed, 
Beams bright ; nor is to winds nor rains expos'd 
A watch-tow'r to the wand'rers of mankind ; 
Forlorn, belated, and with paffions blind*, 
Who tread the foolifh round their fathers trod, 
Art, 9 midfi life's errors* hit on death 9 s by-road^* 

\V! idfl: racking pains X his mind was calm andev'n ; 
Patience and chearfttlnefs to him were giv 5 
Patience ! the choiceft gift on this fide 



* Palaniffq\ homines fatftm, at rat tents egentts 9 
Dtfprtt^re frnul. Ovid. Met. 

ScJ nil dukius eft, lent ouam tnutrita Unert 
Luita dntfrina $afie*ium itmpla fneira, 
IJyp/a-re unJe queas alia* pajfwq; vidne 
En art, atq\ <viam pelantes qtutrcre int*e. 

LucatT. L. II, $ 0. 

t Wis n. of Soi.. Ch. i, ^ 12. 

J In the laft years of his life Macarius was grievoufly afBi&ed 
v.ith ncpLkic yams. 

His 
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His ftrength of parts furviv'd the frontieth year, 
And then, like northern fruits, left off to bear ; 

1 

Nought but a Veftal fire fuch heat contains ; 

Age feldom boafts fo prodigal remains *. 

Some few beyond life's ufual date are caft : 

Prime clujlers of the grape f till winter laft. 

To these a facred preference is giv'n : 

Each Jbaft is poli/b'J, and th* Employer Heaven fl. • 

JEFFR**S [if that were poffible] reftrain'd 
His fury, when you mournfully complained J. 
And Kirk's Barbarians, hard as harden'd ftejel, 
Forgot their Lybia, and vouchfaf'd to feel. 



• — — — — , " Cut vix cert avert t ulla 

Jut tan turn fiuere, aut tot idem durare per annas" 

Viae. Georg. 2. 

f 2 Esdras Ch. xii, jr 42. 

|| Isaiah xlix, 2. "A polijhtd Jbafi in the quiver of God." 

X When Judge Jiffr**s came to Taunton-affizcs, in the year 
1685, to execute his commiflion upon the unfortunate people con- 
cerned in Monmouth's rebellion, the Perfon here fpoken of, being 
Minifter of St. Mary Magdalen's Church at Taunton, waited on him 
in private, and remonftrated much againft his feverities. The Judge 
liftened to him calmly, and with fome attention ; and, tho' he had 
riever (een him before, advanced him in a few months to a Preben- 
dal Stall in the Cathedral church of Iri/lol. 

5 When 
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When crowns were doubtful* and when numbers 
fteer'd 

As honour prompted, or felf-intYeft veer'd ; 
[Times ! when the wifeft of mankind might err, 
And, loft in fhadows, wrong or right, prefer 5] 
The Tempter * in a vapour's form* ', arofc, 
And o'er his eyes a dubious twilight throws, 
To lead him, puzzling, o'er fallacious ground, 
Suborn his paffions, and his fenfe confound : 
Pomp to foretafte, and mitres pre-defcry ; 
[For mifts at once enlarge and multiply :] 

Our Hero paus'd and, weighing either fide, 

Took poverty ; and confeience for his guide : 
For he, who thinks he fuffers for his God, . 
Deferves a pardon, tho' he feels the rod. 
Yet blam'd he none [Himfelf in honour clear 
That were a crime had coft his virtue dear ! 



* See Sandys' s Paraphrafi on Job, where Safan arifes in form of 
an t.xbalaticn. 

Thus 
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Thus All he lov'd 5 and party he had none, 
Except with charity, and Heav'n alone. 
In his own friends fome frailties he allow'd ; 
These were too JtngularJ and Those too proud. 
Rare fpirit ! In the midft of party-flame, 
To think well-meaning men are half the fame ! 

B • fometimes would to thy cottage tend ; 

An artful enemy, but feeming friend : 
Confcious of having plann'd thy worldly fate *, 

r 

He could not love thee, and he durft not hate. 

But then feraphic Ken was all thy own 1 

And He f, who long declin'd Ken's vacant throne, 



* Biftiop Ken ufed to fay, that King William and Queen Mary 
would gladly have permitted the Non-juring Bilhops and Clergy 
[who had juft before fignalized themfelves in a fteady oppofition to 
Popery] to have enjoyed their preferments till death, upon their pa- 
role of honour given, that they would never dijlurb the government \ 
which favour would have been thankfully accepted of, and comply- 
ed with, by the aforefaid Bifhops, See. ; but fomebody here alluded 
to [at leaft as Macarius thought] traverfed their Majefties gracious 
intentions. In proof of this, Bifhop Ken performed the funeral 
fervice over Mr. Kettle-well in the year 1695, prayed for King 
William and Queen Mary. 

-f- Dr. George Hooper : AT. B. It muft here alfo be remembered, 
that Dr. Beveridge refufed to fucceed Bifhop Ken in 1691, and then 
the offer was made to R. Kidder, D. D. 

0. Begging 
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Begging with carneft zeal to be deny'd ; 
By worldlings laught at, and by fools decry'd: 
Dodwell was thine, the humble and refipfd\ 
Nelson, with Cbriftian elegance of mind \ 
And He* 9 whofe tranquil mildnefs from afar 
Spoke him a diftant, but a brilliant (tar. 

Thefe all forfook their homes Nor figh'd nor 

wept ; — • 

Mammon they freely gave, but God they kept. 
Ah, look on honours with Macarius* eyes* 
Snares to the good, and dangers to the wife ! 

In filence for himfelf, for friends in tears, 
He wander'd o'er the Defart FORTY f years. 
The cloud and pillar [or by night or day\ 
Reviv'd his heart, and afcertain'd the way J. 

i 

• Mr. John Ktttkwelh Vicar of CoUjbillm WarwckjbWt* 

t Sec Exodus paffim. Psalm xcv, jr lo. Hebr. Ch. iii» 
f 17- 

■ 

% Exod. Ch. xiii, jt 21. 

His 
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His fandals fail'd not ; and his robes untorn 
Efcap'd the bramble and entangling thorn (|. 
Heav'n purify'd for him th* embitter'd well •, 
And Manna from aerial regions fell +• 
At length near peaceful Pisoah J he retir'd, 
And found that reft his pilgrimage requir'd: 
Where, as from toils he filently withdrew, 

0 # 

Half Palestina § open'd on his view : 

Go, pious hermit, groves and mountains cry*d ; 

Enter, thou faithful Servant \ Heav'n replyM. 

Mild as a babe reclines himfelf to reft, 
And fmiling fleeps upon the mothers brcaft, 
Tranquil, and with a patriarch's hopes, he gave 
His foul to Heav'n, his body to the grave j 

I Deut. Ch. viii, f 4. 

* Waters ofMarab. Exod. Ch. xv, f 33—25. 

+ Ibid. Ch. xvi, jr 15 and 35. 

J Deut. xxxiv, f t. 

§ PaUpna is the Scripture-word for Pahftint* Uaiah twice, 
Ch. xiv, £ 29, 31. Exod. Ch. xv, f 14, 

Q^2 And 
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And with fuch gentlenefs refign'd his breath, 
That 'twas a foft extinction, and not death. 
Happy ! who thus, by unperceiv'd decay, 
Abfent themfelves from life, and deal away *< 
Accept this Verfe, to make thy menVry live, 

Lamented Shade! 5 Tis all thy Son can give. 

Better to own the debt we cannot pay, 
Than with falfe gold thy fun'ral rites defray. 
Vainly my Mufe is anxious to procure 

• * 

Gifts unavailing, empty fepulture f ; 

As vainly (he expands her flutt'ring wings : ■ 

She is no Swan, nor, as fhe dies, (he Jings, 

He, that would brighten antient di'monds, muft 

Clear and re-polilh them with di'mond-duft : 

• Macarius (who was born the 28th of Q&ober, 1650) was dif- 
poflefled of his preferments in 1691, and remained deprived till the 
time of his death, which happened in February 1735 ; and (which 
is remarkable enough) the Bifhops Kidder > Hooper, and Wynne all 
contrived that Macarius mould receive the little profits from his 
prebend of if ells as long as he lived. A circumliance to their ho- 
nour, as well as bis. 

f " Huncjaltefo accumulcm donis, 13 fungar inani 
" Munere." Virg. 

That 
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That taflc is not for me : The Mufes lore 

Is loft ; For Pope and Dryden are no more ! 

O Pope ! too great to copy, or to praife ; 
[Whom envy finks not, nor encomiums raife 5] 
Forgive this grateful tribute of my lays. 
Milton alone could Eden loft re-gain ; 
And only Thou portray Messiah's reign. 
O Early loft ! with ev'ry grace adorn'd ! 

By me [fo Heav'ns ordain it] always mourn'd. 

< 

By Thee the good Macarius was approved : 
Whom Fenton honour'd, and Philotheus lov'd ||. 

My/?#, my latejl bread, I owe to Thee : : 
Thou, and thy Friends, preferv'd my Mufe and me. 

m 

By proxy, from a gen'rous Kindred fpread, 
Thy Craggs's bounty fell upon my head * : 

1 

J Pbilotbeiis, Bilhop Ken, 

9 The late Mrs. Nugent and Edward Eliot of 'Port- Eliot, Efq; 

&c. &c. 

CI 3 Thy 

1 



1 
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Thy Morpaunt's |1 kindncfs did my youth engage, 
And thy own Chesterfield prote&s my age. 

II Charles, late Earl of Peterforow, General in 5/a//r, &c. 
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O R, 

The UPRIGHT STATESMAN. 

A fuppofed EPISTLE 
From BOETIUS to his Wife RUSTICIANA. 

i ■ 

" Pe&ore magno 

Spemque metumque domat, vitio fublimior omni ; 
Exemptus feris ; indignantemque repellit 
Fortunam ; dubio quern non in turbine rcrum 
Deprendit fuprema dies, fed abire parolum, 
Ac plenum vita. Stat. Sjlv. L. I. 
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OETIUS flouriftied in the former part of the 



fixth century. He was defcended from the 



Manlian family, and was one of the firft per- 
fons of Rome in fortunes and dignity. He received 
his education at Athens \ after which he was thrice 
conful, and always renowned for his eloquence in the 
Senate. He was upon all occafions inflexibly honed 
and veracious. 

His book entituled the Confolation of Pbilofopby may 
be looked upon as a matter- piece of fine writing. 
The poetry of it is equal to mod compofitions in the 
Auguftan age ; and that even in the claflical purity of 
ftyle : but fomething which manifefts the declenfion 
or the Roman language may be difcovercd in the 
profe-part. 

In his profe-writings he made Ariftotle his model ; 
and, like him, is always clear, tho' concife : leaving 
an infinite fund for the mind of the reader to work 
upon. Many works pafs under his name : fome are 
genuine and fome are looked upon as fuppofui- 
tious. 

This Book of Philofophical Confolation [from which 
a large part of the prefent Epiftle is extracted] has 
been univerfally admired in all ages, infomuch that 
there are many more fine Manufcripts extant of it, 
than of Virgil, Horace, and Cicero, all taken together. 
The Work we here fpeak of has been the particular 
delight and ftudy of Princes and good politicians. 
Chaucer tranflated it into our language, and after- 
wards it was trapQated by Queen Elizabeth, &c. 
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Boetius had two wives : The firft was Helpes a Si- 
iilian *, whofc conjugal affection is celebrated by him 
in an epitaph ftill extant. His fecond wife [to whom 
the following Letter is fuppofed to be addrefled] was 
Rufticiana y the daughter of Symmacbusy a Roman fe- 
nator and conful ; one of the moft virtuous, learned, 
and amiable perfons of that age. As to Rujticiana, 
hiftorians give her all perfections of mind and body. 
By her Boetius had feveral children : and two of his 
ions when young had the honour to be publicly car- 
ried to the Senate-houfe in a confular chair, by way 
of extraordinary compliment to their father. 

When Theodoric the Goth made himfelf mafter of 
the kingdom of Italy* he wifely made choice of Bo- 
etius to be the director of his councils, and governed 
for many years to the univerfal fatisfaction of his fub- 
jects. From a principle of felf-intereft he had long 
concealed his inclination for Arianifm ; but a feries 
of profperous government made him ambitions, felf- 
confident, and jealous of Boetius's gl6ry. Jn addi- 
tion to this, the Gothic chieftains- that belonged to 
Lirn were uneafy to fee all power in the hands of a 
Roman ; and one of them in particular, named Tri- 
gilky having gained a new and great afcendancy over 

* Edward Philips, who writ one of the beft accounts we have of 
the Poets^ ancient and modern, fays, fome Authors aflert that 
Helpes was daughter of a Sicilian Kinir, and that foe writ Hymns 
in honour of the Apoftles after flie embraced Chriftianity. 

Philips** authority carries weight with it : For Milton was the in- 
flrutior of his youthful ftudies, and afterwards revifed the work we 
here allude to ; Philips'* mother being Mtltox's fitter. 

Philips** Book was publifhed in i2mo, 1665, and entttnled The- 
tttrutK P&etarum One Winftardtj y a barber, tranferibed the li?es 
of the Englifh Poets from our Author's work almoft verbatim, and 
pwbHfhed them in 1687. A moll notorious plaginrifmj it being 
but 22 years after the Thtairum Poet arum was publiflied. 

the 
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the king, contrived our Statefman's ruin, by fuborn- 
ing falle witnefies, and devifing treafonable letters be- 
tween him and Jujtin y emperor of the Eaft. 

Boetius was firft bammed to Pavia, and after four 
years confinement privately executed in prifon. His 
father in law, Symmacbus, incurred the fame fate. The- 
vdoric foon afterwards died with remorfe, under all 
the agonies of a difturbed mind. 

It has been looked upon by many good Chriftians 
as no fmall misfortune, that Boetius in his Conso- 
lation has not derived his arguments from Divine 
Wtfdom as well as Prophane pbilofopby. One may per- 
ceive here and there feveral hints taken from Scrip- 
ture, but nothing, as I remember, in totidem verbis : 
Yet his general belief of Chriftianity has never been 
fufpe&ed, nor even his orthodoxy ; for he writ an ex- 
prefs Treatife on the confubftantiality of the Trinity, 
which is ftill preferved, and looked upon to be ge- 
nuine. 

Thefe circumftances induced me to conclude this 
Epiftle in a manner not unworthy of our Philofopher, 
and highly agreeable to his Imitator. 

It has often been thought, that a Second Part added 
to Boetius's Confolation y written in the fame manner 
of a Vifion, and confifting of verfe and profe inter- 
changeably, where Divine Wisdom is introduced as 
the fpeaker and comforter, would afford us one of the 
fined and mod inftruclive works that could be compo- 
fed. The Sieur de Ceriziers, almoner to Louis the 
XHIth, made an attempt of this kind about the year 
1636, and executed it with fome degree of fuccefs. 

Boetius was commented upon by no lefs a perfon 
than Thomas Aquinas 7 who was one of the cleared and 

pureft 
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pureft writers of v his time. This (hews the efteem 
in which the fchofeftic ages held him. 

In our country King Alfred was the firft who trans- 
lated the Confutation of Pbilofopby, and this Tranfla- 
tion is Hill extant. Chaucer, as we have already hinted, 
gave us another verfion ; and a third, I think, was 
pubJifhed by the Monks of Taviflock, at the fecond 
prefs that was eftabliftied in England. A fourth Tranf- 
lation was made (as fome fay) by Queen Elizabeth ; 
and one or two more preceded the verfion publiftied 
by Lord Prefion. 

I have nothing farther to add, but that my Worthy 
Friend, to whom this Elegy is addrefled, will be plea- 
fed to bear in memory thefe beautiful verfes of anti- 
quity ; which may be applied (not improperly) both 
to Him and me. 



Nos fafla aliena tdnendo 



Vergimur in fenium j Propriis Tu pulcher ab annis 
Ipie canenda geres, patriasq*, exempla par&bis ; 
Pofcit AVUS : praeftatq-, domi novifTe triumphos- 
Jamqi vale, &f penitus noti tibi Vatis amorem 
Corde exire vet a. ■ 
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E P I S T L E 

From Boetius to his Wife Rusticiana. 

And it came to pafs from the time that he 
[Potipbar} had made him over-feer in his 
houfe, and over all that he had, that the 
Lord blcffed the Egyptian's houfe for Jo- 
feph's fake ; and the blefling of the Lord was 
upon all he had in the houfe and in the 
field. Gen. Ch. xxxix, v. 5. 

INTRO- 



1 



s 
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INTRODUCTION. 

•V 

THE man, that's truly read in virtue's laws, 
Improves from cenfure, and dillruftsapplaufe. 
Firm in his hope, he yields not to defpair * ; 

The cube revcrfi is ftill ereSl zxidfauare f. 

> 

ELIOT, to whom kind nature did impart 
The cooled head, and yet the warmeft heart : 
Bleft in thy nuptials, bleft in thy retreat, 

r 

Privately good, and amiably great ; 
Accept with candor thefe fpontaneous lays, 
And grant me pardon, for I aflc not praife. — 
In proof the Mufe true oracles recites, 
Hear what Boetius to his Confort writes. 

• 44 The fortitude of a juft man confiftt in contemning the flatteries 
** of prefperity, and overcoming the fears of 'poverty 

Sti. Greg or. Moral. L. VIII. 
i u Cokif ositus, femptrq; suvs." Stat. Sjfo*. L. II. 

Mark 
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Mark well the Man, and Heav'n thy labour blefs; 
In all be like him, but unbappinefs ! 



Thus He afpir'd on meditation's wings, 
And to the beft of Conforts thu9 he Tings : 

Tp\ UST1CIANA, lovelieft of thy kind, - 



Exil'd from all the joys the world can give, 

And [for my greater grief!] allow'd to liv* : 

[By Him *, I train'd to glory, tafify left ;] 
Of all things, but my innocence, bereft : 
Patrician, conful, ftatefman but in name ; 
Of honour plunder'd, and profcrib'd in fame : 
[ Betray M by men my patronage had fed, 
And curft by lips to which I gave their bread 5] 
To thee I breathe my elegies of woe ; 
For thee, and chiefly thee, my forrows flow : 




Moft in my eyes, and ever in my mind ; 



* The Emperor Tbto&ric 

5 



JOint- 
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» 

Joint-partner of my life, my heart's relief; 

■ 

Alike partaker of my joys or grief ! 

1 

All-bounteous God, how gracious was the care 
To mix thy antidote with my defpair ! 
Rusticiana lives to fmoothe my death, 

- 

And waft with fighs to Heav'n my parting breath. 

w 

Hence hope and fortitude infpire my bread : 

Be ber's the earthly part, and Thine the reft ! 

Still I am happy, human and divine ; 

Th* ajpftant angel Jbe, th' affiftancc Thine. 

O Wife, more gentle than the weftern breeze, 

Which [loth to part] dwells whifp'ring on the trees : 

Cbafte as the lamb th' indulgent paftor leads 

To living ftreams thro* Sharon's flow'ry meads i 

Mid as the voice of comfort to defpair ; 

Fair as the fpring, and yet more true than fair * ; 

Delightful 

• •* ctyjj t e felUiJpmum conjugh pudore non pr*diea<vit J" 

Philosophize Verba ad Boetium. 
DtConfilaU LAI. Prof. 3. 

" Vivit 
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Delightful, as the all-enlivening Sun ; 

♦ 

Brighter than rills, that glitter as they run, 1 
And mark thee fpotlefs ; — air thy purity 
Denotes, thy clearnefs fire, and earth thy conftancy*. 
Weep not to read thefe melancholy ftrains 
Change courts for cells, and coronets for chains!— 
No greatnefs can be loft, where God remains ! J 

Say, what avails me, that I boaft the fame 
And deathlefs honours of the Manlian name * 
Th* unfoil'd fucceffion of renown'd defcent, 
Equal to Time's hiftorical extent f ? 
One of my anceftors receiv'd his doom 
There, where he fav'd the liberties of Rome ! 

*« Vtvit Uxor ingenio mode/la, pudiciti* pudore pr<ecellens, et, ut 
< € omnes ejus dotes bre<viter includam, Patri [Symmacho] fimilis. Vvult 
" inquam, tibique tantum, vit<e hujus exofa, fpiritum fervat. Quoque 
*' uno ftlicitatem minui tuam <vet Ipfa concefferim, tui defiderio lacbrj- 
" mis ac do/ore tabefcit." J J 

Ejufd. Verba. Ibid. Prof. 4, Edit. Juntarum 1521. 

* This paflage was written in imitation of Ovid's famous 
defcnption of Galatea, Met. L. XIII. and improved by an hint 
taken from Dr. Donne's Poems, Page 96, izmo. 

t " Quod fi quid in nobilitate bonum, id folum effe arbifror, ut im~ 
" pofita nobilibus necejfttudo videatur, ne a majorum -virtute degenerent" 

L. Ill, Prof. 6. 

R Pid 
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Did not another plunge into the wave 
The Gaulish champion, and his cquntry fere ? 
Did not a third, [and harder was his fate] 
Make his own child a vi&im for the (late ? 
And did pot I my wealth and life confume, 
To blefs at once Theodoric and Rqms ?— p 
But all is cancell'd and forgotten fince y 
pafl merits were reproaches to my princeJ 

As my own glory ferv'd to ruin rnc, 
Thy birth from Symmachus ayaiU not thee : 
Thy meeknefs, prudence, beauty, innocence, 
Thy knowledge, and thy virtues, gave offence. 
When excellence is eminent? like thine, 
Our eyes are dazzled with too bright a flirine * 
peath mull the medium give, that makes it mildly 
fliine. 

"What vifionary hope the wretch beguiles, 
VVfip founds his confidence on Princes fmiles ? 

True 

« • 
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True to their int'reft, mindlefs of their truft, 

Convenient is the regal term for juft. 

The plant, my cultivating hands had made 

A fpreading tree, opprefs'd me with its (hade ; 

Ambition pufli'd forth many a vigorous (hoot, 

And rancid jealoufy manur'd the root : 

Ingratitude a willing heart mif-led, 

And fycophants the growing mifchief fed, 

Till th' Arian-Sophift * crept thro' ail reflraint * 

The Tempter ply'd him, and there fplit the faint. 

Th* aflaflin-hand which Odoa'cer. flew, 

Once more, diftain'd with blood, appear'd to view : 

- 

Not foe by foe in hoftile fields oppreft, 

But friend with friend, th' inviter and the gueft f. 

And O, how weak my flrill, how vain my toils, 
To fow religion's feeds in courtly foils ! 

* Tbeodoric in his heart was ftrongly inclined to Arianifm. 

f Odoacer and Tbco&oric had divided by agreement the kingdom 
of Italy between them. The latter invited the former to a banquet, 
and killed him with his own hand. 

R 2 The 
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The few furviving plants that fix'd their root, 

O'ercharg'd with fpecious herbage, bore no fruit, 

Gorg'd to fatiety with un&uous juice 

From a fat earth, and form'd for bulk, not ufe ; 

Till all the cultivating hand receives 

Is fteril plenty of luxuriant leaves *. — >-* 

Or, where we fow'd the grain of life, fucceeds 

A copious harveft of pernicious weeds. 

Where corn once flood, th* infatiate thiftlc Hands, 

- 

And deleterious hemlock choaks the lands. 

If errors purely human are forgiv'n, 
I dare prefent my laft appeal to Heaven. 
Religion and clear honefty, combined, 
Made up the fliort full fyftem of my mind. 
Nicely I mark'd the quickfands of the ftate, 
The crown's encroachments, and the peopled hate \ 

, f " ■ ■ i << nefcia faith 

" Sjlva wnupn tollit, fru&umque cxpirat in umbras.*' 

Stat. Spiv- 

Fore- 
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tore-warn'd my prince of arbitrary fway, 
And taught his fubjefts willingly t* obey : 
Thus ev'ry thing confpir'd to one great end, 
The nation was my child* the king my friend* 
Both ftill I ferv'd with uniform intent, 
The good of both with equal fervour meant % 
And, wherefoe'er th* infraftion firft arofe, 
Still judg'd th' aggreflbrs man's and nature's foes* 

Monarchs, fometimes, difeard thro' fear, t>r hate* 
Thofe, whofe good fenfe and virtues poize the ftate 3 
So mariners, when ftorms the ocean fweep, 
Commit their guardian- ballaft to the deep. 

Methinks, in thefe my folitudes, I hear 
Tricilla whifp'ring in the tyrant's ear * i 
JJfert the glories which are all thy own \ 
And lop the branch that over-Jhades the throne j 
When he and malice know, I taught no mort 

Than ev'ry righteous ftatefman taught before* 

• L. I, Prof. 4; 

R 3 I IhowM 



246 BOETIUS tO RuSTICIANA, 

1 

I fliow'd my prince * " Tbefirft of regal arts 

Was to reign monarch of the people's hearts : 

[Swift to encourage, eager to redrefs, 

"The fteward of a nation's happinefs ;] 

T aught him, each gift he gave, by truth to fcan 

7" adapt the man to place, not place to man 5 

?o guard the public wealth with anxious care, 

Studious of peace, but fiill p'cpar'd for war : 

¥ aught him, that princes of celeftial kind, 

Lifo Numa, cultivate the field and mind + : 

Warn'd him 'gainft pow'r, which fuffers no controul 5 

But moftly that, which perfecutes the foul : 



* The precepts of government, comprized in the following lines, 
and recommended by Boetius, are extracted almoft verbatim from 
CaJ/icdorus's Letters. Ca£todorus was (ecretary to Theodoric and Atba- 
laric, kings of the Goths. He was a ilatefman of great genius, 
and an author of wonderful invention. 

An ancient writer of the Church has juftly marked out the diffe- 
rence betwixt a King and a Tyrant : They haw Both" (fays he) 
" abfolute po wer and abundance of people under t heir command ; bur 
" exert their authority and power in a <very different manner ; For the 
" former feeks only the good of thofe 'whom he governs, and hazards alii 
" even his life, that they may live in peace and fafety" He then 
gives the contrail of their characters in more full detail. 

Synesius Bijhop of Cyrene to the Emperor Arcadius. 

t Ovid. Met. XV, f 482. 

Then 
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Then by examples, or from reafon, fliow'd, 
That none are true to man who're falfe to God J ; 
And that our lives* except ky freedom blejt> 
Are a dull paffive Jldvery at btftS* 
Hence righteous kings of fofter clay are made \ 

Not for their fubjefts mis'ry, but their aid \ 

♦ 

True liberty » by pious rnonarchs giv'n, 
Is emblematic manna rain'd from heav'n : 
"Without ev'ry appetite is pall'd, 
The body fetter'd* and the mind enthrall'd f„ 

Thus when by chance fotne ruftic hand invades 
The nightingale's recefs in poplar-fliades f 

% A faying of Conftmttius CbUrus, the Father of Conftantint the 
Great. 

■ 

* The chara&er of a juft and pious prince Is finely marked by 
Isaiah, Ch. xvi, ^5. " In mercy jhall the throne be eftablijhed\ 
" and he Jbtxll Jit upon it in truth, in the tabernacle of David; judging 
" and feeking judgement, and hafting righteonjnefs" 

•f- Much to this purpofe is a pafTage in the Son of Strath i '* As 
" long as thou liveft, and haft breath in thee\ give not thyfelf over to 
" to any. In all thy works keep to thyfef the pre-eminence, and leave 
■** majham in thint honour.* 9 Ecclus. Ch. xxxiii. 

R 4 And 
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And bears the pris'ner with ofFenfive care 

To Nero's houfe of gold, and Nero's fare 5 

Th' aerial chorifter, no longer free^ 

Wails and detefts man's civil cruelty : 

Still dumb th' imprifon'd fylvan bard remains 5 

[Your human bards make mufic with their chains 

And when from his exalted cage he fees 

The hills, the dales, the lawns, the dreams, the trees, 

He looks on courtly food with loathing eyes, 

And fighs for liberty, and worms, and flies *♦ 

Such truths my crimes ! But Charity's foft veil 
Shall made the hateful remnant of the tale. 

• " Qua: can it aids garrula rands 
" Ales, cave* clauditur antro. 
" Huic licet illita pocula melle 
" Largafque dapes dulci Jludio 
" Ludens hominum cura minijlret $ 
" Si tamen alto /aliens teSlo 
" Nemorum g rat as wider it umbras, 
" Spar/as pedibus proterit efcas ; 
" Sjhas t ant urn matfta requirit." 

Boet. de Confilat. L. Ill, Metr. 1. 

The 
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The daughter of a Symmachus * difdains 
Vindi&ive plaints and acrimonious ftrains 5 
Make the folemnity of grief appear 
Magnificently dumb, without a tear ! 
Brave as our fex, and as thy own refign'd 5 
Unconquer'd, like thy beauty ^ be thy mind 7— — 
,Wretch that I was, how dar'd I to complain ? 
Heaven's cbaftifements are never dealt in vain ! 
In fomething, or my pride or frailty err'd, 
And my juft doom was certain, tho' deferr'd. 

- 

The mifts of twilight-funfhine, and efteem, 
Made me not greater grow, but greater feem. 
When I the paths of human grandeur trod, 
Might not my alien-heart diverge from God ? 
Might I not raife my kins-folk and my friends 
From private reafons, and for private ends ; 

1 

* " Pretiofijpmum generis humani dec us y Symmachus focer ; 
*' Vir totus ex fapientia, *virtutibufquefa3us." 

Boet. de Confolat. L. II, Prof. 4* 

" Socer tymmacbus, fanflus, aiqut aclu ipfo reverendus" 

Ibid. L. I, Prof. 4. 

Exclufive 

y 
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Exclufive of the better Few % who ftay 
Far from the folar walk, and court's high- way | f 
Might I not fwell too much on earthly pow'r, 
Man's ideot-play-thing, gewgaw of an hour f 
Or might not falfe compliance, flatt'ry, art, 
Un-binge my truth, un-cbriftianize my heart i 

Why nam'd I in thefe lines * my wealth, my race, 
The conful's ftation, or the ftatefman's place 1 
The confidence I gain'd, the trufts I bore ? 
See, my heart fickens to review them more I 
Boaft as we will, diffemble as we can* 
A pious peafant is the greater matin 

How hard the cortteft, and how (harp the ftrife 
To part the Great from pageantry of life ! 
To wean the bearded infant from his toys, 
Vain hopes j vain honours, and (till vainer joys ! 



|[ " In chufing men who are to difcharge the highejl offices, the fafiji 
u tondkd is to take the man who pees out of his way in order to decline 
" //, and not the man who intrudes boldly for /V." 

St. Bernarp. 

* Sec Pages 239, 24.U 
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See the proud demi-god in triumph fit, 

With naufeous incenfe choak'd, and hireling- wit \ 

Hymh'd by a chorus of felf-ferving tools, 

The Nisroch* of his knaves, and c alf f of fools !— 

I'll dwell no longer on this angry theme J * 

But fketch the moral picture of a drejlm ||. 

One night, with grief o'er-charg'd, with cares 
oppreft, 

Like a fick child, I moan'd myfclf to reft : 
When lo, a figure of celeftial mien, 
[Known indiftin&ly once, and faintly fcen] fc 
Approach'd me 5 fair and graceful as a queen. 
Now, [ftrange to tell !] flie feem'd of human fize* 
And now, her form auguft half reach'd the fkies§« 

* 2 Kings Ch. xix, jr 37. 

*f* Exod. Ch. xxxii, ^4. 1 Kings Ch. xii, f 28. 

X " De fceleribus ac fraudibus delator um recle tu quidem ftrlftim 
" attingendum put aft i y quod ea melius uberiufque recognofcentis omnia 
4t <vulgi celebrentur." Philosophia loquitur, L. I, Prof. 5. 

|| What follows is extrafted from the Pbilo/opbical Con/olation of 
Boetius. 

$ L. I, Piof. 1, De Confolat. Pbilofopb. 

Sweet- 
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Sweet-fmiiing, with an accent foft fhe faid* 
<c Is this Boetius ? Or Boetius* lhade ? 
" What fudden ftrokc of unexpected woe 
w Congeals thy tears, and wants the pow'r to flow ? 
*« Incapable of comfort or relief, 
44 See a dumb image petrify'd with grief ! 
c< Th' impetuous ftorm arofe not by degrees, 
«* But burfts like hurricanes on Adria's feas V* 

She fpoke, and to my throbbing heart apply'd 
Her tender hand j " My fon, my fon," Ihe cry'd, 
c< Med'cines, and not complaints, thy pangs muft eafe | 
u Falfe greatnefs, and falfe pride, are thy difeafe*" 
Then with her other hand fhe touch'd my eyes i*, 
Soft, as when Zephyr's breath o'er rofes flies : 
Inftant my Senfe return'd, reftor'd and whole* 
To re-poflefs its empire of the foul. 

• De ConfiUt. Pbikfipb. L. I, Prof. 2, 
t L» I» Prof. 2* 

So, 
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So, when o'er Phoebws low-hung clouds prevail, 
Sleep on each hill, and fadden ev'ry dale; 
Sudden, up-fpringing from the north, invades 
A purging wind, which firft difturbs the ihades % 
Thins the black phalanx till with fury driv'n 
Swift difappears the flying wreck of heav'n : 
To its own native blue the fky refines, 
And the fun's orb with double radiance fhines *. 

The dame celeftial roark'd with glad furprize 
Recover'd reafon lab'ring in my eyes, 
And, kindly fmiling, fajd, or feem'd to fay j 
« c At length, my Son, the intellectual ray 
f* Juft gleams the hopeful promife of a day. 



* " Tunc me difcujfa liquet' unt noElc tettebra?, 

" Luminibujq; prior rediit vigor* 
** Ut cum pracipiti glomerantur fidera Coro 

" Nimbofi/que polus fietit imbribus : 
" Sol late/, ac noadum cctlo <venientibus afrit 

" De/uper in terram nox fundi tut. 
** Hattc, fi Tbre'icio Boreas mi/Jus ab antra 

" Per beret, & claufitm rejfrat diem ; 
*' Emicat & fubito *vibratus lurnine Pbabtts % 

<* Mir antes ocuks radiis ferit" 

L. I, Mctr. 3. 
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u Patients like thee mud cautioufly be fed 
** With milk diluted, and innoxious bread : 

Permit me then in gentleft ftrains to give 
" Rules to die happy, and contented lire ; 
* And, when thy ftomach can ftrong food digeft^ 
" My prudence fliall adminifter the reft *. 
<c I never leaye my children on the road, 
" But lead each pilgrim to his bleft abode f . 

" Suffice it firft this wholefome truth t' impart j 
" Coy Fortune's abfence ftings thee to the heart : 
4< A willing mifirefs to the young and bold, 
tc But fcornful of the tim'rous and the old : 
" Mcerluft of change compell'd her to cafhire 
<c Her beft-lov'd Pompey in his fiftieth year. 



•* Who's thine, or mine, and ev'ry man's by turn : 
" Were Fortune confiant> {he's no more the fame, 
** But, chang'd in Jpecies, takes another name. 



The frowns of a capricious jilt you mourn, 



• L. I, Prof. 2. 
3 



f L. I, Prof. 3. 
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c< Say, when that prodigy * offalfebood foiil'd, 

« c And all the forcerefs thy heart beguil'd ; 

" When ev'ry joy thai full pofleflion gave 

" Rofe to the higheft relilh man can crave ; • » 

*' Waft thou then happy to thy foul's defire ? 

<c Something to feek, and fomething to require, 

Still, ftill perplex'd thee, unforefecn before. — — 
" Thy draughts were mighty, but thy dropfy more f. 
u 'Tis granted, Fortune's vanilh'd — and what then? 
" Thou'rt ftill as truly rich as all good men : 1 
« Thy mind's thy own ; [if that be calm and ev'n !]— 

* 

" Thy faith in Providence, thy funds in Heav'n. 

w The Indian only took her jingling bells, 

cc Her rags of filk, and trumpery of fhells : 

M Virtue's a plunder of a cumb'rou3 make 

" She cannot^ and fhe does not chufe to take J. — 

• " UtiVigo multiforme, illiut Prodigii /««.'* 

* J X. II, Prof. i. 

•J- " Largis cum pot i us munerihus flutns 

" Sitis ardefcit hat*ndi: % L. II, Metr. 2. 
t L. II, Prof. i. 

" Accept 
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" Accept th' lnccnjlant y if fhe deigns to (lay ; "1 
€t And, if fhe leaves thee, fpeed her on the way ; r 
" For where's the diff'rence, mighty Reas'ner, fay, J 

i 

u When man by death of all things is bereft, 

'* If he leaves Fortune, or by Fortune's left * ? 

" Fortune to Galba's door the diadem brought ; 

" The door was clos'd, and other fons fhe fought : 

" Fortune's a woman, over-fond or blind | 

" A ftep-dame now, and now a mother kind. 
M Efchew the luft of pow'r, and pride of life \ ■ « 

* c One jarring mafe of counter- working ftrife ! 

<c Vain hopes, which only idiot-minds employ i 

" And fancy builds, for fancy to deftroy ! 

M All muft be wretched who expefl too much j 
. #c Life's chymic-gold proves recreant to the touch. 
*« The man who fears, nor hopes for earthly things, 
IDifarms the tyrant, and looks down on kings : 

* " £>uid igitur referre putes, tunc illam moriendo deferas, an /f 
" W^fugitndar' Lit). II, Prof. 3. 

Whilft 

a 
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" Whilft the depending, craving, flatt'ring flavd 
tc Makes his own chain that drags him to the grave V* 

The Goddefs now, with mild and fober grace 
Inclining, look'd me ftedfaft in the face; 

" Thy Exile next fits heavy on thy mind j 
" Thy pomp, thy wealthy thy villas, left behind* 
" Ah, quit thefe nothings to the hungry tribe ; 
" States cannot banijb thee j they may profcribet, 
" The good man's country is in ev*ry clime, 
•< His God in ev'ry place, at ev'ry time > 
" In civiliz'd, or in barbarian lands, 
u Wherever virtue breathes, an altar ftands f / 



* " Qa*fquts compofito firenus 

" Nec fperes illiquid, nec extimefcas^ 
" ExarmaVeris impotentis nam. 
" At qui f qui s trepidus pa<vet, <utl opt at t 
" Nefiit, qua <vakat trahi % catenam" 

BbET. U h 

f Li I> Prof. 5, Boetius.— 

— — " Vbicunque virtus j 
" Heic, pulo, templum eft." 

Jac. BalOe Od*. 
" Hbav'k, to tun well-difpos'd, it ev'ry-where." 

Dr. Donne; 
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" A farther wcaknefs in thy heart I read 

" Thy prifon (hocks thee with unufual dread : 

> 

" Dark folitude thy wav'ring mind appalls, 
" Damp floors, and low-hung roofs, and naked walla. 
" Yet hire the mind of Socrates could foar ; 
" And, being left than man, he rofe to more. 

■ 

p « m * » 

« c Wifti not to fee new hofts of clients wait 

" In rows fubmiflive thro' vaft rooms of ftate ; 

" Nor* on the fitter of coarfe rufiies fpread, 

4C Lament the abfence of thy downy bed : 

• c Nor grieve thou, that thy plunder'd books afibrd 

" No confolation to their exil'd lord : 

*• Read thy own heart * ; its motions nicely fcan » 

" There's a fufficient library for man f. 

* " There etre two lejfons which God infills every day into the 
" Faithful : the one is, to fee their vwn faults: Thi other is,- t* 
" comprehend the Divine Goodncfs" Thom* k Kemp* 

•f " The heft looking-glafs wherein to fee thy God is perfeQly to 

" fee thyfclf." Hwoo dt Am ma. 

» 

M Ai>d 
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u And yet a nobler volume ftill remains ; 
*« The of Providence all truths contains : 
** For ever ufeful, and for ever clear, 
" To all men open, and to all men near : 
u By tyrants un-fuppreftM, untouched by fire 5 
" Old as mankind, and with mankind t' expired 

" Next* what aggrieve* thee moft, is loft offam^ 
*< And the chafte pride of a once-fpotlefs name : 
*« But mark* my fon, the truths I fhali impart, 
«« And grave them on the tablets of thy heart 5 
« The firft keen ftroke th* Unfortunate fliall find* 

1 

*' Is lofing the opinion of mankind f t 

(C Slander and accufation take their rift 

«« From thy declining fortunes, not thy vice* 

« 

• L. Ij Ptt)f; 4. BofiTtUS. 

+ " At vero bic etiam noftris malts enmtths acctdif, qtod exifimd* 
*' tio plarimcrum non renlrti merita; fid fortunae fpe£lnt cventum ; 
" eaqtte t ant urn judical tjji provifa, qua fclicitas commendawin 
** <j>M fit t tu exiftimatio bona, prima omnium deferat infelices;" 

Boetius, Ibidi 

82 " How 
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44 How. rarely is zpoor man highly deem'd ; 

44 Or a rich upftart-villain dif-efteem'd ? — - 

44 From chilly fhades the gnats of fortune run 

44 To buz in heat, and twinkle in the fun ; 

44 TiUHeav'n [atHeav'n's appointed feafon kind,] 1 

44 Sweeps off th' Egyptian plague with fuch a wind, r 

44 That not one blood- fucker is left behind. 

t 

44 Boaft not, nor grieve at good of evil fame *: 

s 

44 Ee true to God, arid thou art (till the fame. 
44 Man cannot give thee virtues thou haft noi % 
44 Nor Ileal the virtues thou haft truly got. 

44 And what*s th' applaufe of learning or of wit ? 
44 Critics un-write whate'er the author .writ : 
44 To a new fate this fecond life muft yield, 
44 And death will twice be matter of the field f. 

* " Si vis beat us r0 t eogita hde primttnt, contemner e et contemni ; 
*• nondum es Jdix> ft te turbo, non dersferit" 

Antisthenis Diftum. 
f " Cum fera *vdis rapiet hoc etiam dies, 
" Jam vos fecunda mors manet." 

Boetius L. II, Mctr. 7. 

Nor 

1 

» 
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" Nor grieve, nor murmur, nor indulge defpair, 
" To fee the villain cloatb'd, and good man bare j 

c< To fee impiety with pomp enthron'd ; - 

" [Virtue unfought for, honefty un-own'd :] 
" Heav Vs difpenfations no man can explore ; 
" In this, to fathom God, is to be more ! 
" Meer man but gueffes the divine decree ; 

- 

€C The moft the Stagyjute himfelf copld fee, 
«« Was the faint glimm'ring of contingency, 

" Yet deem not rich men happy, nor the poor 

• > 

" Unprofp'rous 5 wait th* event, and judge no more. 
« True fafety to Heav'n's children muft belong : 

"Vyith God the rich are weak, the poor are ftrong. 
'* Th* irrevocable fanftion Hands prepared ; , 

Vice has its curfe, and virtue its reward *. 

* " Si ea qua paulo ante conclufa funt, incowvulfa fequantur, Jpfo 9 
* l de cujus nunc regno loquimur, AuQore cognofces, femper quidem po- 
?' tentes boms ejje, malos vero abjeclos femper & tmbecilles ; nec fine 
*' poena unquam efe <uitja, nec fine pramio irirtutes ; bonis fefoi*, ma- 
t( lis femper infortunata contingere. >i 

Bobtius L. IV, Profa i, De Conjoint. Phihfiph. 

* f Qwfemna virtu, fama raccoglie" 

S 3 Confcience^ 
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* c . Confciencey man's centinel, forbids to ftfay, 

to Nor flicwsus the great gulph for Heaven's high-way. 

u To ferve the Great, and aggrandize our pride, 
f ' We barter honour, and our faith befide : 
" Mindlefs of future blifs, and heavily fame, 
" We ftrip and fell the Chfifiian to the nanie. 
4< Ambition^ like the fta by tempefts toft, 
*• Still makes new conquefts for old conquefts Jpft : ' 
f « Ccurt-favpurs lie alwe the common rpad 
f « By modefty and humble virtue trod * 
* f Like trees on precipices, they difplay 
f « Fair fruit, which none can reach but birffc of prey. 
" All men from want, as from contagion, fly j V 
They weary earth, and importune the iky * 
f c Gain riches, and yet 'fcape not poverty : 
to The wee-mean foul preferves its earthly part, 
f! fhe beggar's flattVy, smd the beggar's heart. 

" In 

1 . ■ 

V 
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" In fpitc of titles, glory, Irindred, peif, 
" Lov'ft thou an object better than thyfelf i 

" You anfwer, No. If that* my Son, be true, 

" Then give to God the thanks to God are due. 
" No man is crown'd the fav'rite of the ikies 
" Till Heav'n bis faith by (harp affliction tries : 
" Nor chains, dilgrace, nor tyrants can controul 
" Th* ability to fave th* immortal foul. 
" How oft did Seneca deplore his fate, 
« c Debarr'd thai recolledipn which you hate ? 
" How often did Papinian wafte his breath 
" T'implore, like your's, apaufing- timefor death* ?— 

" Place in thy fight HeavVs confejfm refign'd, 
cc And fuflfer with humility of mind : 
As thy profperides pafs'd fwift away, 
Juft fo thy grief fhall make a tranficnt ftay f. 



cc 



• Boet. L. Ill, Profa 5. 

•f- " Quod Ji idcirco te fortunatum ejfe mn exiftimas, quoniam qua 
" tune lata widebantur, abierunt : non eft quod te miferum putts \ 
** quantum, qua nunc trtduntuv mafia, p ratter eunt." 

Idem, L. II, Prof. 3. 

S 4 " Thy 



BOETIUS to RuSTICTANA* 

<c Thy life's laft hour [nor is it far from thee] 

Is the laft hour of human mifery. 
U Extremes of grief or joy are rarely giv'n, 
w And laft as rarely, by the will of Heav*n. ,? • 

So fpake PHILOSOPHY, and upwards flew, 
Infpiring confidence as flic withdrew. 

Here let my juft refentments ceafe to flow, 
Here Jet me clofe my elegies of woe. 

Rusticuna, faireft of the fair, 
My prefent ohje&, and my future care k 9 
Be mindful of my children, and thy vows : i 
And ['gainft thy judgement] O defend thy Sfoufc* ' 
My children are my other felf to thee r* 
Heav'n you diftruft if you lament for me. 

Weep not my fate : Is man to be deplor'd, 
From a dark prifon to free air reftor'd ? 
Admir'd by friends, and envy'd by my foes, 
I die, when glory to the higheft rofe, 

I've 
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Pve mounted to the fummit of a ball; 
If I go further, I defcend, of fall. 
Hail death, thou lenient cordial of relief; 
Preventive of my fhame and of my grief ! 
Kind nature crops me in full virtue's bloom *, 
Not left to fhrink and wither for the tomb. 
Shed not a tear, but vindicate thy powV, 
Enrich'd like Egypt's foil without a IhowV. 
Fortune, which gave too much, did foon repine* 
There*: wa$ no Solftice in a courfe like mine. 
With ealmnefs I my bleeding death behold \ 
Suns ftt in crimfon-ftreams to rife in gold. 

Farewell, and may HeavVs bounty heap oh thee, 
[As more deferving] what it takes from me + ! 



• « Ruperts, non indigus a*vr 9 

Nttnnimm." Stat. 

■f"** Iftrr aniif^T^mt(urame/e % "cut Rnqture pcjem, 
" O Utinam ! quos dura mihi rapit Atropos annos /* 

Stat. Sylv* 



That 
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That peace, which made thy focial virtues fhinc, 
The peace of confeience, and the peace divine, , 
Be ever, O thou beft of women, thine ! 

Forgive, Almighty Pqw'r, this worldly part; 
Thefe laft convulfions of an hufband's heart : 
Give us Thy Self ; an,d teach our minds to fee 
The Saviour and the Paraclete in Thee 1 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

• ■ 

IT is to be hoped the Reader will pardon me, if I 
take the liberty of prefixing to this Elegy a (light 
Advertifement, inftead of inferting what might feem 
too long for a note in the body of the Poem. 

Having ventured (and I am fure it is licentia fump- 
ta pudtnter •) to introduce three or four new expref- 
fions in a volume of near five thoufand lines, and 
one, namely dew-ting' d ray, in the 279th page of the 
prefent elegy, I thought myfelf obliged to make fome 
apology on that fubjecl ; fince all innovations in po- 
ets like me, (who can only pretend to a certain de- 
gree of mediocrity) are more or lefe of an affected 
cad, arid rarely to be excufed ; inafmuch as we have 
the vanity to teach others what we do not thoroughly 
underftand ourfelves. 

And here permit me to call that language of ours 
CLASSICAL ENGLISH, which is to be found in 
a few cbofen writers inclusively from the times of 
Spencer till the death of Mr. Pope ; for falfe refine- 
ments, after a language has arifen to a certain degree 
of perfection, give reafons to fufpecl; that a language 
is upon the decline. The fame circumitances have 
happened formerly, and the event has been almoft 
invariably the fame. Compare St alius and Claudian 
with Virgil and Horace : and yet the former was, if 
one may fo fpeak, immediate heir at law to the latter. 

I have known fome of my cotemporary Poets (and 
thofe not very voluminous writers) who have coined 
their one or two hundred words a man ; whereas Dry- 

* HOR AT. 

den 
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den and Pope devifed only about three/core words be- 
tween them \ many of which were compound- epithets 
But moft of the words which they introduced into ouf 
language proved in the event to be vigorous and pe^ 
rennial plants, being chofen and raifed from excel* 
lent offiets — - Indeed the former author revived 
alfo a great number of antient words and exprefiions » 
and this he did (beginning at Chaucer) with fo much 
delicacy of choice, and in a manner fo comprehen- 
five, that he left the latter author (who was in that 
point equally judicious and fagacious) very little to do 4 
or next to nothing. 

Some few of Dry den's revived words 1 have prefa- 
tned to continue ; of which take the following in* 
(lances ; as gride line, filamot, and carmine^ (with re- 
ference to colours, and mixtures of colours cymar, 
eygre> trine 3 ETPHKA, Paraclete, panoply, rood, dorp$ 
eglantine, orifons y afpirations, 3ec. I mention this, left 
any one mould be angry with me, or pleafed with mtf 
in particular places, where I difcover neither boldnefs 

nor invention* 1 owe alfo to Fenton the participle 

meandered and to Sir W* B'avenant the Latinifm of 

funeral ILlCET. 

• 

As to compound-epithets* thofe ambiliofa ornanm- 
ta f of modern Poetry, Dryden has devifed a few of 
them* with equal diffidence and caution j but thofe 

* I muii here make one exception. Dryden fliowed fbme weak-* 
hef", in Anglicizing common French words, arid thofe not over- 
elegant^ when at the fame time we had fynonvmous words of our 
own growth. Thus, for example, he introduced twee, couchte\ 
bouiifeu, Jimegres* fraicbtur, fbugue % &c. Nor was he more lucky 
In the Italian falfare : 

« hh JbieU 

« Wai fidfifyM, and round <uiitb javlins filler 

Dryden'/ Virg, 

+ HORAT. 

3 few 
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few arc exquifitely beautiful Mr. Pope fcized on 
them as family-diamonds, and added thereto an equal 
number, dug from his own mines, and heightened 
by his own polifhing. 

Compound-epithets firft came into their great vogue 
about the year 1598. Sbakefpeare and Ben Jonfon 
both ridiculed the oftentatious and immoderate ufe of 
them, in their Prologues to Troilus and Crejfida and to 
Every Man in bis Humour. By the above-named 
Prologues it alfo appears, that Bombaft grew faftiion- 
able about the fame era. Now in both inftances art 
offered tafte is the fame as a falfe tafte. The author 
of Hieronimo (who, as I may venture to afTure the 
reader, was one John Smith *) firft led up the dance. 
Then came the bold and felf-fufficient Tranflator of 
Dtt Bartas who broke down all the flood-gates of 
the true Stream of Eloquence (which formerly pre- 
ferred the River clear, within due bounds, and full to 
its banks) and, like the Rat in the Low-Country dikes^ 
mifchievoufly or wantonly deluged the whole land. 

Of innovated pbrafes and words % of words revived * 
of compound- epithets, &c. I may one day or other fay 
more, in a diftinft Critrcifm on Dryden'j Poetry, It 
fhall therefore only fuffice to obferve here, that ouf 
two great Poetical Mafters never thought that the in- 
terpofition of an hyphen, without juft grounds and 
reafons, made a compound- epithet. On the contrary, 
it was their opinion, (and to this opinion their prac- 
tice was conformable) that fuch union fliould only be 
made between TWO NOUNS, as Patriot-king, idcot- 

laugh, &c. or between an ADJECTIVE and 

NOUN, or NOUN and ADJECTIVE, vheverfa^ 

• John Smith writ alfo the He&or of Germany. 
+ Jofliuah Sjfoe/ttn 

Of 
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or an ADJECTIVE and PARTICIPLE ; as laugh* 

ter-loving* cloud-compel ling > r ofy- finger' d&c. -As alfQ 

by an Adverb ufed as part of an Adjective, as you 
may fee in the words ivell-concotledy well-digefted* dec* 

But NEVER by a full real ADVERB and AD- 

JECT1 VE, as inly-pining^ fadly-mujing, and, to make 
Jree with myfelf, (tho' I only did it by way of irony) 
my expreffion of ftmply -marry 'd epithets, page 163 $ 
of which fort of novelties modern poetry chiefly con- 
fids. Nor mould fuch compound -epithets be looked 
upon as the poet's making ; for they owe their ex- 
igence to the compofttor of the prefs, and the inter- 
vention of an hyphen. 

Much of the fame analogy by which Dryden and 
Tope guided themfelves in the prefent cafe, may be 
feen in the purer Greek and Roman languages : But 
all the hyphens in the world, (fuppofing hyphens had 
been then known) would not have truly joined toge- 
ther the dulce ridentem, or dulce loquentem* of Horace. 

' In a word, fome few precautions of the prefent 
kind are not unneceflary : Englifti poetry begins to 
grow capricious, fantaftical, and affe&edly luxuriant ; 
and therefore (as Augujlus faid of Haterius) fufflaminari 
paululum debet* 
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RELIGIOUS MELANCHOLY, 

A N 

EMBLEMATICAL ELEGY. 

Shall not everyone moiirn that dwelleth therein ? 

Amos Ch. viii, v. 8. 

I did mourn as a dove ; mine eyes failed with 
looking upwards. 

Isaiah Ch. xxxviii, v. 14. 

Fear not Thou, my Servant, faith the Lord ; 
for I am with thee. I will not make a full 
end of thee \ but corredt thee in meafure. 

Jer. Ch. xlvi, v. ulli 

T PAINS 
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A I N S and difeafes ; ftripes and labour too * ! 
" What more could Edom and proud Ashur 



do ?" 

i 

Scourge after fcourge, and blows iucceeding blows ?— 
Lord, has thy hand no mercy, and our woes 

* 

No intermiffion ? Gracious Being, pleafe 
To calm our fears, and give the body eafe ! 
Thi poor man, and the (lave of evYy kind, 
•Midft pains and toils may gleams of comfort find 5 
But who can bear the ficknefs of the mind? 
The Pow'r of Melancholy mounts the throne, 
And makes the realms of wifdom half her own f : 
Not David's lyre* with David's voice coqjoia'd* 
Can drive th' oppreflive phantom from the mind J ? 

% 

* The hint of this Emblem is taken from our venerable and reli- 
gious Poet F. Quarks, L. II f, Embl. 4. Mr. Dryien ufed to fiy, 
that Quarks exceeded him in the facility of Rhyming. 

<i>ttarlfs % i Book, and the Emblematical Prints therein contained, 
are chiefly taken from the Pia DesideriaoF Hugo Herman*** » 
The engravings were originally defigned by that celebrated artift 
C. Van Sichem. 

f Dan. Ch. tv, jfr 34. 

$ 1 Sam. Ch. xvi, it 23. 

No 
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j$o more the fun delights, nor lawns, nor trees ; 
The vernal bloffoms, or the fummisr*s breeze. 
No longer Echo makes the dales rejoice 
With fportive founds, a^d pidures of 6 voice * i 
Th* aerial choir, which ftfrig fo fofc arid clears 
Now grates harfh miific to the froward ear : 
The gently murm'ring rills offend from far, 
And emulate the tlangour of a war : 
Books have no wit^ the livelieft wfo have none j 
And bopti the laft of ei/rj friend, is gone ! 
Nor reft nor joy to Virtue's fclf are giv'nj 
Till the difeafe is reftify'd by Heav'n. 
And yet this Iliad of inteftine woes 
[So frail is man] from feeming nothings rofc : 

i 

* Agreeably to this, 2s a lovely piece of imagery in the holy 
Scriptures : 

*• The earth mourntth and languijbetb ; Lebanon is ajkamid, and 
4 * b*wn down ; Sharon is like a wuldttnefs ; Bafhan and Carmel jhaki 
* *ff their frnin" Isaiah Ch. xxxiii, jr 9. 



T % A drop 
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A drop of acrid juic6, a blaft of air, 
Th' obftru&ion of a tube as fine as hair ; 
Or fpafm within a labyrinth of threads, 
More fubtile far than thofe the fpider fpreads V 

What fullen planet rul'd our haplefs birth, 
Averfe from joys, and enemy of mirth ? 
Wat'ry Arcturus in a lucklefe place 
South' df, and portended tears to all our race ; 
With Him the weeping Pleiades conjoin, 
And Mazzaroth made up the mournful trine % • 

» , * 

Orion added noife to dumb defpair, 
And rent with hurricanes the driving air % 

9 

And laft Absinthion [| his dire influence fhed 
Full on the heart, and fuller on the head. 

• Isaiah Ch. lix, } 5. 

+ Svuib'd, a received term in aftrology. 

t Job Ch. xxxviii, f 31, 32. According to Scr/pture- frtmrty 
thefe three were all wafer, Signs, and emblematical of grief. 1 he 
fourth conftellation, named Orion, threatened mankind with hur- 
ricanes and tempefts. Sandys underftood the paflage in the fame 
mariner as 1 do. " See his excellent Parapbrafe on Job, Folio, page 
4 Q, London 1637. Mention is again made of the S*ue* Stars, 
(Pleiades) and of Orion, Amos Ch. v, f 8 -and Job Ch. ix, j, 9. 

U The Star of bitternefs, called Wormwood, Rev. Ch. viii, f 10. 

. Oft 



Digitized by Google 



Religious Melancholy. 277 

Oft have we fought [and fruitlefs oft] to gain 
A fhort parenthefis 'twixt pain and pain \ 

■ « * 

But, fick'ning at the chearfulnefs of light, 

The foul has languifiVd for th* approach of night : 

♦ 

Again, immerft in fhades, we feem to fay, 
O day-fpring * 7 gleam thy promife of a day f. 
On this fide death th' Unhappy fure are curft f 
Who figh for change, and think the prefent worft : 
Who weep unpity'd, groan without relief i 
" There is no end nor meafure of their grief!" 
The Happy have wafte twelve-months to beftow ; 

But Thofe can ipare all time, who live in woe ! 

... 

* Job Ch. xxxviii, f 12. Luke Ch. T, f 78. 'AwroXij i£ &4-«K« 
This poetical word, day-fpring, exprefling the dawn of morning, 
has been never adopted by our poets, as far as we can recoiled, 

+ Deut. Ch. xxviii, jr 66, 67. 

" And thy life Jhall hang in doubt before thee ^ and thou Jhalt fear 
** day and night, and Jhalt have no affurance of thy life. In the 
" morning thou Jhalt fay, Would God it were even-/ and at even 
" thou Jhalt fay, Would God it were morning ! For the fear of 
fi thine heart wherewith thou Jhalt fear, and for the fight of thine eyes 
?' wherewith thou Jhalt fee*" See alfo Job Ch. i", f 8. 

T a Whofc 
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Whofe livelieft houfs are mifery and thrall j 
Whofe food is wcrmwoody and whofe drink is §0% 
£ani(h their grief, or eafe their irkfqme load 5 
^pHkAXM, at LENOtrt* was favour* d by bis Gdd f|» 

Ah, what is w<w, that detni-god on earth ? 
yroud of his knowledge, glorying in his birth % 
profane corre&or of th" Almighty's laws, 
Full of th* effeff, forgetful of the caufti 
Why boaft of reafon x and yet reafon iU ? 
Why talk of cboice % yet follow erring 
Why vaunt our liberty \ and pfove the (lava _ . . 
Qf all ambition wants, or follies crave ? 
This is the lot of him, fur-nam'd the wife* 

* 

» 

Who lives miftaken, and miftakep dies ! 

The Sick lefs happy, and yet happier live ^ 
If or pains and maladies are God's reprieve : 

* 

% Je*sm« Ch. xxiii, f 15. 

|( Ibid. Ch xxxi, f 20. " Ephrajm is my dear fin; for, 

V fine* I fpuh egttinfi him, I do eameftJy rememher him fttfl : there- 

V fy™ *»? bowels are Jroubled for him : I will furely have mercy uftn 
« tim, faith the Lord." 
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This refpite, 'twjxt thegravt and cradle giv'n, 
Is th* interpos'dv&VLWTHZsi* of Heay'n ! 
Too often we complain^ — But flefh is weak j 
Silence would wafte us, and the heart would break* 
Behold yon* rofc, the poor defpondent cries, 
[Pain on his brow, and anguHh in his eyes] 
jWhat healthy verdure paints ks juicy Ihcots, 
"What equal circulation feeds the roots : 
At morning-dawn it feels the d&w-ting'd ray, 
But opens all ks bofbm to the day. 
No art affifts it, and no toil it takes *, 
Slumbers .at ev'iring, and with morning wakes f* 
Why was I born ? Or wherefore born a man ? 
Immenfe my wl& ; yet tether'd to a fpan ! 
The flave, that groans beneath the toilfome oar* 
f Obtains the fabhatb of a welcome fhore 

* Matth. Ch. vi, ^28. 

f Concerning the Sleep of Pl/mts, fee an ingenious Latin Trea- 
cle lately puWiftied in Sweden. * 

T 4, His 
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Jiis captive ftripcs are heal'd ; his native foil 
Sweetens the memory of foreign toil, 
f 4 Alas my forrows are not half fo bleft j" 
My labours know no end, my pains no reft ! 

Tell me, vain-glorious Nswtoms, if yoy can, 
What heterogeneous mixtures form the man ? 
fleafure and anguifh^ ignorance and Jkill % ' 
Nature and Spirit, Jlav'ry and free-will j 
fPeaknefs and jfrengtb $ old-age and youthful prime ^ 
Error and truth ; eternity and time ! ■ ■ g 
What contradictions have for ever ran 
Betwixt the nether brute and upper man * ? 

Ah I what are men, who God's creation fcqra ? 
The worm their brother * f brother elder-horn i 

* Poetical definition of a Centaur. 

* * 

+ Job Ch. xvii, if 14. There is a remarkable paflkge in 

}he P/alms upon this occafion, where the worm takes place of the 
monarch : " O /ra//* Lord, ye mountains and all hills ; fruitful 
\* trees and all cedars ; beafts and all cattle ; WORMS and feathered 
<\ fowls ; KINGS of the earth and all people \ Princes and Judges 
\\ of the world," Psalm cxlyii\, jr ip, Zeptuagint Verfiai^ 

***** 
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Plants live like tbcm, in fairer robes arrayed, 
Alike they flourifli, and alike they fade. 
The lab'ring fteer fleeps lefs difturb'd at night, 
And cats and drinks with keener appetite,— 
Reftrain'd by nature juft t* enjoy his fill ; 
Ufeful, and yet incapable of ill. 
Say, man, what vain pre-eminence is thine ? 
Each fenfe impair'd by gluttony and wine * : 
Thou art the beqft> except thy foaring mind 
Afpires to pleafures of immortal kind : 
Elfe, boafted knowledge, haplefc is thy curie, 
T* approve the better, and embrace the worfe ! 
So Annas owns the miracle^ and then 
(Wilfully blinded) perfecutes agen +. 

To minds affiifted tvtr has been giv'n 
A claim upon the patronage of Heav'n : 



♦ " /five pamper the JUJb too much, <u»j nourijb an r enemy ; if <w* 
defraud it of lawful fupnance, <we dtftroy a good citizen." 

St. Gregor. Homih 



| ActsCH. iv, *6, 18. 
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[Whilft the world's idiots ev'ry thought employ 
With hopes to Orve and die without annoy.] 
In the firft agonies of heart- ftruck grief, 
Heav'n to our Pamkts tyfify'd reUrf** 
Th* Almighty lent an ear to Hakuah*s pray^r^ 
And blefs'd her with each bleffing, in an heir c 
Whilft HazjKiAH J, caraeft m his canfe, 
Gain'd a fufpcn&on of great Nature's laws, 

And permanence to TIME ; For lo I the fun 

Retrac'd the journey he had lately run.— 

But moft th' unhappy Wretch* aggrieved in tnind, 
Rais'd pity in the Saviour of mankind g« 
He afk'd for peace ; Heav'n gave him its own rcitj 
Demons were dumb, and Legion difpoffeft. 

• Gen. Ch. iii, * 15. 
t 1 KincsOi. i. 
1 a Kings Ch. xx. 

1 Mark Ch. v, f 3 — 9. And alfo " The Spirit of the Lord is 
«« upon me (faith Chrift :) >He fent me to heal the broken-hearted,* 
\$c. Lux* Ch. iv, f 18. Compare likew&ItAiAHCh. lxi, > 1. 

3 Withered 
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Wither'd with palfy'd blafts, the limbs rcfumc 
Thy ftrengtbjO manhood * and, O youth, thy bloom$! 
Syr(hPb$nicii?& maiden re-enjoy'd 
That equal mind, which Satan once dcftroy*d*< 
And, when the heav'nly Efbpbatba f was fpoke, 
The detf-botn heard, the dutnb-forn filence broke. 
Th* ethereal fluid mov'd, the fpeech returned ; 

Jflo fpafms were dreaded, no defpondejrce mourn'd. 

1 

Then rouze, my Soul, and bid the world adieu, 
Jts maxims, wifdom, joys and 
The mighty ETPHKA % appears 

0 Juft the gen'rous falcod, long immur'd 
In doleful cell, by ofier-hars fecur*d, 
laments her fate ; till, flitting fwiftf y by s 
^h* aerial prize attrafts her eager eye : 



{ Matth. Ch. iv, f 24, &c. Acts viii, f 7. 
• Mark vii, jr 26. 
f Ibid. } 34. 

J See Dryden'/ Relig, Laid; and Prior's Ode entitukd, 
What is Mm ? EYPHFCA fignifies Finding cut the grutt Paint difired. 

J The hint of this fimilie is taken from %*arl$s % 

Inftant 



uigi 
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Inftant (he fummons all her ftrcngth and fire ; 
Her afpeft kindles fierce with keen defire ; 
She prunes her tattcr'd plumes in confeious pride, 
And bounds from perch to perch, and fide to fide : 
Impatient of her jail, and long detain'd, 
She breaks the bounds her liberty reftrain'd : 
Theny having gain*d the point by Heav'n defign'd, 
Soars 'midft the clouds, and proves her high-born kind. 

When Adam did his paradife forego, 
He earn'd his hard -bought bread with fweating 

- 

brow.— — 
Give us the labour* but fupprefs the woe t 
Merit we boaft not: But Christ's facred fide 
Has pour'd for all its facramenial tide. 
No fin, no guile, no blemiflies had He j 
fL felf-made flave to fet the captive free ! 

1 

Yet pain and anguifli ftill too far prefume ; 
Juft are HcavVs ways, and righteous is its doom. 

4 
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All chaftifements, before we reach the grave* 
Are bitter med'cines, kindly meant to fave. 
Thus let the rhet'ric of our fufPrings move ; 
The voice of grief is oft the voice of. love * / 
The bed of ficknefs, [after cares and ftrife] 
Is weak man's cradle for a fecond life ; 
Death's but a moment j and, before we die, 
We touch the threfhold of eternity ! 

So, ftretch'd beneath the juniper's chill fhade, 
Th* afflifted prophet f in defpondence pray'd : 
* c Ob 9 take the burthen of my life away % 
<c Dead are my fires \ nor better I than they 
At length a feraph cry'd, " artfe and eat \ 
" Behold thy bev'rage, and behold thy meat : 
" Heav'n's one repaft Jhall future Jlnngth fupply 

«* For forty days, till Horeb meets thy eye %" 

» ' 

* " There is fometimes a certain pleafure in tweeting : It is a fort of 
" eonfilation to an affiided per/on to be thoroughly Jenftble of his af* 
«' JliMonJ' $t* Ambrose. 

f Elijah. 

X 2 Kings, Ch. xix, v. 4—8* 

The 
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The Good Man neither fears, defponds, nor faints* 

i 

Arm'd with the heav'nly panoply * of faints. 

• Eph. Ch. vi, v. 14— 17.— Panoply (from the Greek) a com* 
plcte fuit of armour. Mr. Pfh Diydkm 



1 
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CHRIST'S Death and, Passion* 



An EMBLEM. 
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MEDITATIONS 

' ON 

Christ's Death and passion^ 

He was wounded for our tranfgreffions, he was 
bruifed for our iniquities : The chaftifemcnt 
• of otir peace was upon him. 

IsaiAH Ch. liii, v. c. 

Greg. Naz. Carm. Iamb. 

iRESPICE DUM TRANSIS, QUIA SIS MIHt 

CAUSA DOLOR1S. 

U I. HAST£ 




• - 

296 Meditations on 

I. 

ASTE not fo faft, on worldly cares employM* 
Thy bleeding Saviour* alks a Ihort delay : 
What trifling blifs is ftill to be enjoy'd, 
What change of folly wings thee on thy way 
Look back a moment, paufc a while -J*, and Hay* 
For thee thy God aflbm'd the human frame ; 
For thec the Guiltless pains and anguifli try'd * 
Thy pafBons [fin excepted] His became : 
Like thee he fuffer'd, hunger'd, wept, and dy*d. 



• '* Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. The way where- 
" in thou ougbteft to walk ; tht truth which thou defireft ro obtain ; 
91 and tht life of happinefs which thou longeft to enjoy. 1 * 

St. August. 



■ - - , 



f " Ifj°» labpurfor a time, you Wi U afterwards enjoy an eternity 
** of reft. Tour fufferings are of a Jhort duration, your joy will laft 
•* for tver ; And if your refoluiion waver/* and is going to defer t you, 
*' turn your eyes towards Mount Ca l v a r Y, and confider what Christ 
".fstfired fir you, innocent as be was. This tonf deration will enable 
" you to fay in tht event, that your fufftringl lafted only for a moment r 

Idem. 

JI. Nor 
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4 * 

Nor wealth nor plenty did he wer tafte, 

The mofs his pillow oft, his couch the ground ; 

The poor man's bread completed his repaft 5 

Home he had none, and quiet never found, . ^ . r 

For fell reproach purfu'd, and aim'd the wound * : 

The wife men mock'd him, and the learned fcorn-d; < 

Th* ambitious worldling other patrons try'd 5 

The powV that judg'd him, ev'ry foe fuborn'd % 

He wept un-pity'd, and un-honour'd-dy'd. 2 



HI. 

For ever mournful, but for ever dear, 
O love ftupendous ! glorious degradation ! 



* " TM Envy proceeded the fall $f the world and death ef 
" Christ." St. Avcust, 

" For he (Pilate) knew that the thief prieHs had delivered him fir 
u envy.*' Mark Ch. xv, v. 10. 

An antient Heathen alfo hath perfinifod Envy, and painted her 

in a jnifchievous attitude : , 

" ■ ■ Gnara mahrum % 

" Ihvidia Infelix! animi vitalia *vidit> 
«• La?dendi<i; viae." 

U z No 
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No death of fickncfs, with a common tear j 
No foft extinction claims our forrows here 5 

■ 

But afcguilh, lhame, *nd agonizing paffion 1 

The riches of the world, and worldly praife* 

* 

No momiment of gratitude can prove ; 
Obedience only the great debt repays, 
ifih imitative heart, and undivided love \ 

■; IV. • ■ : 

Tfo fee the image of th* All-glorious P6w?r 
5ufpend his immortality, and dwell 

Jn mortal bondage, torturM evVy hour \ 

» 

A felf-made pris'ner ip a dolefome ceil, 

« <• 

Victim for fin, and conqueror of hell * } 
Luftration for offences not his own ! 
• Th* Unjpotttd for sh' impure tefign'd his breath j 



1,1 «« Neb vwere foe vulncrc, cum 7j wdtam vulneratum.'* 

/ BONAVENT. 

V 7*0 i/ww Gt4 without knowing our mifery, rr**/« pride : Tk 
V. 4*mv mj/iy^ without knowing Christ, «m^j defpondence." 

5/. Aucustin. 
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< 

No other ofFring could thy crimes attone : — • 
tlien blame thy S a viovr's love, but not his death. 

■ 

V 

♦ * 

< 

From this one £rofpeft draw thy yMr relief 
Here learn fubmiffion, paffive duties, learn 1 
Here drink the calm oblivion of thy grief : 
Efchew each danger, ev'ry good difcern* 
And the true wages of thy virtue earn. " 

■ 

Refleft, 0 man, on fuch ftupertclous love, 
Such fympathy divine, and tender care * ; 
Befeech tha Paraclete -f" thine heart to move, 
And offer up to Heav*n this filent pray'r. 



• " 'They make a free-njuill offering to God, *wbo in tie tmdfi of 
«« their Suffering preferve their gratitude and acknowledgements." 

Cassiak. 



T u God's Holy Spirit wuorketb in the following manner in bis ra~ 
tional children. It inftrudls, moves, and admonilhcs : As for ex- 
it ample ; it infiru&s the rcafon, moves the wttl, and admonijhes the 
memory." St. Greco r. in Moral. 

VI, 
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29$ Meditations on 

B Great God, thy judgements are with jufiice crom'd* 

« 

Ji crimes and errors gracious ftill ; 
JV/, tho % thy mercies more and more abound* 
Right rcafon fpades not frefb-cxifting ill, 
Nor can thy goodnefs counter-work thy will. 
Ah no ! the gloom offcu fi dreadful Jbms % 
That horror, guilt, and death the conscience Jill ; 
Eternal laws our bappinefs oppofe ; 
Thy nature and our lives are ever lajling foes t 

VII. 

Sever* thy truth, yet glorious is thy fchetne ? 
Complete the vengeance *f thy jujl defire j 
See from our eyes thegujhing torrents fiream, 

> 

Tet ftrike us, hlafi us with celefiial fire \ 
Cur doom, and thy decrees, alike conjpire. 

5 Tranflatcd from the famous French Ode of M. de Bakriaux. 
*' Grind Ditu ! To jugtmns font rmflit d y ijwti* &C. 

ra 
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Yet dying we will love thee and adore : . 

Where Jhall the flaming fiajhes of thy ire 

• * * 

^ran/pierce our bodies ? Ev*ry nerve and fore 

•' * ** ■ ^ * * ■ - . * 

With Christ'/ immaculate blood is covered o 9 er and o'er 4 



■ .- 



" When we praife God we may fpeak much, 
* •« and yet come fhort : Wherefore in fum, 
u He is all. When you glorify Him, ex- 
u alt Him as much as you can : For even yet 
•* He will far exceed* And when you exalt 
" Him, put forth all your ftrength, and be 
" not weary : For you can never go far 
" enough." Ecclus. Ch. xliii, v. 27 — 30. 



s. « 



F I N I S. 
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By William Frederics, Bookfeller in Bathj 

■ t ' "» 

i 

ESSAYS ON HUSBANDRY. 

ES S A Y I. A general IntroiuBkn : Shewing* 
That Agriculture is the Balls and Support of all 

flourifhing Communities. The Antient and Pre* 

fent State of that ufeful Art.— — vAgriculture, Manu* 
factures, Trade, and Commerce, juftly harmonized. 

Of the right Ufe of our Colonies;— -r together 

with the Defects, Omiflions, and Improvements in 
Englifh Hufbandry. • 

E S S A Y II. An Account of fome Experiments 
tending to improve the Culture of Lucerne by 
^fan/plantation : Being the firft Experiments of the 
Kind hitherto made and publiflied in England. From 
whence it appears, ^that Lucerne is an Article of 
great Importance in Englifh Hufbandry. 

The Whole illuftrated with five Octavo Copper* 
plates, and 25 Reprefcntations cut on Wood. Price 

bound 6 s. 

• ■ - - 

Speedily will be publijhed^ 
A NEW EDITION of 

TH E Hiftory of the Life of Gustavus AdOl- 
phus, King of Sweden, furnamed The Great* 
Much Improved and Enlarged. With Prints newly 
Engraven in Q&avo-Size* In Two Volumes Q&avo* 
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